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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DRAFT PRELIMINARY VIEWS FOR WRC-19


Agenda Item 1.8: to consider possible regulatory actions to support Global Maritime Distress Safety Systems (GMDSS) modernization and to support the introduction of additional satellite systems into the GMDSS, in accordance with Resolution 359 (Rev.WRC‑15)
BACKGROUND: RESOLUTION 359 (REV.WRC-15) of WRC-19 Agenda Item 1.8, “Consideration of regulatory provisions for updating and modernization of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System”, concerning GMDSS has two elements, Resolves 1 addresses the modernization of the GMDSS, Resolves 2 addresses the introduction of additional satellite providers into the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS).  The view below addresses the “introduction of additional satellite systems” aspect of Agenda Item 1.8 and Resolves 2 of RESOLUTION 359 (REV.WRC-15).
Resolution 359 (Rev.WRC-15) takes into consideration the activities of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) related to the introduction of additional satellite systems into the GMDSS, recognizing that that IMO has received an application to recognize an existing satellite system as part of the GMDSS.  Further, Resolves 2 of Resolution 359 (Rev.WRC-15) invites ITU-R to conduct studies, including consideration of the mobile-satellite service (MSS) allocations used and the potential impact of possible modifications to the provisions of the Radio Regulations on sharing and compatibility with other services and systems in the frequency band and adjacent frequency bands.
Noting that activities in the IMO to recognize an additional satellite system as part of GMDSS are underway, and that consideration of this matter in the ITU-R is also underway, the United States provides its view below.

U.S. VIEW: With respect to Agenda Item 1.8, the United States supports the activities of IMO related to the introduction of additional satellite systems into the GMDSS, as well as activities underway in the ITU-R.  Based upon these activities, the United States  supports appropriate modification of the Radio Regulations to provide for introducing additional satellite systems into the GMDSS. 
