INAB

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS

September 15, 2016

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12t Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Communication, GN Docket No. 16-142

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On September 13, 2016, Sam Matheny, Bruce Franca, Alison Neplokh, Robert Weller and
the undersigned, all of the National Association of Broadcasters (NAB), met with
Commission staff from the Office of Engineering and Technology and the Media Bureau. A
complete list of FCC attendees is set forth below.

NAB continues to urge the FCC to adopt a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to allow
broadcasters to innovate and compete with the panoply of services in the media and
telecommunications ecosystem. There is widespread support for allowing broadcasters to
have the opportunity to expand and improve the services they offer to the public and the
Commission has the resources to move expeditiously on a rulemaking. While NAB
understands the excitement and promise of 5G, we hope the FCC also embraces the
innovation broadcasters can bring to the American public in the near term.

During the meeting, NAB explained why the Commission should define the protected contour
for stations using the new standard just as it does for stations using the current standard.
Next Generation TV will have the same interference characteristics as the current television
transmission standard, and petitioners have requested no changes to the emission mask or
power levels. Similarly, the Commission should consider interference among stations using
the Next Generation TV standard, and between stations using the Next Generation TV
standard and the current standard, just as it does currently between stations using the
current standard.! There is no need for the Commission to make any changes to its
regulatory processes for applications associated with or affected by the use of the new

1 Joint Petition for Rulemaking of America’s Public Television Stations, AWARN Alliance, Consumer Technology
Association and the National Association of Broadcasters, GN Docket No. 16-142, Attachment B at 36-39 (April 13,
2016).
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standard. For example, if a station using the Next Generation TV standard seeks to modify
its license, the Commission should process that application just as it would process a similar
application from a station using the current standard. Similarly, the Commission should
process low power and translator applications according to precisely the same procedures it
currently uses.

NAB appreciates the ongoing willingness of the staff to discuss questions relating to the
implementation of Next Generation TV to ensure that the Commission can complete a
straightforward, focused Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. Of course, the purpose of any
NPRM is to seek comment on remaining questions to allow the Commission to adopt final
rules. We urge the Commission to complete and release an NPRM as quickly as possible.

Respectfully Submitted,

%

Patrick McFadden
Associate General Counsel,
National Association of Broadcasters
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