407 Great Meadows Road
P.O.Box 284
Hope, New Jersey 07844

NEW JERSEY 908-459-5011
Fax: 908-459-5336

Timothy C.McDonough
Mayor

September 15, 2016

The Honorable Tom Wheeler
Chairman

Federat Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Ex Parte Notice. In the Matter of Special Access for Price Cap Local
Exchange Carriers; AT&T Corp. Petition for Rulemaking to Reform Regulation of
Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier Rates for Interstate Special Access Service.
WC Docket No. 05-25, RM-10593.

Dear Chairman Wheeler:

It is our understanding that the Commission is in the final stages of review on the
above referenced matter. This issue could negatively impact the Town of Hope
and lead to job losses in my community.

The FCC is on a path to consider far-reaching regulation while relying on faulty
data to conclude that competition is lacking. A report prepared for the
commission for this rulemaking severely underestimated cable providers’ ability
to provide true business data services. It goes without saying that the
commission’s rulemaking must be based on solid facts.

The Commission appears to be using data and an economic analysis that leaves
out most of the data from one of the major competitors. Earlier this year, the
largest cable operators revised their 2013 data filings to show that the actual
figures for cable Ethernet availability could be 22 times larger than the humber



the Commission has been using. This means the Commission’s economic study
failed to consider the presence of a major new competitor in thousands of census
blocks where cable operators indicate they have been Ethernet-capable since
2013 and have many customers today.

| respectfully request that you urge the Federal Communications Commission not
to rush into misguided regulation based on irretrievably flawed data in an
unnecessary attempt to increase competition in the business data services
market. We must utilize the data that best defines competition so we get results
that increase opportunities for the people of northwestern New Jersey.
Increasing and improving the quality of broadband services is a major issue for
residents and businesses in our region. It is important that the FCC uses accurate,
updated information to create an environment where competition continues to
grow. Flawed approach will have the opposite effect — stifling, rather than
promoting, such investment. That will hurt the very rural areas that the FCC says
it wants to help.

The Commission should use the same methodology to measure all competitors
from all industry sectors. | hope you will direct Commission staff to revise the
economic analysis of the 2013 data to incorporate the revised cable coverage,
count competitors the same way, and give parties in the proceeding an
opportunity to comment on it before moving to a final rule. If this is done the
proceeding will balance competing interests for the benefit of economic
development and consumers in my region of New Jersey.
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