
 

 

Via Electronic Filing 
 
September 21, 2016 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth St., SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 

Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Presentation – MB Docket No. 12-108; MB Docket No. 12-107 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
This is to notify you that on September 20, 2016, Julie Kearney, Vice President, Regulatory Affairs, 
Consumer Technology Association (“CTA”), formerly known as the Consumer Electronics Association 
(“CEA”), spoke by telephone with Maria Mullarkey of the Media Bureau regarding the above-referenced 
docket.  
 
During the meeting, Ms. Kearney discussed a number of issues posed in the pending Second Further Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking regarding user interfaces in MB Docket No. 12-108.1  Ms. Kearney discussed CTA’s 
positions on those issues, consistent with CTA’s comments and reply comments on the Second FNPRM. Ms. 
Kearney urged the Commission not to take any action that would discourage accessibility options or limit 
the innovation that is a natural result of designing products with accessibility in mind to begin with.  CTA 
also opposed the “first level of a menu” rule proposed by some parties,2 but noted that user display 
settings could be possible on other levels.  If the Commission adopts rules in this area, it should provide for 
a sufficient transition period to provide industry with a reasonable chance of implanting any rule 
successfully. 
 

                                                           
1 Accessibility of User Interfaces, and Video Programming Guides and Menus, Second Report and Order, Order on 
Reconsideration, and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 30 FCC Rcd 13914 (2015) (“Second FNPRM”). 
2 See CTA Reply Comments at 6-7. 



 

 

Ms. Kearney also briefly discussed the pending Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking regarding 
accessible emergency information in MB Docket No. 12-107.3  CTA believes that all covered entities should 
have flexibility in implementing the Commission’s rules in this area.  
 
Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules,4 this letter is being electronically filed with your 
office and a copy of this submission is being provided to Ms. Mullarkey.  Please let the undersigned know if 
you have any questions regarding this filing. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Julie M. Kearney 
 
Julie M. Kearney 
Vice President, Regulatory Affairs 
 
 

cc:  Maria Mullarkey 
 

                                                           
3 Accessible Emergency Information, and Apparatus Requirements for Emergency Information and Video Description: 
Implementation of the Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2010, Second Report and 
Order and Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 30 FCC Rcd 5186 (2015). 
4 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206. 


