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September 21, 2016 

Ex Parte 

 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street SW 

Washington, DC  20554 

 

Re: Amendment of Parts 15, 73 and 74 of the Commission’s Rules to Provide for the 

Preservation of One Vacant Channel in the UHF Television Band For Use By White Space 

Devices and Wireless Microphones; MB Docket No. 15-146; Office of Engineering and 

Technology and Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Seek Information on Current 

Trends in LTE-U and LAA Technology, ET Docket No. 15-105; Use of Spectrum Bands 

Above 24 GHz for Mobile Radio Services, GN Docket No. 14-177, IB Docket Nos. 15-256 

and 97-95, RM-11664, and WT Docket No. 10-112; Revision of Part 15 of the 

Commission’s Rules to Permit Unlicensed National Information Infrastructure (U-NII) 

Devices in the 5 GHz Band, ET Docket No. 13-49; Terrestrial Use of the 2473-2495 MHz 

Band for Low-Power Mobile Broadband Networks, IB Docket No. 13-213; Expanding the 

Economic and Innovation Opportunities of Spectrum Through Incentive Auctions, GN 

Docket No. 12-268 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 

On September 19, 2016, the following individuals from Microsoft Corporation met with Commissioner 

Pai and his Legal Advisor Brendan Carr:  Dave Heiner, Vice President and Deputy General Counsel; Paul 

Mitchell, Senior Director; Brian Swenson, Network Strategist; Mark Casebolt, Principal Electrical 

Engineer, Console Development; and Paula Boyd, Director of Government Relations and Regulatory 

Affairs.   

During this meeting, Microsoft discussed the results of recent tests showing that Globalstar’s proposed 

low power terrestrial service (“TLPS”) is likely to have a profound negative impact on consumers’ video 

game consoles.1  In addition, Microsoft demonstrated that operating an Xbox 360S game console with a 

wireless controller in the presence of a TLPS signal resulted in a loss of connection between the 

controller and console, resulting in the need to re-establish connectivity by placing the controller close 

to the console before being able to resume game play. 

                                                           
1  See generally Letter from Paula Boyd, Director, Government Relations and Regulatory Affairs, 

Microsoft Corp., to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, IB Docket No. 13-213 (filed Sept. 12, 2016).     
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Finally, Microsoft emphasized that Commission action in other proceedings should reflect the value and 

importance of unlicensed spectrum.  Specifically, Microsoft (1) expressed its support for the efforts of 

the Wi-Fi Alliance to establish a test plan for LTE-U co-existence, even though the data shows that many 

battery-operated client Wi-Fi devices will be negatively impacted by the introduction of these 

technologies, and stressed the importance of reaching co-existence conclusions based on data; (2) 

encouraged the Commission to designate the 70-76 GHz band for unlicensed operations; (3) supported 

making additional unlicensed spectrum available in the 5.9 GHz band through the sharing approach 

proposed by Qualcomm while also protecting Dedicated Short Range Communications safety-of-life 

applications in the band; and (4) described the substantial potential benefits of TV white space 

broadband deployments and noted that preserving vacant TV channel availability is critical to the 

success of unlicensed operations below 1 GHz.     

Pursuant to the Commission’s rules, a copy of this notice is being filed electronically in the above-

referenced dockets.  If you require any additional information, please contact the undersigned.   

Sincerely,  

 

/s/ Paula Boyd 

 

Paula Boyd 

Director, Government Relations and Regulatory Affairs 

MICROSOFT CORPORATION 

 

 

cc: Commissioner Pai’s office 


