
September 26, 2016

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Dortch:

RE: Ex Parte Notice. In the Matter of Special Access for Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers et
al; WC Docket Nos. 16-143, 15-247, 05-25, RM-10593.

On September 23, 2016, Debbie Goldman, Telecommunications Policy Director,
Communications Workers of America, met with Stephanie Weiner, Senior Legal Advisor to
Chairman Tom Wheeler to discuss the above-captioned proceeding. I discussed CWA’s
concerns that a drastic rate cut for business data services (BDS) would lead to reduced
investment in broadband networks – especially in rural areas – and downward pressure on jobs
and workers’ living standards.

During the meeting we reviewed the points raised by CWA President Chris Shelton in his Sept.
14, 2016 and Sept. 20, 2016 letters to the Chairman. I emphasized that the FCC’s BDS proposal
would effectively require unionized incumbent carriers to subsidize the input costs of low-
wage, non-union competitive providers and wireless carriers, with negative consequences for
workers’ living standards and jobs in the telecommunications sector.

Sincerely,

Debbie Goldman
Telecommunications Policy Director
Communications Workers of America

cc: Stephanie Weiner
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