
Connecticut Association of the Deaf

CAD Newsletter Volume 12, Issue 1

2016

Page 12                                                    Volume 12

   Mail this form to the CAD Treasurer, P.O. Box 270539, West Hartford, CT 06127

Connecticut Association of the Deaf Membership Form January 1- December 31

Sponsored by
CT Association of the Deaf

P.O. Box 270539

Email: president@deafcad.org

In this issue, you will find the following:

       30th Biennial CAD Conference

       News and CAD President’s messages

       DGM (Deaf Grassroots Movement)

       Updates of Events & more
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CAD Now Accepts Credit Cards and PayPal

Now	
  it	
  is	
  much	
  easier	
  and	
  quicker	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  join	
  CAD,	
  donate	
  to	
  
CAD	
  and	
  or/	
  make	
  a	
  payment	
  for	
  any	
  CAD	
  sponsored	
  event.

Connec>cut	
  Associa>on	
  of	
  the	
  Deaf	
  now	
  has	
  an	
  account	
  with	
  
PayPal.	
  If	
  you	
  already	
  have	
  a	
  PayPal	
  account,	
  you	
  easily	
  can	
  go	
  to	
  
the	
  CAD	
  website	
  to	
  pay	
  for	
  membership	
  fee	
  or	
  donate	
  online.	
  
PayPal	
  will	
  accept	
  any	
  credit	
  card	
  and	
  securely	
  process	
  your	
  

membership	
  fee	
  or	
  dona>on	
  to	
  Connec>cut	
  Associa>on	
  of	
  the	
  
Deaf.	
  If	
  you	
  don’t	
  have	
  a	
  PayPal	
  account,	
  you	
  can	
  s>ll	
  pay	
  as	
  a	
  
guest,	
  sign	
  up	
  for	
  PayPal,	
  or	
  provide	
  CAD	
  your	
  credit	
  card	
  

informa>on.

CAD	
  also	
  has	
  a	
  credit	
  card	
  swipe	
  mechanism	
  and	
  will	
  bring	
  it	
  to	
  all	
  
CAD’s	
  events.	
  CAD	
  will	
  accept	
  your	
  credit	
  cards	
  for	
  easier	
  payment.

Baked Pesto Chicken
Ingredients:
1 lb Boneless, Skinless, Chicken Tenders
3.5 oz Basil Pesto
3 Roma Tomatoes, sliced
8 oz Fresh Mozzarella, sliced
Dash of Salt
Dash of Black pepper
Dash of Parmesan cheese, shredded
Dash of Italian seasoning

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 400°F.
Lightly coat a baking dish with pam.
Place chicken tenders in dish.
Spoon basil pesto on each chicken tender.
Spread to coat top of tenders.
Place tomato slices on top.
Sprinkle with salt and pepper.
Place slices of mozzarella on top of tomatoes.
Sprinkle with Italian seasoning and parmesan cheese.
Bake for 40 minutes.
Remove from oven.
Enjoy.

JRO
INSURANCE

200 Corporate Place
Suite 220
Rocky Hill, CT 06067
VP: (860) 356-2536
Cell or Text (860) 966-6130
budd@jroinsure.com

BUILDING
A SOLID

TOMORROW
BY ANTICIPATING
AND EXCEEDING

YOUR
EXPECTATIONS

TODAY

Bud Durand
Registered Representative

1954-2016

Angela M. Izzo Minckler of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., originally from Westport and wife of 
Lawrence A. Minckler Jr. AKA Cisco, died Aug. 5 at her father’s home in Westport. She was 44.
She was born Jan. 5, 1971 in Bridgeport, the daughter of Bernard Izzo and the late Maureen 
Cleary. She was a 1989 graduate of the American School for the Deaf.
She was a member of the National Deaf Parents Committee, a member of the National Deaf 
Poker Tour, New England Deaf Poker Tour and a member of the Connecticut Deaf Pageant 
Committee. She was a teacher at Duchess Community College.
Survivors in addition to her husband, Cisco, include her daughter, Mika Izzo Minckler, her 
stepchildren; Marcel, Lawrence, Kyle, Nicolas, Bridget, Dakota and Savannah, her father 
Bernard Izzo, one brother, Bernie Izzo Jr., many aunts and uncles, many cousins and too many 
friends to count.1971-2015

Dennis Thomas Palka, 61, passed away suddenly on Good Friday, March 25, 2016, in 
Florida. He died from complications of routine heart surgery at the Mayo Clinic, in Jacksonville, 
Fla., surrounded by family and friends.
Dennis was born on May 6, 1954, in East Hartford to the late Albina (Chilvin) and the late 
Joseph Louis Palka. Dennis attended the American School for the Deaf (ASD) until his 
graduation in 1972. He went on to Gallaudet University in Washington D.C. for his B.A. degree 
then to Western Maryland College where he obtained his Master's degree in Education of the 
Deaf and returned to ASD in 1977 to begin a long and illustrious career as a teacher up to the 
present day. Dennis loved the American School for the Deaf, where he grew up as a student 
and continued to grow professionally when he returned as a teacher, known by all for his 
infectious humor and smile. A proud man, Dennis expected and wanted only the best from and 
for his students. Dennis will remain a beloved Alumnus and Faculty of the school. 
A winner of numerous awards for his leadership and athletic coaching, he will be sorely missed 
by all of his family, friends, and colleagues.

PETERKIN, LILLIAN GARCIA, 54 of Belden Rd., Hamden, died March 20, 
2016 at CT Hospice after a long illness. She was the wife of David V. Peterkin. 
Lillian was born to Puerto Rican parents in New Haven. She graduated from the 
American School for the Deaf in 1981 receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in ASL/
English Interpreting from Northeastern University in 2001. Lillian presented 
numerous training to deaf community members and interpreters on topics such as 
medical interpreting, deaf interpreting and consumers rights to interpreting services, 
all over the United States. She spent over 20 years as coordinator of interpreting 
services in Mass. and Conn. Beside her husband, she is survived by her mother, 
Olga Yu of New Haven, daughters, Sonia and Kamala Peterkin, both of Hamden 
and siblings, Norita Weston of East Hartford and Carlos Garcia Jr. of MD. 1961-2016

In Memory of….

Johanna G. (Granfield) Zurek, 94, of Newington, passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, April 13, 2016. She was the beloved wife of the late Stanley Zurek. Born 
in Springfield, MA, daughter of the late William and Mary (Foley) Granfield, she was a 
Newington resident for over 70 years and a member of the Church of the Holy Spirit. 
She attended Clarke School for the Deaf in Northampton, MA and was employed by 
the Travelers Insurance Co. for many years before her retirement. Johanna was a 
member of the Travelers Women's Club, ICDA and the Newington Senior Center. She 
enjoyed knitting, needlepoint, sewing and traveling. A kind, loving mother, she leaves 
her two daughters, Nancy Zurek of Newington and Carol Zurek and her partner Lucille 
Traina of Arlington, MA. She also leaves several nieces, nephews, grandnieces and 
grandnephews. Johanna was predeceased by her four sisters.

1922-2016
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CAD’s Mission, Principles and Goals

President’s Message:

  CAD President’s Message                                                                 by Sandra Inzinga
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News 

       December 5 & 6, 2015
Cridders- 30 Year Retrospective

Alexandra McGee as Spider woman
  Sandy Inzinga as Wonder Woman
  Barbara Cassin as Supergirl.  

President CAD Sandra Inzinga, NAD 
President Christopher Wagner, and 

Newsletter editor Cynthia Sawicki, at 
Birmingham for NAD Leadership Training 
Conference on September. 25-27 2015.

Gree>ngs	
  to	
  all	
  CAD	
  members,

As	
  you	
  can	
  see	
  by	
  our	
  newsleFer,	
  CAD	
  has	
  been	
  busy	
  with	
  ac>vi>es	
  involved	
  in	
  many	
  
recent	
  events.	
  I	
  hope	
  you	
  enjoy	
  sharing	
  our	
  newsleFer	
  pictures	
  and	
  stories,	
  as	
  we	
  
con>nue	
  our	
  efforts	
  to	
  advocate	
  for	
  opportuni>es	
  and	
  access	
  in	
  our	
  beau>ful	
  State	
  
of	
  Connec>cut.

Recently,	
  our	
  Deaf	
  community	
  beamed	
  with	
  pride	
  as	
  we	
  watched	
  Nyle	
  DiMarco	
  win	
  
on	
  Dancing	
  with	
  the	
  Stars.	
  While	
  we	
  extend	
  our	
  congratula>ons	
  to	
  Nyle,	
  we	
  also	
  
should	
  take	
  a	
  moment	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  what	
  this	
  means	
  for	
  the	
  Deaf	
  community.	
  Nyle	
  
has	
  raised	
  awareness	
  of	
  deaf	
  issues,	
  our	
  language	
  and	
  our	
  culture	
  like	
  never	
  before.	
  
While	
  people	
  become	
  more	
  aware	
  of	
  deafness,	
  I	
  feel	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  our	
  >me	
  to	
  do	
  our	
  
part.	
  Each	
  one	
  of	
  us,	
  collec>vely	
  has	
  experience	
  to	
  share,	
  and	
  can	
  have	
  a	
  sphere	
  of	
  
influence.	
  If	
  we	
  each	
  take	
  >me,	
  with	
  pa>ence,	
  I	
  believe	
  we	
  can	
  make	
  a	
  difference.

As	
  an	
  example,	
  while	
  Nyle	
  was	
  compe>ng	
  on	
  Dancing	
  with	
  the	
  Stars,	
  aOer	
  each	
  
weeks’	
  dance	
  session,	
  there	
  were	
  many	
  playback	
  videos	
  on	
  the	
  internet,	
  on	
  
Facebook	
  and	
  on	
  other	
  social	
  media	
  sites.	
  I	
  no>ced	
  that	
  whenever	
  a	
  video	
  was	
  
posted	
  on	
  another	
  site,	
  the	
  video	
  would	
  lose	
  the	
  cap>on	
  that	
  had	
  been	
  originally	
  
broadcast	
  by	
  ABC.	
  If	
  we	
  were	
  to	
  advocate	
  for	
  issues	
  like	
  this,	
  we	
  can	
  raise	
  awareness.

I	
  don’t	
  think	
  that	
  ABC	
  is	
  aware	
  that	
  the	
  rebroadcast	
  of	
  their	
  videos	
  did	
  not	
  have	
  their	
  
original	
  cap>on.	
  It	
  is	
  up	
  to	
  us	
  to	
  make	
  them	
  aware.	
  At	
  the	
  same	
  >me	
  we	
  can	
  
recognize	
  ABC’s	
  ability	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  difference,	
  and	
  to	
  join	
  us	
  in	
  our	
  advocacy	
  by	
  
requiring	
  rebroadcast	
  to	
  include	
  the	
  cap>ons.	
  This	
  sounds	
  so	
  simple,	
  but	
  
unfortunately	
  the	
  world	
  is	
  not	
  aware	
  of	
  these	
  issues.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

This	
  is	
  our	
  >me.	
  We	
  need	
  to	
  become	
  more	
  ac>ve	
  in	
  raising	
  awareness	
  of	
  deaf	
  
culture,	
  our	
  language,	
  and	
  communica>on	
  access.	
  We	
  need	
  to	
  share	
  our	
  experiences	
  
with	
  the	
  appropriate	
  par>es	
  in	
  an	
  aFempt	
  to	
  educate	
  America	
  about	
  our	
  lack	
  of	
  
access.	
  Let’s	
  all	
  stand	
  behind	
  Nyle	
  DiMarco	
  as	
  he	
  pushes	
  for	
  ASL	
  civil,	
  human	
  and	
  
linguis>c	
  rights.	
  Together,	
  we	
  can	
  make	
  a	
  difference.

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Sandra	
  Inzinga,	
  	
  	
  CAD	
  President	
  

Press Release from the PA Sociey for the Advancement of the Deaf

On	
  March	
  2,	
  2016,

I	
  went	
  to	
  the	
  American	
  School	
  for	
  the	
  Deaf	
  to	
  ride	
  on	
  an	
  ASD	
  
bus	
  with	
  some	
  people	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  Washington,	
  DC	
  to	
  support	
  
HB3535	
  bill.	
  This	
  link	
  will	
  explain	
  what	
  HB3535	
  is	
  about;	
  hFp://
www.ceasd.org/child-­‐first/alice-­‐cogswell.	
  Anyway,	
  I	
  arrived	
  at	
  
the	
  hotel	
  on	
  Tuesday	
  night	
  and	
  we	
  went	
  out	
  with	
  Execu>ve	
  
Director	
  Jeff	
  Bravin.	
  The	
  next	
  day	
  we	
  went	
  to	
  the	
  Capital	
  
Building	
  and	
  met	
  with	
  US	
  Representa>ve	
  John	
  Larson	
  from	
  
Connec>cut.	
  We	
  discussed	
  about	
  HB3535	
  and	
  he	
  said	
  that	
  he	
  
will	
  sign	
  the	
  bill	
  as	
  co-­‐sponsor	
  which	
  is	
  great	
  news	
  for	
  us.	
  We	
  
did	
  meet	
  with	
  US	
  Senator	
  Chris	
  Murphy	
  about	
  HB3535	
  and	
  he	
  
said	
  he	
  will	
  support	
  the	
  bill.	
  That’s	
  more	
  great	
  news	
  for	
  us.	
  We	
  
also	
  went	
  to	
  see	
  US	
  Senator	
  Richard	
  Blumenthal	
  but	
  he	
  was	
  not	
  
available	
  so	
  we	
  gave	
  his	
  staff	
  the	
  informa>on	
  about	
  HB3535.

Joseph	
  Ronan

http://www.ceasd.org/child-first/alice-cogswell
http://www.ceasd.org/child-first/alice-cogswell
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30th Biennial CAD Conference                                Friday and Saturday November 6 - 7, 2015

1) Jeff Bravin, ASD Executive Director, CCOSD President Sandra McGee, and Peter McGee, accompanied four ASD 
students and their high school teacher Kathy Falco toWashington, D.C. on March 2, 2016. They met with 
Congressman John Larson of East Hartford in his office at the Capitol Hill. They asked him to support by voting for 
Alice Cogswell and Anne Sullivan Macy Act, H.R.3535. For further information, check www.asd-1817.org about H.R.
3535. Also, www.ceasd.org/child-first/alice-cogswell. Congressman John Larson will give ASD a USA flag that flies at 
the Capitol Building for ASD 200th Celebration. He congratulated ASD for its 200th  anniversary. Also, he will ask the 
US Postmaster to develop a cachet of stamps honoring 200th anniversary of deaf education for ASD’s celebration next 
year.

2) Keith Vinci, President of Connecticut RID (CRID) reported about NAD and RID. NAD has lost trust in RID due to 
financial  mismanagement. So NAD no longer works with RID. Many new potential interpreters are upset that they 
cannot take tests to be certified. Keith told us not to worry for CRID. His board members will volunteer to provide 
workshops. Some volunteers will contribute free interpreting services for funerals provided by DORS Interpreting 
Services Unit. 

3) DORS –The advisory board meeting was held to report data about interpreting services and counseling services 
units. Serious issues for both units are burden of proof: 15 out of 20 interpreter requests were not filled every week due 
to shortage of interpreters' availabilities. The position for payroll is now vacant so it is important to have it filled as soon 
as possible. Only two workers Sara Gerhold and Patricia Clark work in the interpreting services unit. Also, 2 
counselors’ schedules are limited for travels so they have to use videophone to talk/counsel with their clients. Another 
serious issue is that there’s a need for a male counselor and we need counselors who use fluent ASL! 

4) Connecticut Retirement Colony (CRC) – The building has started and is progressing step by step. Jim Pedersen and 
Nancy, a hearing lady found a leaked water pipe in the lower level. Fortunately it was not flooded. They had it fixed.

5) SPRINT RELAY CONNECTICUT - There was a town hall meeting at DNEC in Norwich on Thursday, May 17, 2016. 
Art Moore and Michelle Vicino need your ideas, feedback and complaints. They will end PURA contract by June 30, 
2017. There will be a PURA hearing in February, 2017 in New Britain. We need your support. 

6) Walk4Hearing - June 11, 2016 from 9 am to 12 pm at Mortensen Riverfront Plaza, 300 Columbus Blvd. Hartford, CT 
For more information, contact Eric Leckfor at ericdleckf@aol.com or hlaa.convio.net.

7) CT Deaf Expo - Greenwich Civic Center, 90 Harding Rd, Old Greenwich, CT 06870 on Saturday, August 6th, 2016 
at 10 am. For more information, check www.conndeafexpo.com

8) Theater Immersion Program - August 8-18, 2016 at American School of the Deaf, 139 North Main Street, West 
Hartford, CT.

9) ASD 200th Anniversary Update - April 21, 2017 ASD Kickoff Gala from 6 pm to 11 pm; Several conferences will be 
held.
April 19 - 22, 2017 - Conference of Educational Administrators of Schools and Programs for the Deaf (CEASD) in 
Hartford, CT
June 21 - 25, 2017 - American School for the Deaf Alumni Association’s (ASDAA) Celebration
June 25 - 27, 2017 - American Society of Deaf Children Conference (ASDCA)
July  10 - 12, 2017 - National Association of School Nurses for Deaf Students (NASND) Conference  in Hartford, CT
July   4 - 7, 2018 - National Association of the Deaf (NAD) Conference hosted by Connecticut Association of the Deaf 
(CAD) in Hartford, CT.  Here is the link for more information; https://www.asd-1817.org/page.cfm?
p=1411&LockSSL=true

CAD President Sandy Inzinga and CAD Co-
chairperson Robert Backofen.

CAD President Sandy Inzinga and NTD Executive 
Director Betty Beekman.

MarySue Owens received Anna Fronzeck’s Award 
from Sandy Inzinga and Barbara Cassin.

Basil Brackett received Golden Hand Award 
from Sandy Inzinga.

Beth Leslie received President’s Award 
from Sandy Inzinga.

Keynote Speaker Kim-Bianco Majeri explained 
about “ A Call to Action”.

10) CCOSD.org  Click on Calender of Events

News and Events                                                                                             Submitted by Patti Wilson
On	
  the	
  weekend	
  of	
  November	
  6	
  -­‐	
  7,	
  2015,	
  around	
  55	
  individuals	
  aFended	
  the	
  30th	
  Biennial	
  CAD	
  Conference	
  at	
  the	
  
Hilton	
  Garden	
  Inn	
  in	
  Milford,	
  CT.	
  The	
  theme	
  of	
  the	
  conference	
  was	
  “Strengthening	
  ASL	
  Partners	
  and	
  Allies”.	
  
Members,	
  friends	
  and	
  guests	
  enjoyed	
  the	
  President’s	
  Recep>on	
  on	
  Friday	
  evening.	
  Saturday	
  the	
  keynote	
  speaker	
  
for	
  the	
  Award	
  Luncheon	
  was	
  Kim	
  Bianco-­‐Majeri.	
  We	
  had	
  mul>ple	
  workshop	
  presenters,	
  MarySue	
  Owens,	
  Fa>ma	
  
Silveristri,	
  and	
  FBI	
  Agent	
  Mar>n	
  McBride.	
  For	
  entertainment,	
  the	
  audience	
  enjoyed	
  watching	
  the	
  Na>onal	
  Theater	
  
of	
  the	
  Deaf	
  performers.

http://www.asd-1817.org/
http://www.ceasd.org/child-%EF%AC%81rst/alice-cogswell
mailto:ericdleckf@aol.com
http://hlaa.convio.net/
http://www.conndeafexpo.com/
https://www.asd-1817.org/page.cfm?p=1411&LockSSL=true
https://www.asd-1817.org/page.cfm?p=1411&LockSSL=true
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30th Biennial CAD Conference                                           Friday and Saturday November 6 - 7,  201512th Annual Volleyball   

Deaf Grassroots Movement Connecticut Meetings               Greater Hartford Club of the Deaf, April 10th & 17th 2016

We	
  are	
  diverse.	
  We	
  come	
  from	
  different	
  states,	
  come	
  from	
  different	
  backgrounds,	
  and	
  have	
  different	
  
experiences	
  but,	
  we	
  all	
  have	
  desires	
  for	
  the	
  same	
  issue	
  -­‐	
  Equal	
  Rights.	
  

We	
  together	
  share	
  our	
  empowerment.

Workshop Presenters Fatima Silveristri and MarySue 
Owens explained about General/Legal Interpreterings.

FBI agent Martin McBride explained 
about hackers & scams.

Junior CAD National Theater of the Deaf performed.

New 2015 2017 CAD Officers, President Sandra 
Inzinga, Vice-President Barbara Cassin, Secretary 

Kathy Darby, Treasurer Alexandra McGee, Members at 
Large, Patti Wilson, Barbara Bajurny, Lisa Cadoret and 
Eric Leckfor. and Past CAD President Harvey Corson.

Attendees enjoyed the feast.

DORS Kryptionites Valley Deaf Club

Two Guest Speakers DGM Massachusetts

April 10, 2016 1st meeting. April 17, 2016 2nd meeting.
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CAD hosted our 12th Annual volleyball tournament on Saturday March 7th. This year was another huge success. We had 8 teams 
participating this year. The teams’ names were: Volleyhands, Spike It, Kiss My Ace, Fanwood, Boston, Valley Deaf Club, Servivors,
and DORS. We had a lot of good competitions. Hugh Farquhar was our head referee. Each team played each team once (round 
robin), then the top 4 teams with the most wins went to the playoffs. The results were 1st place Servivors; 2nd place Fanwood; 3rd 
place Volleyhands; 4th place Spike It. Sprint Relay and Quota Club of Danbury sponsored the tournament allowing us to provide  
ASD's homemade pizzas and bottled waters to our players and fans.
I would like to thank the players and fans for making this another fun and successful event.

Barbara J. Cassin

12th Annual Volleyball                                                                                        Saturday March 7, 2016

Servivors Fanwood, NY

Volleyhands Spike it

Boston Kiss my Aces

Alice Cogswell and Anne Sullivan Macy Act
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Advertiser:   Relay CT 
Package:    Pro 

Clicks  
221   

Click % 
0.36% 

Impressions  
59,865 

   Engaged Users                     Leads Captured 
247    0 

Top Traffic Generating Sites  
                                    people.com 
                                    time.com   
                                    nytimes.com 
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Date Cart # Product Order/Line
/Contract Copy Time Len Net Rate

Account Name: Relay Connecticut

Order: 381176

Tue, 01/31/2017 Relay Connecticut / 381176 
381176/254
3158/38117
6

 7:05AM 10 40.00

Relay Connecticut / 381176 
381176/254
3160/38117
6

 9:05AM 10 0.00

Relay Connecticut / 381176 
381176/254
3159/38117
6

 4:05PM 10 40.00

Relay Connecticut / 381176 
381176/254
3161/38117
6

 5:05PM 10 0.00

Wed, 02/01/2017 Relay Connecticut / 381176 
381176/254
3160/38117
6

 6:05AM 10 0.00

Relay Connecticut / 381176 
381176/254
3158/38117
6

 8:35AM 10 40.00

Relay Connecticut / 381176 
381176/254
3159/38117
6

 5:05PM 10 40.00

Relay Connecticut / 381176 
381176/254
3161/38117
6

 6:05PM 10 0.00

Total for 381176 Spots: 8 160.00

For Logs Dated 
1/30/2017 to 2/5/2017

Total for Relay Connecticut Spots: 8 160.00

160.00
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Cumulus-Bridgeport / Mid - Mid Spot Times by Account
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