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By the Chief, Special Services Division

1. On November 5, 1992, the Commission adopted a
Notice of Proposed Rule Making and Notice of Inquiry,
hereafter Notice, in the above captioned matter. The speci
fied filing deadlines for comments and reply comments are
January 21,1993, and February 5,1993, respectively.

2. On December 10, 1992. the United States Coast Guard
(Coast Guard) filed a motion requesting an extension of
time in which to file comments. Additionally, on January
4, 1993, the Radio Technical Commission for Maritime
Services (RTCM) filed a motion asking for an extension of
time in this proceeding. The Coast Guard states that the
issues raised in the Notice are substantial and will require a
significant amount of research. It requests an extension of
time to coincide with the annual RTCM assembly meeting
to permit the issues raised in the Notice to be discussed
fully by members of the maritime community. The RTCM
notes that its annual assembly meeting will take place
during the week of May 2, 1993. and that the affected
marine community will be substantially represented at the
meeting. RTCM states that it has over 150 members and
that virtually all of them will be affected by the issues
raised in the Notice. The RTCM contends that an extension
of time will permit it to coordinate responses more effec
tively with members of the maritime community and will
result in meaningful comments. Both the Coast Guard and
the RTCM emphasize that extending the comment date will
permit members of the maritime community outside of
Washington, D.C. to be represented on the issues raised in
the Notice.

3. The RTCM is a non-profit organization whose objec
tives include studying and preparing reports on maritime
telecommunications practices, needs and technologies to,
among other things, improve the efficiency and capability
of marine communications. The Coast Guard is responsible
for search and rescue operations including many ships
voluntarily equipped with radio equipment. We find good
cause to grant the extension of time requested by the Coast
Guard and RTCM. Such an extension of time will permit
the full participation in this proceeding by a broad segment
of the affected marine community.

4. Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to the au
thority set forth in Sections 0.331 and 1.46 of the Commis
sion's Rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 0.331. 1.46, that the Coast
Guard's and the RTCM's motions for extensions of time IS
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