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New England Telephone and Telegraph Company and New

York Telephone Company (the NYNEX Telephone Companies or NTCs)

submit these Reply Comments to parties' comments filed December

28, 1992, in the above-captioned matter. These pleadings were

invited by the FCC's Notice of Inquiry released October 29,

1992 on the Phase II issue of expanding the Carrier

Identification Codes (CICs) used for Feature Group D (FGD)

access. We showed in our initial Comments that the Commission

should allow the industry's orderly progress towards such

expansion to continue so that the growing needs of our access

service customers can be met.

A significant number of commentors 1 on this issue

share the view of the NTCs that to timely meet customers'

access needs, the implementation of FGD CIC expansion from

1 .s.ee, ~, Ameritech, AT&T, BellSouth, MGI, North American
Numbering Plan Administrator (NANPA), Rochester Tel.,
Southwestern Bell, Sprint, USTA.
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three to four digits should proceed as agreed to by the

industry at ICCF (Industry Carriers Compatibility Forum). The

record confirms our initial Comments that the industry plan has

been carefully thought out and will benefit customers; no

viable alternative has been identified; significant costs and

resources have already been sunk or committed; advance notice

has been spread throughout the industry; and interruption of

the industry's progress could jeopardize availability of CICs

for customer service.

AT&T argues for an extended permissive

dialing/transition period of up to twelve years, during

which 4-digitt oc o s t s a n d t h e a n d
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orderino, billing and administrative support systems. And
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