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The Federal Communications co_ission {'''I'.'' the
Advisory Committee on Advanced Television Service (.~

.t!~"), and the ATV testing laboratories [the Advanced

Television Test center, Inc. C.-O"), Cable Television

Laboratories, Inc. ( ..C.1U....) and the Canadian

Communications Research Centre (....) 1] are engaged in._a

collaborative effort to bring about the implementation of

advanced television ("ATV") service for the American public.

Three years ago, the FCC in conjunction with industry,

launched a comprehensive plan to establish advanced

television service. The Commission's primary goal in the ATV

proceeding is to ensure the development of a technically

excellent ATV service that will most efficiently meet the

needs of terrestrial broadcasters, receiver manufacturers,

cable television operators and, most important, consUDle~s.

~s the Advisory Committee enters the active testing phase of

its program for evaluating ATV transmission systems, we

observe that substantial progress has already been made

toward making the selection of a standard for advanced

television service. The efforts of the Advisory Committee,

the testing laboratories, and other industry parties have

.........

1 In this particular effort, CRC is joined by the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, the Canadian Department of
Communications, Leitch Video International and Telesat Canada.
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siqni~icantly advanced the Commission's ability to assess the

merits of ATV technical designs. In addition, system '. _

designers have made advancements in developing new technical

schemes for transmitting ATV service.

The commission has stated that it intends to complete

action on this project as promptly as possible. This

objective is a considerable undertaking that poses a number

of foraidable challenqes. The FCC's stated intention is to-.
select an ATV standard by the second quarter of 1993. The

successful, on-time accomplishment of all of the tasks of the

ATV project will require hard work, dedication, and

cooperation on the part of all of those involved. To this

end, the undersiqned parties aqree to re~olve any

disaqreements or continqencies that may arise in a prompt and

cooperative manner.

In order to meet these challenges and accomplish our

goals, the Commission, the Advisory Committee, and the

testing' laboratories, will continue to work together to

complete, in a timely manner, the major tasks undertaken by

each. This memorandum of understanding describes the role

and activities of each of these parties in this process.

The FCC, consistent with its policy-making and other

responsibilities, will continue to review the Advisory

.... .... ~-
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C01llDlittee's testing plans and procedures, includinq the plans

and procedures for field testinq. The FCC will assis~ the

Advisory Committee and testing laboratories in the testing

process. This will include on-site observers and

particiPants and participation on the "expert viewer panel."

The FCC will contribute, as feasible, staff and mobile

monitoring facilities for field testinq. The FCC will also

take all necessary steps, includinq the development of

analytic tools, to prepare an allotment table and/or

assiqnment plan for ATV channels. This will ensure that

channels are available for ATV service in a timely manner.

Adyisory COmmittee
'.

The Advisory Committee will continue to refine the

testinq plans and procedures, includinq finalizinq the data

reporting formats and developing the plans and procedures for

field testing. Throuqh its oversight and direction, the

Advisory Committee will continue to work with ATTC,

CableLabs, and CRC to seek to carry out the established

procedures within the established deadlines. The Advisory

Committee will also continue to work with ATV system

proponents to ensure the timely delivery of systems for

testing. The Advisory Committee will continue to maintain

close coordination with the Commission through regular-
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contacts with key staff members and periodic meetings with

the FCC Chairman.

The Advisory c01IIIIlittee will develop a plan for reviewing

new technical advancements in the state of the art, not

already provided by the ATV systems pre-certified by the

Advisory committee, that appear to offer important benefits

to the public and are sUfficiently concrete so as to be

tested contemporaneously with the pre-certified systems.

Accordingly, it will prepare a report and recommendation to

the commission by early 1992, on whether any of these new

developments should be tested and the impact such additional

testing would have on the test schedule.

Subject to the provisions of this memorandum of
"

understandinq, the Advisory Committee will complete all of

its work and submit its final report to the commission by

September 30, 1992.

Tes~inq Laboratories

ATTC and CableLabs will make all reasonable efforts to

carry out their laboratory testinq activities (Which do not

include field testing) consistent with the plans and

procedures established by the Advisory Committee and will

coordinate with the CRC to seek to ensure the continuity and

integrity of the.ATV testing program. ATTC and CableLabs, in
'>...--

cooperation with the Advisory Committee Chairman, will
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.aintain regular contact with the commission and its staff.

Results of tests performed by ATTC and CableLabs will be

provided to the Commission on a prompt and regular basis.

Consistent with the above, ATTC and CableLabs will seek to

ensure that testing of proponents' systems certified for

testing by the Advisory Committee begins in a timely manner

and is completed so as to permit the Advisory Committee to

deliver its final report to the FCC on time.
.... .........

In summary, the essential intent of this agreement is to

ensure that the research and work necessary for introducing

ATV service to the American public is developed in a

cooperative and efficient manner, and is not intended to

create any obligations to non-signatories or to alter in any
"

way the obligations between ATTC and CableLabs.

Alfred c. SIkes, ChaIrman
FCC

Joel Chaseman, Chairman
Advanced Television Test

Center, Inc.

Date:-----------

.Richard E. Wiley, ChaIrman
FCC Advisory Committee

Richard E. Green, President
Cable Television

Laboratories, Inc.


