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Honorable John McHugh
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House of Representatives

416 Cannon House Office Building Feg 10 1993
Washington, DC 20515
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Dear Congressman McHugh: (]IFKJEGTHESEGRETMY

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Al Szablak of Westmoreland, New York.
Your constituent is concerned about the anti-trafficking provisions in the
1992 Cable Act.

I have enclosed for your constituent's information the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making and Notice of Inquiry concerning this matter. Your constituent's
letter will be placed in the record of this proceeding.

The statute does contemplate the possibility of waivers being granted. 1
would suggest that your constituent contact Ron Parver, Chief of the
Commission's Cable Television Branch at (202) 632-7480 for additional
information on the proper procedures to be used in filing such a request.

I trust that the foregoing and the enclosure are informative.

Sincerely,

Y

Roy J. Stewart
Chief, Mass Media Bureau
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" JOHN M. McHUGH M

2414 D]srmcr, New York

Congress of the Enited States ¢t qﬂ/dx

Bouge of Vepresentatives
Washington, BE 20515-3224

January 15, 1993

Mr. Alfred Sikes

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr, Sikes:

I am enclosing a copy of the correspondence I have received from my
constituent, Al Szablak of Westmoreland, New York, concerning the difficulties he is
encountering in attempting to sell his small cable TV franchise in Lewis County, New
York.

I would appreciate your reviewing this matter and furnishing me with a detailed
report upon which I may base a reply to Mr. Szablak.

Sincerely yours,

Ll C

\
J

Joha M. McHugh

Member of Congress
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4793 Creaser Road 1033 YA -8 P 2+ 59
Westmoraland, N.Y. 1249
Decembar 28, 1992

Congressman John McHugh
and
Congressman Sherwood Bozhlert

Gentlemen,
I reside in Mr. Bohiert's district and own a very small business
in Mr, McHugh's district. I have baen unemployed for neariy nine
months. I am primarily living off my 1ife savings which will last
about another six months. If I haven't *“u d wo”k b) ?h n, I
suspect that I'11 have to declare bankrupt

husiness. That can be avoided with your a
The small business T awn is Turin fable TV in lewis County. Tt's
one of the smallest cahle systems in the country with only 129
customers, If I could sell the business, I could pay off my home
mortgage along with all cLhPr debts. In addition, I could begin
getting unemployment which I'm not eligibia for now because 1 own
a business (that only nets about $173 a week hefore taxes). I
would also bhe able to apply for jobs outside the area.

The owner of the nearby Greig cable system offered to buy my
cable system for $78,000. Everything looked rosy untii his law-
yers learned that the new cable re-regulation bill would prohibit
him from reselling for three years. He has def 1n1te plans of

calling hic cabla cyctaom w1*h1n about two yearc to TCI Cablae of
Boonviile-Lowvilla, Therefore, the sale of my system is on hold
unless 1 can get a waiver of the three year resale provision.

The Graig system's owner planned on connecting my 129 Turin
customers into the Greig system's equipment. Currently my custom-
ers only receive 14 channels. They would receive about 25 tv
channels and pay EXACTLY the same as Greig customers after the
acquisitior. When TCI of Boonville-Lowvilie buys the Greig sys-
tems in a few years, all of the Greig (and Turin customers) would
gceive 36 channels and pay not a penny more than TCI's Boon-
ville-Lowville customers who are physically located ahout a mile
away in Lyons Falls. Wnhat is really dumb about this is that if I
end up 1n bankruptcy, EXACTLY the same thing is likely to happer
but T will have nc say in the matter,

e an exemption from
f the re- rpo¢1a ion
islation to pa2rmit

My question is this: Is it poacib to rec

the FCC of the three year holding pro»1a1o 0

bill. If not, is it possible te introduce legi
~this?

21y
n

yours truly,

Al Szablak



