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Honorable John McHugh
House o~ Representatives
416 Cannon House O~fice Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman McHugh:
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Thank you for your letter on behalf of Al Szablak of Westmoreland, New York.
Your constituent is concerned about the anti-tra~ficking provisions in the
1992 Cable Act.

I have enclosed for your constituent's information the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making and Notice of Inquiry concerning this matter. Your constituent's
letter will be placed in the record of this proceeding.

The statute does contemplate the possibility of waivers being granted. I
would suggest that your constituent contact Ron Parver, Chie~ of the
Commission's Cable Television Branch at (202) 632-7480 ~or additional
infor~tion on the proper procedures to be used in filing such a request.

I trust that the foregoing and the enclosure are informative.

Sincerely,

Roy J. Stewart
Chie~, Mass Media Bureau
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JOHN M. McHUGH
24TH DISTRICT, NEW YORK

(!Congrtss of tbt Ulnittb &tatts
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Rlasbington. m«: 20515-3224

January 15, 1993

Mr. Alfred Sikes
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Sikes:

I am enclosing a copy of the correspondence I have received from my
constituent, Al Szablak of Westmoreland, New York, concerning the difficulties he is
encountering in attempting to sell his small cable TV franchise in Lewis County, New
York.

I would appreciate your reviewing this matter and furnishing me with a detailed
report upon which I may base a reply to Mr. Szablak.

Sincerely yours,

,llll' !J~ \l
\

j

Joh M. McHugh
Member of Congress
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4793 Creaser Road
Westmoreland, N.Y.
December 28, 1992
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v Congressman John McHugh
and

Congressman Sherwood 80ehlert

Gentlemen,

I reside in Mr. Bohlert's district and own a very small business
in Mr. McHughls district. I have been unemployed for nearly nine
months. I am primarily living off my life savings which will last
about another six months. If I ~aven't found work by then, I
suspect that 11 11 have to declare bankruptcy en my home and small
business. That car. be avoided with your aSslstance.

Thp sm;:;l1 hilsinp<:,:; T own is Tilrin rilhlp TV in Ipwis r.()unty. Ttls
one of the smallest cable systems i~ the country with only 129
customers. If I could sell the bllsiness, I could payoff my home
mortgage along with all other debts. In addition, I could begin
getting unemployment which I'm not e1 igible for now because I own
a business (that only nets about $173 a week before taxes).
would also be able to apply for jObS outside the area.

The owner of the nearby Greig cable system offered to buy my
cable system for $78,000. Everything looked rosy until his law
yers learned that the new cable re-regulation bill would prohibit
him from reselling fer three years. He has definite plans of
calling hic cobla cyctam within obaut two yao~c to TCI Cobla of
Boonville-Lowville. Therefore, the sale of my system is o~ hold
unless I can get a waiver of the thre~ year resale provision.

The Greig system's owner planned on connecting my 129 Turin
customers into the Greig system1s equipment. Currently my custom
ers only receive 14 channels. They would receive about 25 tv
channels and pay EXACTLY the same as Greig customers after the
acquisitior. When Tel of Boonville-Lowville buys the Greig sys
tems in a few years, all of the Greig (and Turin customers) would

Aceive 36 channels and pay not a penny mGre than Tel's Boon
ville-Lowville customers who are physically located about a mile
away in Lyons Falls. What is really dumb about this is that if I
end up in bankruptcy, EXACTLY the same thing is likely to happen
but I will have no say in the matter.

My question is this: Is it pcssible to recelve an exemption from
the FCC of the three year holding provision of the re-regulation
bill. If not, is it possible to introduce legislation to permit
this?

yours truly,

Al Szablak


