
Southland Cablevision, Inc.
POBOX 1348 - 127 J a c k son S t

VIDALIA, GEORGIA 30474

Office of Secretary of FCC
Room 222
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, OC 20554

Re: M-1. Dockete//
Dear Sir:

CPG/bk

enclosure

I am writing you in regard to the cable re-regulation bill and its
effect on cable systems already in cornpetion.

First a little about southland Cablevision, 'Inc. Southland receiv
ed a Franchise in 1988 for the City of Vidalia, Lyons and Tocrnbs County,
Georgia.

Prior to southlands I entrance into cable, Tel was the only carpany
in this area. At that time their servic~, picture quality and programing
was very poor.

Once Southland started operating, Tel dropped their prices drasticly .
This slowed our growth because we could not afford to sell programing be
lCM our cost. The next blCM to Southland came when TNT sent us a con
tract and we started prorroting it as a new channel for our system. Then we
were denied access because Tel had an exclusive on it.

The only way to have cornpetition in cable TV is to have free access
to programing and prohibit preditory priceing. Also, exclusivity should
not'be grandfathered.

Attached you will find letters and a petition fran people of Vidalia,
Lyons and Toombs County, Georgia, asking for free access to programing.

Sincerely, ,

/:i%~Jt#l'
Charles P. Gillis,
General Manager

---------~<--,.
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LINDSAY THOMAS
FIRST DISTRICT. GEORGIA

WASHINGTON OFFICE

431 CANNON BUILDING

0021225-583 ,

COMMITTEES

APPROPRIATIONS

OtSTHI(l ()lfIU~)

ROOM 3\\4

I=E.OEAAl BUILDING

BHUN$W1CK GA 31520

19121 264·-4040

~OOM 220

HO£:RAI HVILDIN(;

STATES80AO GA )0458

19121489·879'

Q:ongress of the tlnited ~tate5

!louSE of ReprcsmtetiUcs
~eshington, Il<r 20515

April 26, 1991

Mr. Charles Gillis
Manager
SOuthland Cablevision
P.o. Box 407
Vidalia, Georgia 30474

~ar Mr. Gillis:

'!hank you very much for cootacting me regarding problems you are
~ experiencing in the cable industry. I appreciate hearing fran you.

Although I know it is of little consulation, it appears that your
situation is fairly camen throughout the nation. FOr the past year,
the Congress has been reviewing the cable industry and how it has
evolved since deregulation. There is a strong effort currently to
make sane changes in the industry to increase canpetition and provide
same relief for consumers. I will keep your situation in mind as
legislation on this issue progresses through the Congress.

In the meantime I would certainly like to be helpful to you,
hONever, I do not know of any action that I could take to assist you
in obtaining permission to carry 1NI' or to affect the rates of your
canpetitor. 'Ihe best that I know to do to help you is to bring about
sane reform of the industry in the Congress.

'!hank you again for sharing your concerns with me. I certainly
wish that there was nore I could do to assist you.

Sincerely,

/
/

/---~?ThanasY Member of COIXJress

IlOOM 101 A

170 BAHNAflO Sill!! r

SAVANNAH CIA .J 141) ~

(912) 944-4074

, 35 W ORANGE STREET

JESUP GA 31545

19121421-9231
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• PETITION TO PROMOTE FAI R COMPETITIJrFC MAIL ROOM

This petition is to sElek and promote fair competition in

Cable T. V. by making programming available to all cable

companies and shall be delivered to Turner Networks. This is 1n

regard to Southland Cablevis10n, Inc. and T.N.T.

Your signaturEl professEls your bEllief that Southland

Cab1evision, Inc. should bEl allowEld the opportunity to carry the

T. V. channel T.N.T. on its cable systElm, and the denial by

Turner Networks would be contributing to unfair competition.

NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO.
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PETITION TO PROMOTE FAIR COMPETITION

This Petition is to seek and promote fair competition in

Cable T. V. by making programming available to all cable

companies and shall be delivered to Turner Networks. This is in

regard to Southland Cablevision, Inc. and T.N.T.

Your signature professes your belief that Southland

Cablevision, Inc. should be allowed the opportunity to carry the

T. V. channl!'l T.N.T. on its cable system, and the denial by

Turner Networks would be contributing to unfair competition.

NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO.
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..
PETITION TO PROMOTE FAIR COMPETITION

This PE'tition is to sE'ek and promotE' fair compE'tition in

CablE' T. V. by making programming available to all cablE'

companies and shall be deliverE'd to TurnE'[ NE'tworks. This is in

rE'gard to Southland CablE'vision, Inc. and T.N.T.

Your signature professes your belief that Southland

Cablevision, Inc. should be allowE'd the opportunity to carry the

T. V. channel T.N.T. on its cable systE'm, and the dE'nial by
-

TurnE'r NE'tworks would bE' contributing to unfair compE'tition.

NAME ADDRESS

SOh Uq /II II S -I

Pi·

PHONE NO.

737

1 I



PETITION TO PROMOTE FAIR COMPETITION

This Petition is to seek and promote fair competition in

Cable T. V. by making programming available to all cable

companies and shall be delivered to Turner Networks. This is in

regard to Southland Cablevision, Inc. and T.N.T.

Your signature professes your belief that southland

Cablevision, Inc. should be allowed thE' opportunity to carry the

T. V. channel T.N.T. on its cable system, and the denial by

Turner Networks would be contributing to unfair competition.

)-

NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO.

---------.,
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PETITION TO PROMOTE FAIR COMPETITION

I

This Petition is to seek and promote fair competition in

Cable T. V. by making pr?gramming available to all cable

companies and shall be delivered to Turner Networks. This is in

regard to Southland Cabl~vislon, Inc. and T.N.T.

Your signature professes your b~lief that Southland

Cablevislon, Inc. should be allowed the opportunity to carry the

T. V. channel T.N.T. on its cable system, and the denial by
.

Turner Networks would be contributing to unfair competition.

NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO.

--
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PETITION TO PROMOTE FAIR COMPETITION

This PE'tition 1s to SE'E'k and promotE' fair competition in

CablE' T. V. by making programming availablE' to all cable

companiE's and shall bE' delivE'tE'd to Turner NE'tworks. This is in

rE'gard to Southland CablE'vision, Inc. and T.N.T.

Your signature prOfE'S9E'S your bE'liE'f that Southland

CablE'vi9ion, Inc. should bE' allowed thE' opportunity to carry thE'

T. V. channE'l T.N.T. on its cable systE'm, and thE' dE'nial by

Turner NE'tworks would be contributing to unfair competition.

NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO.
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NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO.
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STREET -----------
CITY ------------

NAME ADDRESS SYSTEM REMARKS
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PETITION TO PROMOTE FAIR COMPETITION

This Petition is to seek and promote fair competition in

Cable T. V. by making programming available to all cable

companies and shall be delivered to Turner Networks. This is in

regard to Southland Cablevision, Inc. and T.N.T.

Your signature professes your belief that Southland

Cablevision, Inc. should be allowed the opportunity to carry the

T. V. channel T.N.T. on its cable system, and the denial by

Turner Networks would be contributing to unfair competition.

NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO.
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STREET -----------
CITY ------------

NAME ADDRESS SYSTEM REMARKS


