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Dear Mr. Alvis:

This is in reply to your letter of January 22, 1993, t~ Senator
regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR~~~~~hr'~~

57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to th
Commission's Rules governing the private land mobile radio services operat:1ng
in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

You are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on radio
control (RIc) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning our
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIc operations because of any proposal contained in the
No'tice.
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We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all your comments. As indicated in the Notice, we
remain convinced that without significant regulatory change in radio
operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality of communications in the
private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the point
of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued near the end of 1993.
We urge you to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Sincerely,

~ .. ~ ~rJ!&Iet
~ate Radio Bureau

Enclosures:
Notice
Discussion paper

Copy to: Honorable Paul Simon
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

cc: CNTL NO - 9300359
Chief, PRBureau
Chief, LM&MDivison
Deputy Chief, LM&M Division
Docket Files, Room 222
Licensing Div., PRB, c/o Room 5202
P&P Branch Files
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PAUL SIMON
ILLINOIS

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510

January 28, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
Kathie Kneff
2025 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Kneff:

COMMITTEES:
LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

JUDICIARY
FOREIGN RELATIONS

BUDGET
INDIAN AFFAIRS

I am writing on behalf of Edward L. Alvis who has written
expressing concern over the impYementation of the FCC's Notice of
proposed Rulemak i ng. For a mor'e deta i led explanation, please see
the enclosed letter.

I would appreciate your looking into this matter and responding
to Mr. Alvis. In addition, please be sure to send a copy of your
response to the attention of my staff assistant, Tricia Haneghan.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please let me know
if there is anything I can do to help resolve this situation.

My best wishes.

PS/tlh
Enclosure
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462 DIRKSEN BUILDING
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510-1302

2021224-2152
TOO 202/224-5469

230 S. DEARBORN
KLUCZYNSKI BLDG., 38TH FLOOR

CHICAGO, IL 60604
3121353-4952

TOO 312/786-0308

3 WEST OLD CAPITOL PLAZA
SUITE 1

SPRINGFIELD. IL 62701
2171492-4960

TDOe 217/544-7524

250 WEST CHERRY
ROOM 115-8

CARBONDALE, IL 62901
6181457-3653
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3309 W. William
Champaign, II. 61821
January 17, 1993

The Honorable Paul Simon
~62 Dirkson Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20501

Dear Senator Simon

I seek your assistance in preventing the implementation of
the Federal Communication Commission's Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (NPRM -PR Docker 92-235) which, if implemented, will have
a profoundly negative effect on radio controled model frequency
use.

I am a member of Academy of Model Aeronautics (AHA), I am a
member of a radio control club with about 150 members. Your
proposed rules would severely impact our ability to enjoy this
recreational activity. They would also render my present radio
equipment obsolete, while it is only 18 to 2~ months old. In
1991 we upgraded our radios to be able to co-exit with the
commercial users that now share the 72 MHz band with us now. The
ability to further upgrade in order to safely operate in the
proposed environment to my knowledge is not passible with
existing technology, if and when available, would beyond the
means of hundreds of thousands of radio controlled enthusiasts
that now use the 72 MHz bands.

It is very unfair of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
present users of the 72 MHz band. I ask that you reconsider your
thinking on the PR Docket 92-235 that effects the hundreds of
thousands of present users of the 72 MHz band.

EDWARD L. ALVIS


