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As I am sure you are aware, during the months before the
election this year, Indiana's 9th district Republican congressional
candidate, Michael Bailey, ran controversial advertisements on
local television stations. My concern is that others will follow
Mr. Bailey's lead and develop there own controversial ads.

If in future elections other candidates use the method that
Mr. Bailey used to gain media attention, parents will have to be on
constant guard at their television sets. I do realize that there
are statutes that govern this. However, what I would like to know
is: How can we prevent this from being taken advantage of? Also why
are the regulations different for federal candidates political ads
than the regulations for product ads?

Thank you for you attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

~~
Stephanie S. Stoner
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I am w''''' i t. i '(,g i '(, '''''eg a'("d t. e. t. he a·!"It. i --abe.·",·t. i e.·(, c·e.,mne·('·c· i a 1 50 a i '''''ed by Ce.·(,­
g'("essie.'(,al ca·(ldidat.e, Mic'hael Bai ley. I am c·e.l"'c·e·('·...,ed wit.h t.he c·e....'te...'t.
e.f t.he ads a'(,d t.hei·('· abilit.y t.e. be she.w·(, 0'(, p\.lblic· t.ele·,dsiec"(,.

V'::1·('·ie'\.ls meaS\.l·,..'es we""'e t.ake·n t.e• .,..eme'....·e the ads, b\.lt. wit.h I itt.le S\.lccess.
We.me·!", at.t.empt.ed t.e. sue Bai 1 ey c·e.mpJ ai yli '(Ig that t.he ce....'t.e...'t. e.f t.he ads
we""'e psyche.le.gic·ally damagi'(lg t.e. chi Id·,..e·l"l. SC'e"("es e.f people
c'alled tele..... isie<·('1 st.atiems wit.h ce<mplai ...·,ts. The b",,·c.adcaste.,..·s, i.,.., tu.,..·y"
called ye'\.l seeki'(,g p·('·ot.ec·t.ie'·1"1 e"l"lly to le'::1·('··I". t.h'::1t. t.hey we'('e ·,..eq\.li.,..ed by
law t.e. ai.,..· t.he ads. Bailey e·...·e·1"1 subst.a·(ltiat.ed t.he c·o·('c·e.,..·...'s b'y stat.i·(lg,
»if se.methi ...,g is se. he"("""'ible that we C''::1'I''I't St.'::1'fld te. le.e.k at. it., t.he·r. why
de. we te,le'("ate it.?» (E..... a·(,s..... ille Ce.u·('·ie·",· a"'ld P""'ess) He is e:o-:ac·t.ly '''''ight,
yet t.he p\.lblic· was expe.sed tec ecbsc'e'(lity '::1·r.d fO""'ced, lawf\.llly, t.ec te.le",,·at.e
it.

P·",·ese...,t.ly, b""·e,adc·ast.e·,,,·s a'("e ·('·eq\.\i·",·ed te' ai.,..· c'ampaig'(, ads, \.l·r,c·e·r,se,·('·ed,
fe,.,..· c'a""didEiltes '",·\.n"s'(li·(lg fe•.,.. a fede""'al e.ffice. The FCC ,nust. immediately
assess this iss\.le. The'("e '(Ieeds te, be st·l"·ic·t.e.,..· st.a·rlda",,·ds e,'(, the c·e'·(lte...,t.
of political ads. I feel that the use of fetuses a~d huma~ corpses is
whe""'e t.he li'(,e she'\.\ld be d·",·aw·(,. [-c",,·e,adc·ast.e.,..·s she'\.lld also ha.....e se,me '("e­
c'e'\.l·("se te, p·('·e.t.ec·t themselves f'''''e,m the publ ic'. Pe.ssi bly, if al", ad '("e­

c'eives '(Iegative public' opil"lie,l"', b·l"·e,adcaste.,..·s c'a'(, plac'e a disc·1aime·(,· e,'(,
the ad •

I 'I"·espec·t Bailey fe.·(,· his beliefs, a""d I .,..'espec·t the fi'I"'st amel"ld,ne·(,t. e,f
the Ce'l"lstitutiec'(,. B\.\t, I believe, whe"" pee'ple a""'e bei·(,g ..... ie,lated by pe,l-"
itic'al e,bsc'e'(lity, t.he system ...,eeds t.e' be e ..... aluat.ed. f'l'ic·hael Bailey is
the fi""'st e.f may,y aspi""'i'('lg pe.litic·al c'al"ldidates eager t.e. jump e'l"1 the
ba...,dwage,·(, te. establish a '(',ame fe•.,..· t.hemsel .....es. Befe,'("e this matte'",'
escalates further, .~d future ca~didates attempt to ma~ipulate the laws
e,f the FCC, the 1 aws must be chal",ged.
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S\.\sa·(, M. Wathel'"


