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The Interagonuy Committee oh Search and Rescue (ICSAR) is
made up of seven federal agencies having seaish and rescue (SAR)
responsibiiities under the United States National Search and Rescue
Plan. The FCC is a member of the ICSAR and’ has oertain regulatory
ang operational SAR obligations which should align FCC ¢oncerns
with those of ICSAR. In retersnce to the cubjoot NPRM ICSAR
requests the Fcc o note:

Fet '

» The great importa of emergency gqmmunloatlons o
search and rescue (SAR), .-

* That there has been no suitable subctttuto for Emer%oncy
Locator Transmitters (ELTS) and Emergency Position Indicating

Radio Beacons (EPIRBs); this propased rule niaking would seem to

offer a substitute or supplemental system, -
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* The proposed non-voios, non-geostatignary orbit mebiie
satellite service (NVNG MSS) offers the potbmlal 10 Qreatly. improve
emergency communioations 10 benett S8AR ancl disastor response
operations,

« That thé offectiveness for the NVNG M8S to ocontribute to the
SAR ana Disaster Response Efforts is depencent upon the cegree to

which the NVNG MSS Is compatible with oxmmg SAR networks.
' 2. COMMENTS

ICSAR Ondorus the FCC position that the reguiations and
policy suggestions recommended by the pre-rulemaking advisory
committee are in the best interests of the pmlc However, ICSAR
believes the loation and routing for distress 'messages nesd o be
further detailed: In addition, it is essential that the new services
being propoud provide interoperabiiity with .the existing SAR

response capabliities by utilizing the PSDN oommunkaﬂons
interface. :

ELTs and EPIRBs are DISTAESS buoom Accident conditions
under which a distress beacon Is intencied t Operate diotate that an
Immediate SAR response is needed. Time Is absolutely critical in
saving survlvom

The NPFIM Indicates that the NVNG MS§ terminals enight be used

a8 an amorgency signaling devioe similar to the way in which the
ELTs and EPIRBs operate. This could providd several advantages over
the present ELT/EPIRB system lnoludmg the availablity ot 2-way
oommunlcatlons and Improved detection & Imnon coverage.

Falluro of tha NVNG MSS symm provlden to properly
addrese the distress location, message routing and communications
interoperability could result in misrepresentation {0 the public on
whut they can expect when an NVNG MSS terminal is used in disiress
situations. The' system providers need to estpblish a mechanism for

routing distress messages to the. rnponslbh authorities utitizing
the PSDN natwork
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8. ICBAR RECOMMENDATIONS

ICSAR racommtnds approval of the supject ruie making with
the proviso thnt the providere specitioalty address how to:

A. petormmo the grid coordinates of the distress signal.

b. Ii)atormlnc the appropriate SAR response grganization
acoprding to type of user (e.g. Alrcra®, ship or individual)

and location (6.9. AFRCC, Coast Quard State Polive, County
Sherm etc.)

o Houte the distress message to ma responsible
orgtnlutuon

d. Design the communications interface with Search and
Rescue Organizations to utlize the PSDN.
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