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8TH STORY of Level 2 printed in FULL format.

Times Publishing Company
St. Petersburg Times

March 13, 1993, Saturday, City Edition
SECTION: NATIONAL; Pg. 1A
LENGTH: 1703 words
HEADLINE: MacDill Air Force Base spared fate of 31 other bases: closure
BYLINE: DAVID DAHL
DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:
Tampa’s MacDill Air Porce Base, a few steps from closure just two years

ago, turned out to be Florida'’s big winner Friday in a new round of recommended
base closings that would eliminate 11,600 jobs elsewhere in the state.

Tn. his .renort _tn the Rase Claaure_ a%dtkealjgnmenr_ﬁo%%%ggion,,Defense '




PAGE 5
St. Petersburg Times, March 13, 1993

MacDill employs 6,145 civilian and military personnel and pumps $ 1l-billion
into the local economy, so Tampa Bay area officials were relieved with
Friday’s news. But they are wary of possible changes by the base closure
commission, which holds its first meeting next week.

"We feel that this gives us a great deal of hope for MacDill, but by no
means do we feel we’re out of the woods," said developer Al Austin, who is
co-chairman of the local MacDill Response Team. "The one thing that we have
to be very concerned about is that we are still in a period where a lot of

things can happen."

Florida’s total job loss ranks third among the states on Aspin’s list. The
hardest hit is California, which is to lose 31,747 military and civilian
positions and eight bases. Second highest is South Carolina, losing 17,443

positions.

President Clinton’s home state of Arkansas stands to lose only 14 jobs and
two small facilities.

Nationwide, the recommended cutbacks are intended to save $ 3.1-billion a
year, once the long process of shutdown is completed in 2000, Aspin said.
Combined with the last two rounds of c¢losures, ordered in 1988 and 1991, the
government will have shut 73 major installations at a savings of $ 5.6-billion
a year after the 1993 proposal is approved.

To soften the blow, Clinton is proposing $ 20-billion over the next five
years to retrain military workers, retool defense firms and help hard-hit
communities. His aides realize the defense drawdown will put a further drag on
the shaky economy.

"It dramatically impacts almost immediately on housing markets and it
certainly impacts on the whole small-business community," said Leon Panetta,
the White House budget director.

MacDill’s situation today is virtually opposite from that of two years ago,
when then-Defense Secretary Dick Cheney recommended that the Tampa base be
"partially closed" and the airstrip shut. For a time, the base closure
commigsion threatened to close it entirely, but the panel eventually endorsed
Cheney’s recommendation.

Singe then, Tampa Bay area politicians have tried to move government
agencies that use airplanes to the base so the runway will stay open. Without
a working airstrip, MacDill was an attractive candidate for shutdown this
year.

Hurricane Andrew helped MacDill’s fate. So did then-President Bush, who
came to Pinellas County during a campaign trip and ordered the transfer of a
dozen National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration planes from South
Florida to MacDill.

Also, U.S. Rep. C. W. Bill Young, R-Indian Rocks Beach, gained the support
of.the military commands at MacDill, who told the Pentagon that their special
units need a working runway - especially for their covert operations.
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Naval Station, Mobile, Ala.

Mare Island Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, Calif.
Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro, Calif.
Naval Air Station, Alameda, Calif.

Naval Aviation Depot, Alameda, Calif.

Naval Hospital, Oakland, Calif.

Naval Station Treasure Island, San Francisco.
Naval Supply Center, Oakland, Calif.

Naval Training Center, San Diego.

Naval Air Station, Barbers Point, Hawaii.
Naval Air Station, Glenview, Ill.

Naval Electronics Systems Engineering Center, St. Inigoes, Md.
Naval Air Station, Meridian, Miss.

Naval Air Station, South Weymouth, Mass.
Naval Station, Staten Island, N.Y.

Aviation Supply Office, Philadelphia.
Charleston Naval Shipyard, S.C.

Naval Station, Charleston, S.C.

Naval Air Station, Dallas.

Naval Aviation Depot, Norfolk, Va.

Air Force

KT P

Newark Air Force Base, Ohio.
O’Hare International Airport Air Force Reserve Station, Chicago.

Defense Logistics Agency
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Defense Personnel Support Center, Philadelphia.
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GRAPHIC: BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO; Defense Secretary Les Aspin

KEYWORD: defense budget closing 1list
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