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HDno,.. I•••v" Dr• ..,.
u.s....... of ...,....tettve.
W"Sft I",.._. ~ !6~"

R. l Ch·llftne I 39
Bak .,.. f 'e td, CelUorn 'e

0..1" eo........... Dre'e,.:

".. '" .',"r ......... of Sept...,. 18, '"9, 1ft whlcb you an4
~....~.,n Tho.e. urge 1'_ eo-kt.·~ to rever•• the staff's
Aupst f •._1." ton deny Iftg tb<t 1"....1' of CoIHuftfty T•••.,'. loft
of SOUt taU."" te CCOiIIBuntty1 for .e'ver of tIM e.tJ•• JonIlj;
"frM••- ft •••• of new t."".ton .pllcatloN 1n tIM LOG Ano-t••
ar ' , ..taalt oth.... perts of the country emd ,..turnlng eot.unJty's
.,nett'.'. .. ft.c.,1'o 'e forn Ilrtg.

You ._ . ......' ThoMs argue tbet COlI8Ift Ity 's operat loft Of' tM eli..,.'
...,If • 111. flr,t off-the-.',. puolle t.tevlston ,e,."lce To .,_roxl-
...ty , t. '.1' ,. 'OA hOtS••ho We. You tvrt".,. stete 11tat MDtihtatnous
terral. ,.. , ., ' ••rsHeld and los Angef. wculd effect,.,.ly "hle".
b.,...,. '."011 t J91n los ARI. I•• frOG! any .Igil 'fleeRt I,rtar.rae. by
• Ch ,..t,,,, In 8cke...lf••hf. Moreover, you ass.,.t thet Station
ItNlOfT"' ,'9, In Son Ot-oo has. strcmg afgRa' In the Los Mgeles
....n .. ..". • ...1n91y prec lude tbe use of :that chaan.' In Los Angelft ..
Coft __• yow urge the Co_I•• Ion to COM tdltr fevorlBb Iy COIIIIIIltJn tty's
r«0fI r ....t ..

e., .. ,O~ ,.Mnd. Oft Jaty t6, t9., tM eo.l.slon I,.osed a "free.-
Oft for I'Hit. te I.v fs ro. stet bAs w'thfn th4 1\fn"_ co--eh8ftft.'=..~•.•:.•.,•...•............·.~.'.••..• ',,: ,i :.-:.~~~~~.O~t:.~":.~':=::~:I~t~-::~:t:ionT::.;::~~......... .•.... f' UII''''ed the sp.etr".a.,a"." ..... h.......f"'ttton televl.1on
.. ..., .. t.tev fs Jon (ATV) service th.,.., 8ft4 tM eo-'IISlon waRted to
,~;""_I.nt spect,......fi'l fer AT' use. Con.a._t.y, all "ev UW pro-
, Ja n If 'as with In 17•• ' .tI•• (280.8 km) of Los Angeles ere_-,-t "fre••".. SInca ,n.,.sfl.ld ,. '01.3 mil.. <16'.Oka' from
........... , therefore, lit,t.... the ·fr • ar••" eo.-uttf1'y r ted a..Iv.... t ~"'t adel th~t a I> IIlH.,.. r t 10r waltier of the "fr • and
' f ~9 In 8akGrl!Jlfleh', flied by t!MTF Chan.,.' 18" lAC., •• also
... , '1, 19P9.



,~,.:::;-::----- ......---

Hrmorerb t. Dav kI O".'&r 2.

In deny Ing Cc.._n Ity" waiver request, the steff reeogn IIBd that BakersfIeld
Is one of on Iy • few e ft tes of Its 5128 not to have an operat lona I non­
co.ere fa t edueat lonal te lev Is ton stat Ion, and the staff agreed thet, the
-freeze" 8S Ide, It wou Id b. des Irable to have such. station there. It
belIeved, ho.ever, thet the potentIal need of frequency space for ATV use In
the los Ange Ie. area outwe Ighed eo..,n Ity 's des Ire to start a new stet Ion.

CoftlnUn tty had argued thet the transmitter sIte for Stat Ion KNS{HTV) In Sen
Otego Is foeated on tv 199.2 km frot! Mt. Wflson, w"fen Is the trensmlttlng
site of ••••nt la IIV ell the los Ange les area te lev Is IOn stat Ions. Slnee
that Is lellll than the 280.8-k' totIeter mfn"_ dIstance seperat Ion pre-
scr (bed by 0\1,. Ru I.., COIIIIIlUn ltv reasoned that Chenne I 39 WCMJ Id therefore
be unus~ 1. In los Ange les. Consequent Iy, It cone luded that use of Channel
39 In Bakersfield could be permItted. The staff found, however, th,t the
additIon of a e.ersfleld station using an alJot..nt th,t Is 101.3 lIt1es
from the Los A.,.,.. refer.nee potnt and 96.0 mttes froM Nt. \If Uson, would
lI'I8ke Che""el " a'gn If Ie ent Iy tess attraet Ive for poss fb fe ATV use In Los
A"get ••• TM I"'eff 8'50 steted thet ATV spectrum 8valh,blHty stud'..
cu,.rent ty .. f\Ot Inc lude cons 'deret Ion of Interven Ing terraIn, so thet
terraIn ,. not 8 factor to bo cons'dered In gr8nt'ng e \ltelve,. of the
"freez.-.

The ....... ,.....d prevIous ty are age'n before the COIMIlssk>n In COMUnltyts
pet ft 'Oft fo"~nsIderat ton. I have had your letter assoc: lat.ed • Ith the
record an tu ,end Ing r$Cons lderat Ion request. P I••• be assured tllet the
Comm',slon wltt thorough ty "ev lew the steff's ect Ion and ...... polntsrelsed
In tftl l"'Mo"••Nrat'on request, and that every effort w'" be made to resolve
thl, ""'1" •• 8)(ped It taus IV 8S poss Jb Ie. A s 1mIter tetter wII I be furn tshed
i'O e.."' n ThoM8s. 't,.ust th Is response sat I. factor 11'1 addr•••s the
fssue tit lOU have ra lsed •

S Ince,..ly,

(j,,~~
"J

AIfred C. SIk••
Cha'rMan
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September 28, 1989

Mr. Alfred Sikes
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Commissioner Sikes:

\___ As your records wi 11 indicate, we have contacted the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) on behalf of KCET-TV in Los Angel­
es, California. Our concern was in regard to their application for
a broadcast license to operate a non-commercial educational televi­
sion station on Channel 39 in Bakersfield. Understanding that
KCET's application was denied, we are urging the FCC to reverse the
decision and rule in favor of KCET's petition for reconsideration.

KCET is considered a pioneer in educational television.
According to recent figures, the addition of Channel 39 in Bakers­
field would bring the first over-the-air pUblic television service
to roughly 159,000 television households. This fact alone should
provide the impetus for the FCC to overrule the previous decision.

We are sure you are aware of the recent engineering study
commissioned by KCET that demonstrates two major facts: 1) the
mountainous terrain between Bakersfield and Los Angeles effectively
shields a hypothetical Channel 39 in Los Angeles from any signifi­
cant interference by Channel 39 in Bakersfield; and 2) Channel 39
in San Die'90 has stronger signal strength throughout the Los
Angeles basin and would preclude any use of Channel 39 by a Los
Angeles Television station.

We feel that it is in the public interest for the FCC to grant
a waiver from the ATV freeze in order to permit a consideration of
KCET'sapplication for Channel 39 in Bakersfield. Your attention

to th~s matter is-p.g...r..e.a~lY a:~:::::~;~. ~ ~.

~I''' $W~--~---
David Dreier W111iam Thomas r' "

Member of Congress Member of Congress


