
Hofto,.. I. • I til.. ThoMs
U.S. Hous. of Rep,....tat'~
WUhlngton, DC 70515

ReI Chann.' '9
Bakersfield, CalifornIa

Dear Con....... ThoMs:

Thank you .. your lett.,. of Sept".r 28, 1989, In wh leh you end
c. " Id Or. te" urge the CowuIISs. Ion to rey.rse the st.ff's
Art t 2,. cfec Is 'en crany'nl the r....t of eo.unlty T. lev Ilion
of SoutlMrJC.Uforn'a (C....n.1'.,.' for waiver of the Comelsston's
·f,.....• .. tM fll eng of new t.lev Is Ion tlPP I Jcetlons In tl\e Los An.....
er•••4 01'1\.,. parts 'of the country and returnIng CoIImun'ty'a
app fteat c.,1'.... 1\:)r 111 Ing •

••n Drel.,. argu. that C..,nl1'y's o,.,..tlonon the ehenne'
..... first of1-1'hll-81,. public t.levision ....vlc. to ap,rc:Dd-

......., . ". . t y Is Ion housetlolds. You fu,.ther stat. 1'" IIOUftt.lIous
tw,..~••.. , ersfl.,d and loa A.'. would effectly.ty<sMe'd a
~1' , I 39 In los Aa.ela. frOWI 8fty s Ignlfk:ant Int.rMf"enee by. _111!.~"'.'. "'''.1' 'ng In 8eke,.,ftelcf. Mor'eovv. YOlII •••ert thetStattcm
K..C':I......' 39, In San 0 I. has 8 strong. " ... , In tIM Los AAgele.
b.... ..i-''' •••• 'ng Iy prec lude the u.e of that cllon,.el 1ft los Ange..s.
toft . .ltu urge the Coam... fon to consIder fMOf"ab Iy Commun ."ty's
,...,.. ... ,..quest.

,,"••nd, on July '6. '9., the Coan'.I ad a .,.
. fo,. new t. lev Is toft stat IOns w'ftl In tlwt min ~ ,
~.nees froll 30 d ted televl.Jon .wketl. ". .

•••use the hlth de ftl.. of •••tftng 'klwlslOft st.tlon. 1ft
Uti 'ted the .pect,... eve Nib I. for hJfh-4eflftftlon telev'slon-..w, "te.ev Is Ion (ATYl .erYlce the,.e, ....d the CoMa•• ron wentecf tota'.. ...lttc ..nt spectrum for ATV use •. Cons• .,ently, all n.. Utf'

II' . '.• · ••1' e.......n It les with'" 174.5 1'111.. C'IO.! tellt) of Los Ana-11M are
.'.",.-freeze". SInce .eker.fleld Is 101.' mil•• (1".0.) from
.'" ." •••t"i".' therefor.,w Ith'" tt.. "free_" ar~C~rt.,. requested I"'-f4! .'>.-" edd that. s fl...... request fo,. we ••,. of the .. fr•••• _d
... ., .1."I!n.' 39 11'1 Sakersfleld. flied f)yt<MTF Chennel 18, Inc., w••Iso
.."IIlf .....t 2, 1ge9.



Honorab Ie Wlillem Th0tll8S 2.

In deny Ing Co..,n Ity '5 welver request, the staff recogn 1.0 that BakersfIeld
'lone of only .. few cities of Its 51. net to heve an operational non..
ec.erc 18 I educat lonal te lev I. Ion stat Ion, and the staff agreed thet, the
"freeze" .I'de, It would be d.slrable to have such a statfon there. It
bet leved, however, that the potentia' need of frequency spece for ATV use In
the los Angele. area outweighed Community's desire to start e new stetfon.

CotllftUn tty hed argued thet the transmItter site for Stat Ion KNSO(TV) In San
Diego 19 foeated on 'y 199.2 km from Nt. Wilson, which fs the transmitTIng
site of essentIally all the los Angeles are8 televIsion stetlons. Since
that Is less than the 280.8-k IIometer mlnltrlJrn dIstance separation pre­
scribed by our Rules, Community reasoned that Channel 39 would therefore
be unusable In los Angeles. Consequently, It concluded that use of Channel
39 In BakersU.td cou Id be permftted. The staff found, however, that the
aidltlon of 8 Baker-sHeld stetlon using tin allotment that Is 101.3 miles
from the Los Angeles reference point and 96.0 miles from Mt. Wilson, would
I18ke Chltnne. 39 slgnJftcently less ~ttractlve for possible ATV use In los
Angeles. The steff also stated thet ATV spectrum avallebtflty studres
current'". do not foc lude consIderation of Intervening terrain, so that
terreln 's not 8 factor to be considered In grantIng e waIver of the
"freeze" ..

The matters raised previously are again before the Commlsslon In Community's
pet Itlo" fe" recons Jderat 'on.. I have had your letter 8SSOC latEid wlth the
record In the pen ding reeons Iderat Ion request. P lease be assured that the
Commlsslo" will thoroughly review the steff's action and the points raised
In the re<:onl fder"t Ion request, and that every effort wrII be mede to reso Ive
this mett., as oxpedltiously 85 possible. A similar latter will be furnTshed
to Congr......n Dreier. I trust this response satlsfectorlly addresses the
fssue +hat 'JOY have ra Ised •

Sfncerely,

AIfred C. Slkos
Ch8'rml!ln

MLJe~lin/mlb/tv/vsd:MMB

~thOIDi.$

~S~



£ongrtJJ of tbt 1Bnittb 6tattJ
"ou't of l\tprt'tntatibt'

.aSbinltont mt: 20515

September 28, 1989

Mr. Alfred Sikes
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Commissioner Sikes:

As your records will indicate, we have contacted the Federal
~' Communications Commission (FCC) on behalf of KCET-TV in Los Angel­

es, California. Our concern was in regard to their application for
a broadcast license to operate a non-commercial educational televi­
sion station on Channel 39 in Bakersfield. Understanding that
KCETts application was denied, we are urging the FCC to reverse the
decision and rule in favor of KCET's petition for reconsideration.

KCET is considered a pioneer in educational television.
According to recent figures, the addition of Channel 39 in Bakers­
field would bring the first over-the-air public television service
to roughly 159,000 television households. This fact alone should
provide the impetus for the FCC to overrule the previous decision.

We are sure you are aware of the recent engineering study
commissioned by KCET that demonstrates two major facts: 1) the
mountainous terrain between Bakersfield and Los Angeles effectively
shields a hypothetical Channel 39 in Los Angeles from any signifi­
cant interference by Channel 39 in Bakersfield; and 2) Channel 39
in San Diego has stronger signal strength throughout the Los
Angeles basin and would preclude any use of Channel 39 by a Los
Angeles Television station.

We feel that it is in the public interest for the FCC to grant
a waiv.r from the ATV freeze in order to permit a consideration of
KCETts application for Channel 39 in Bakersfield. Your attention
to tbt ..tter is greatly appreciated. . ~

""Po-~··wt7:'" Sincerely, J$.§Q~....--~__-
David Dreier Wl.lliam Thomas ",,-, ' ,
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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