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Honorable Trent Lott

United States Senator
Eastland Building, Suite 226
245 East Capitol Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201

Dear Senator Lott:

This is in response to your April 16, 1993, letter in which you enclosed
correspondence from your constituent, Mark C. Mize, concerning the potential

for interference to medical telemetry equipment when such equlpment is used to
monitor the vital signs of hospital patients.

As Mr. Mize indicates, most patient monitoring equipment operates on shared
low-power frequencies in the 450-470 MHz frequency band. Whenever frequencies
are shared, there is a potential for interference between systems sharing the
frequencies. The Commission is very aware of this situation, particularly
with respect to medical telemetry usage. We have recently discussed this
situation with major manufacturers of medical telemetry equipment and are
currently attempting to arrive at a practical solution that will reduce the
potential for interference to medical telemetry systems.

On November 6, 1992, the Commission released a Notice of Proposed Rule Making,
PR Docket No. 92-235, that includes, along with other issues, proposals for
the use of- frequencies in low-power applications such as medical telemetry.

On May 6, 1993, the Commission conducted a panel discussion open to the public
to discuss these proposed amendments to the private land mobile radio rules.
The panel consisted of equipment manufacturers and FCC personnel. One of the
participants was a representative of Hewlett-Packard, a leading manufacturer

of medical telemetry equipment, who discussed the issue of interference to
such equipment.

Please be assured that the Commission is aware of the situation that Mr. Mize
describes, and is attempting to arrive at a practical and effective solution.

Asincerely, g .

Ralph A. Haller

Chief, Private Radio Bureau
CcC:

Chief, Private Radico Bureau
Deputy Chief, LM&M Division
Dockets File, Room 222
Rules Branch File (Chron)
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I am writing youw regarding a situation that | el 13 rtant not
only to the peaplie of 1ss1ppl, but for every citizen this country.
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o~Medical Equipment Technictan far 12 yearz and have
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Gver the years 1 have felt a growing concern in the ar=sa of medical telamestry,
cal facilities

that I hope you can help with. With the trend in medic
to reduce the amount of Lime that a patient spends in a fcronary or Critical
Care unit by sending them to a step it care unit, I have
noticed the number of channed per f srter increass
considerably. 1 am not going to drai neh of rE.
My concern oaver this 13 that most of the ot today are in
the 400 MHz barnd as &re many ercial rac .
ived in 15 radie control aiveoratt, the reason I bricg this
d tegislaticn to inject commercsial channels within
asts ares currently us ers are
conscience their 150 - &00
k dren’t zafety conscience ru
of their 5 tao pound airplanes and causing .
The very 111 patient on telemstry could tence gnothe
and 17 the channmel he i3 on i35 being ind ed with, 11
e da p in a timely Tashion.
1 urrent Lthinking c the FCC regarding
i L3 wonder 1f there are circumstances
t an and protecting that izclation.
I io rol as 1 am medical telemstry.
I 1 we not have legisiation that
a te ri Tate a
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)
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allze iLhat and others that use medical channels
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