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Dear Sergeant Faul kner: FE (fFICEOF1HEstCR8MtY

This is in reply to your letter to presideneon regarding the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No.' 92-2357 FR 54034 (1992). This
Notice proposes comprehensive changes to the . sion's Rules governing the
private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512
MHz.

You are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on radio contro~

(RiC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning our proposals for
the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no adverse impact on R/C
operations because of any proposal contained in the Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land mobile
radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your concerns into
account when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As indicated in the
Notice, we remain convinced that without significant regulatory change in radio
operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality of communications in the
private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the point of
endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest. Your letter will be included in the
record of the proceeding. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,

Joseph A. Levin
Chief, Policy & Planning Branch
Private Radio Bureau
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Correspondence# 587360
Federal Communications Commission

May 14, 1993

TSgt Rickey L. Faulkner, USAF, Ret.
217 Elm Street
Ludlow, Kentucky 41016

Dear Sergeant Faulkner:

Thank you so much for your letter. President Clinton greatly
appreciates the trust and confidence you have expressed in him by
writing.

To give your concerns the special attention they deserve, the
President has asked me to forward your letter to the Federal
Communications Commission. I have asked them to provide you with
a prompt reply, but please bea~ in mind that it may take several
weeks to look thoroughly
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Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio
control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile
frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

February 1, 1993

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a resul t, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies
that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great-l-engthsto
assure the safety of the operators, bystanders, and the protection of property.
Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the
radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the
margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

I am a retired serviceman from the U.S. Air Force. Upon my return to Kentucky,
I have intended to pursue my hobby in model aviation. I derive many hours of
enjoyment building and operating radio controlled models. I am an active member
of the Flying Cardinals Club located in Northern Kentucky. I own 2 pieces of
radio equipment that was just modified to meet the latest restriction placed on
these particular radio bands. Another modification would increase cost to
thousands of radio control operators because this change renders our radios
virtually useless. Our club sponsors local and national sporting events,
including an annual show at the Big Bone park. At all our public functions,
there are quite a few spectators that enjoy our shows and some eventually pursue
the hobby. The safety of the spectators will be greatly reduced if these
frequencies are allowed to be changed.

Please understand that many model airplanes have w1ng spans up to 10 feet and
weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves+>are expensive to build;
but more to the point, they are ~apable of causing property damage, serious
injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where
hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of
radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

~.~yconce~~rQpO£ed-..rnl~W t.Imt .ar;:e_.cuu:eQ.tl¥....!!~_~.£.9!lE ...q~!i,5?E_
by the Federal ~~G.2.~si()n(F?C) •• The ef,:.Q~.gedi_n&-_i.fL~ .
~~t.92-2~ If adopted, the new rures-w11l greatly reduce the usabil1ty of
frequencies'currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Dear Mr. President,

\ }'he Honorable Bill Clinton
.-/'/ 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20554
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I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions
of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may
not think we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of commercial aviation industry.

From the recent news, I am impressed that you are prepared to stand up for the
rights of the people when they are endangered. My: ri;dlu....!9..!..~5!~i_~2nlE.2.!le~

p ~ an~~,~~I~ll.-..j.~.,.Jl~J.!l& .. tlwea.t.en.e4._ bec.~.lJ.~~_..~.?~9ne~ ..w~n!;.$-t.Q._.~~,. -more. mQ~Y.....9~
f'"re9.uen9....Y.£l:!3!!!g~. Please aid the hobbists around the country and protect their
righ7s. ~lea;;e E~!_!;.~~..~!~99J,1~~n~~.,.9~h.~llg~§_.J)~;:.QP.9.2.~d _qb!-_~~~. g.9.~ and help me
cont1nue the safe enjoyment of my favor1te past1me.

Sincerely,

LL~~d~
~. Faulkner, TSgt (Ret USAF)
217 Elm Street
Ludlow, KY 41016
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