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To: The Commission

COMMENTS OF ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS
ON ALCATEL’S SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS

The ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS ("AAR"), by its
attorneys and pursuant to Section 1.45 of the Commission’s Rules,
hereby submits its Comments in response to the Supplemental
Comments filed by Alcatel Network Systems, Inc. ("Alcatel"), in
the above-referenced proceeding.! Alcatel’s Supplemental
Comments addressed a Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making
("Further Notice") in which the Federal Communications Commission
("FCC" or "the Commission") proposed to reallocate and
rechannelize five bands above 3 GHz to accommodate common carrier
and private fixed microwave licensees displaced from the 2 GHz

band.?

v The Commission established June 14, 1993, as the deadline
for filing comments on the Supplemental Comments filed by
Alcatel on May 20, 1993. Public Notice, ET Docket 92-9, DA
93-603, released May 28, 1993.

4 Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making, 7 FCC Rcd 6100

(1992).
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. to the industrv_as g whole. includina matters pertaining to

I. PRELIMINARY STATEMENT

AAR is a voluntary, non-profit organization composed of
member railroad companies operating in the United States, Canada
and Mexico. These railroad companies generate 97 percent of the
total operating revenues of all railroads in the United States.
The AAR is the joint representative and agent of these railroads

in connection with federal requlatory matters of common concern
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frequency coordinator with respect to operation of land mobile

and other radio-based services.

II. AAR’S PARAMOUNT CONCERN I8 SAFETY AND RELIABILITY OF
THE NATION’S RAILROADS.

The railroads use private fixed microwave systems that
operate on frequencies in the 2 GHz band to meet safety and
reliability requirements in their day-to-day operations. Private
microwave facilities are used to monitor and control more than
1.2 million freight cars on more than 215,000 miles of track
nationwide. Microwave systems are used to automatically transmit
signals and remotely control switching of tracks necessary for
safe routing of trains through busy stations and freight yards.
The systems also relay critical telemetry data from trackside
defect detectors located throughout the rail network.

Information about damaged rails and overheated wheel bearings and









filed with the Commission in December, the Telecommunications
Industry Association ("TIA") proposed an alternative plan based
on 1.25 MHz channels. Alcatel’s new "Compromise Plan"
incorporates elements of its original proposal, TIA’s proposal,
and Joint Comments filed by Harris Corporation-Farinon Division,
Digital Microwave Corporation and Telesciences. AAR believes
that the Commission should adopt a channelization plan for the

bands above 3 GHz that enables the maximum number of displaced 2

GHz elighle and

efficient manner without interference from other licensees’
facilities.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Jaime Y.W. Bierds, a secretary for the law firm Verner,
Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson and Hand, Chartered, do hereby
certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing "Comments
of Association of American Railroads on Alcatel’s Supplemental
Comments" was delivered by hand, this 14th day of June, 1993, to
the following:

Commissioner James H. Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Andrew D. Barrett
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Ervin S. Duggan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Larry Irving
Assistant Secretary
National Telecommunications

and Information Administration
Herbert C. Hoover Building
14th Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20230

Ralph Haller, Chief

Private Radio Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 5002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dr. Thomas P. Stanley, Chief

Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554



Dr. Robert M. Pepper, Chief
Office of Plans and Policy
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Room 812
Washington, D.C. 20554
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