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COMMENTS OF ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS
ON ALCATEL'S SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS

The ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS ("AAR"), by its

attorneys and pursuant to Section 1.45 of the Commission's Rules,

hereby submits its Comments in response to the Supplemental

Comments filed by Alcatel Network Systems, Inc. ("Alcatel"), in

the above-referenced proceeding.' Alcatel's Supplemental

Comments addressed a Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making

("Further Notice") in which the Federal Communications Commission

("FCC" or "the Commission") proposed to reallocate and

rechannelize five bands above 3 GHz to accommodate common carrier

and private fixed microwave licensees displaced from the 2 GHz

band. 2

Y The Commission established June 14, 1993, as the deadline
for filing comments on the Supplemental Comments filed by
Alcatel on May 20, 1993. Public Notice, ET Docket 92-9, DA
93-603, released May 28, 1993.

Further Notice of proposed Rule Making, 7 FCC Rcd 6100
(1992).
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I. PRBLIKlRARY S'l'A'l'BMB!I'r

AAR is a voluntary, non-profit organization composed of

member railroad companies operating in the united states, Canada

and Mexico. These railroad companies generate 97 percent of the

total operating revenues of all railroads in the united states.

The AAR is the joint representative and agent of these railroads

in connection with federal regulatory matters of common concern

to the industry as a whole, including matters pertaining to

regulation of communications. In addition, AAR functions as the

frequency coordinator with respect to operation of land mobile

and other radio-based services.

II. AAR'S PARAKOUH'l' CONCERN IS SAFE'l'Y AHD RBLIABILI'l'Y OP
'l'HB lJA'l'IOIf'S RAILROADS.

The railroads use private fixed microwave systems that

operate on frequencies in the 2 GHz band to meet safety and

reliability requirements in their day-to-day operations. Private

microwave facilities are used to monitor and control more than

1.2 million freight cars on more than 215,000 miles of track

nationwide. Microwave systems are used to automatically transmit

signals and remotely control switching of tracks necessary for

safe routing of trains through bUsy stations and freight yards.

The systems also relay critical telemetry data from trackside

defect detectors located throughout the rail network.

Information about damaged rails and overheated wheel bearings and

dragging equipment is automatically transmitted from these
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detectors to dispatchers, who then can act to prevent disastrous

derailments. Microwave systems also are vital to coordination of

operations among railroads.

Because of the railroads' extensive use of the 2 GHz band

for private fixed microwave operations, AAR has been actively

involved in this proceeding and the related proceeding to license

personal communications systems ("PCS") in the 2 GHz band. 3

AAR's paramount concern is to maintain the integrity and

reliability of its member railroads' private microwave

communications systems so as to ensure safe, reliable and

efficient operation of the nation's railroads. ThUS, AAR's

support of the Commission's plan for authorizing PCS and other

emerging technologies in the 2 GHz band is contingent on the

Commission's guarantees that (1) any fixed microwave licensee

displaced from the 2 GHz band will have access to alternative

frequencies "that are suitable for providing equivalent service

with comparable reliability;'" and (2) involuntary relocation of

2 GHz microwave licensees will be permitted QDly if comparable

alternative frequencies or systems are available and all

relocation costs are paid. s

~ Notice of Proposed Rule Making and Tentative Decision, 7 FCC
Rcd 5676 (1992).

~ Further Notice at para. 2.

~ First Report and Order and Third Further Notice of Proposed
Rule Making ("Order and Notice"), 7 FCC Rcd 6886 (1992) at
para. 24. See Comments of AAR, filed January 13, 1993, in
response to the Order and Notice.
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AAR filed comments supporting the Commission's efforts to

fulfill these guarantees with a rechannelization plan aimed at

optimizing opportunities for relocating 2 GHz incumbents to

higher bands. 6 AAR did not state a preference for any

particular rechannelization plan. Rather, AAR urged the

Commission to adopt a plan that guarantees microwave operations

equal or superior to existing 2 GHz operations in all aspects of

system performance and that accommodates the needs of analog and

digital systems. In Reply Comments, AAR pointed out the grave

uncertainty, as many parties expressed in their Comments, about

Whether, regardless of the channelization plan adopted,

sufficient capacity exists in the higher bands to accommodate

displaced 2 GHz microwave incumbents.

III. TO COJOlISSIOH HOST GOARAnBB KICaoWAVB IHCOJIBBIITS
AVAILABILITY or "COHPARABLB ALTBRDTIVB rACILI'l'IBS" AHD
FOLL COHPBHSATIOH FOR DISPLACBKBIIT.

The channelization plan Alcatel proposes in its Supplemental

Comments does not change AAR's fundamental position in this

proceeding: no private fixed microwave licensee can be displaced

involuntarily from the 2 GHz band unless guaranteed comparable

alternative facilities and full compensation for all relocation

costs. Alcatel originally recommended that the Commission adopt

a rechannelization plan based on 1.6 MHz channels. In comments

~ Comments of AAR (filed December 11, 1992) and Reply Comments
of AAR (filed January 27, 1993).
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filed with the Commission in December, the Telecommunications

Industry Association (tiTIAtI) proposed an alternative plan based

on 1.25 MHz channels. Alcatel's new tlCompromise Plan"

incorporates elements of its original proposal, TIA's proposal,

and Joint Comments filed by Harris corporation-Farinon Division,

Digital Microwave Corporation and Telesciences. AAR believes

that the Commission should adopt a channelization plan for the

bands above 3 GHz that enables the maximum number of displaced 2

GHz microwave licensees to operate in a safe, reliable and

efficient manner without interference from other licensees'

facilities.

Respectfully submitted,

'fHB ASSOCZATZOll 01' AllBRZeu RAZLROADS

Thom J. Keller
Lawrence R. Sidman
Jacqueline R. Kinney

VERNER, LIIPFERT, BERNHARD,
McPHERSON AND HAND, CHARTERED

901 15th Street, N.W., suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 371-6060

Its Attorneys

June 14, 1993



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Jaime Y.W. Bierds, a secretary for the law firm Verner,
Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson and Hand, Chartered, do hereby
certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing "Comments
of Association of American Railroads on Alcatel's Supplemental
Comments" was delivered by hand, this 14th day of June, 1993, to
the following:

commissioner James H. Quello
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

commissioner Andrew D. Barrett
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

commissioner Ervin s. Duggan
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Larry Irving
Assistant Secretary
National Telecommunications

and Information Administration
Herbert C. Hoover Building
14th Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20230

Ralph Haller, Chief
Private Radio Bureau
Federal communications commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 5002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dr. Thomas P. Stanley, Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554
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Dr. Robert M. Pepper, Chief
Office of Plans and Policy
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Room 812
Washington, D.C. 20554
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