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July 22, 1993

BY HAND

William F. Caton, Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

;

Re: Scripps Howard Brc:$,dcasting Company
MM Docket 93-94

Dear Mr. Caton:

Transmitted herewith, on behalf of Scripps Howard
Broadcasting Company, licensee of Station WMAR-TV, Baltimore,
Maryland, and an applicant for renewal of license in the above
referenced proceeding, is an original and six (6) copies of Scripps
Howard's Statement for the Record.

If you have any questions regarding the above matter,
please contact the undersigned.

Very truly yours,
".--"",

''''-- / '--,

David N. Roberts
Counsel for
Scripps Howard
Broadcasting Comparty

cc: The Honorable Richard L. Sippel (by hand) (with enclosures)

No. of Copies rec'd olf- -
UstABCDE - ,,-

CLEVELAND, OHIO

(216) 621-0200
COLUMBUS. OHIO

(614) 228-1541
DENVER. COWRADO

(303) 861·0600
HOUSIUN. TEXAS

(713) 751·1600
LONG BEACH. CAUFORNIA

(310) 432-2827
Los ANGELES. CAUFORNlA

(213) 624-24010
ORLANDO. FLORIDA

(407) 649·4000



DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

BEFORE THE
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

In re Applications of

Scripps Howard
Broadcasting Company

MM Docket 93-94-------File No. BRCTriliIL:cr&Q:3~.. '-'."'-/ :;, ..... ~ " \~

For Renewal of License of
Station WMAR-TV,
Baltimore, Maryland

and

..JI,I I.

Four Jacks
Broadcasting, Inc.

For a Construction Permit for
a New Television Facility on
Channel 2 at Baltimore, Maryland

To: The Honorable Richard L. Sippel
Presiding Administrative Law Judge

File No. BPCT-910903KE

STATEMENT FOR THE RECORD

Scripps Howard Broadcasting Company (IIScripps Howard ll
),

licensee of Station WMAR-TV, Baltimore, Maryland, and an applicant

for renewal in the above referenced proceeding, hereby submits the

following statement for the record.

On July 21, 1993, Scripps Howard filed an application

with the Federal Communications Commission for authority to assign

the licenses of Stations WMC(AM)\-FM\-TV, Memphis, Tennessee from

Scripps Howard to Elcom of Memphis, Inc. The attached press

release explains the circumstances which led to WMC-TV's being

included in this transaction despite Scripps Howard's announced

intention of selling only its radio properties. See Threshold

Showing of Unusually Good Past Programming Record at 6.



This statement is offered to maintain an accurate and

complete record in this proceeding and not as an attempt improve

the comparative position of Scripps Howard.

Respectfully submitted,

Scripps Howard
Broadcasting Company

Its Attorneys

BAKER & HOSTETLER
1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 861-1500

Dated: July 22, 1993



II THE E.W. SCRIPPS
COMPANY

NEWS RELEASE

NYlI:e&PFor immediate release:
JUly 19, 1g93

OINCfNNATI. Ohio - The E.W. ScrIpps Company haa (.Iotted an
agr.ement to .,11 its Memphis television and radio stations to
Atlanta-based Ellis Communioatlona, Ino. for $85 million.

Inoluded In tl1e sale are WMC.TV Channel 6, an NBC afffHate, and
radio statIons WMC-AM 790 and WMC-FM 99.7. The station, ar.e
operated through the Company's 88 peroent-owned aubsldiary,
9crfppi Howard BroadcastIng (NASDAQ: SCRP).

"Our 0°11 wu to obtain the best possible deal for the Memphis
radio station;, and tha~ WI did With great ouooeS!." said
Lawrenoe A. Leser. prslldont attd ohief .x.autlv. officer.
"However, we alao r60eived an unsolicited and outstanding offer
for the tel.vi.ion station, whioh then opc,"od up the possibility
of all three WMC stations remaining uno.r oommon ownership."

The thr~8 ltations are housed in the .ame building on unIon
Avenue In downtown Mem~hi; and share a tranamltter faclllty,
factor! that would have presented logistical challenges to
eeparate ownership.

"Our decision to $ell WMC~TV was the result of a uniQU'
situation. not an indication of our feeUngo toward television
stations," Leser ••Id. "Broad08$t television has held • prominent
positIon in this company for nearly 50 years. and that's not about
to oh=nQc,"

(MOtS ...)



Be04luse the WMC broadoaet statione Ire oontrolled by tho same
ontlty that own, the dally niwspaper In Momphls, and tho Gale of
thQ stations will alleviate oro88~ownership In the market, the
Company expe0t8 to receive a "to.x certifiGat$" from the Federal
Communioations Commission. The oertlfl~te would permit the
Company to dfif.r taxes owed on the gain from the sale of tho
stations If the prooeeds are reinvested In similar buslnessos.

-That mads the offar particularly attraotive, It l.e,~r said.

Earlier this year, the Company announced plans to ISIve the radio
business. It's currently n&gotiating the sale of its remaining
radio operations: KUPI.. AM and FM in portland, Ore.; and WVRT-FM,
In Baltimore.

All sales are subjeot to approval by the Federal Communications
Comml$slon.

Following the sale of WMC-TV and the radio station group, the
Company's broadcl$t Oplirations will include tl'lflO NBC
television affiliates, in BaltImore, West Palm B$ach and Tulsa;
three Fox affiliates, in Phoenix, Tampa and Kansas City; two ABC
affiliates, in Detroit and Cfeveland; and one CBS affiliate, ;in
Cinoinnati.

The E.W. Soripps Company also operates 20 dally newspapers,
GRoie 'ystGmi with 679,000 subsorio6rs, and is a worldwide
syndicator and licensor of naws features and comIcs.

'i'Contact: Rich BOQhne, Uti i. W. Scripps Ccm~ny, 51S·g77.3826.



Certificate of Service

I, Diane Wright, a secretary in the law offices of Baker

& Hostetler, hereby certify that I have caused copies of the

foregoing "Statement for the Record" to be sent via United States

mail this 22nd day of July, 1993 to the following:

The Honorable*
Richard L. Sippel
Presiding Administrative Law Judge
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, NW
Room 214
Washington, DC 20554

Martin R. Leader, Esq.
Fisher Wayland Cooper & Leader
1255 23rd Street, NW
Suite 800
Washington, DC 20037
Counsel to Four Jacks

Broadcasting, Inc.

Norman Goldstein
Hearing Branch-Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, NW
Room 7212
Washington, DC 20554

Robert Zauner
Hearing Branch-Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, NW
Room 7212
Washington, DC 20554

* By Hand


