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STATE OP THE PITTSBURGH BEE • ,

OCTOBER. 1987

TEX MEYER
WBZZ RADIO
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Each aonth continues to be a record breaker and October is no
exception. I was worried that the R a R would take its toll in the
billing departaent. but was I wrong. The ratings are great and the
bU ling has fallen into place. The coapeti tion is shouting - SUlliler
Book - Suaaer Book I This is WBZZ's fourth uptrend and the billing
has always been substantially up each year that I've been here. We
have had downtrends. but the billing has always been up. You do what
you gotta dol You work the show I This aay be our best book evert
If we look back to 4 years ago the nuabers have alMost doubled and
the billing is well ahead of the nuabers. We have replaced. in the
past. salespeople with better qualified salespeople. We have always
upgraded. It all started with Linda Kearns. continued with Steve
Denton. Theresa Sullivan. Cindy Yon, Paaela Coyne. and Shari Miller.
Linda and Shari have over three years selling at the Bee. Theresa,
Pallela and Cindy over a year. and The Original Tin Man "Toa Pauls" is
starting his sixth year. Mitch Wexler is finding his niche and Gail
WilliaMs is holding her own. I would like to add another salesperson
looking ahead to 1988. I have already started preparing the rough
drafts for the 1988 fiscal budget and Pittsburgh will again deliver
what we proaise - the bottOM line and the sales projections. no blue
skies - no bull shitt

OCTOBER 1986 NATIONAL:
OCTOBER 1986 LOCAL:
OCTOBER 1986 TOTAL:

$75,191
$3f57.748
$432,939

OCTOBER 1987 NATIONAL:
OCTOBER 1987 LOCAL:
OCTOBER 1987 TOTAL:

$127.433
$485.616
$613.049

Average unit rate is up over 32~ frail a year ago and since we
have had two new rate cards this year. it is tille for another one ­
DeceMber 1. 1987.

Everything seells fine. however it is very frustrating to turn
down NoveMber business. The bUMp list is long and the stations with
avails are benefiting froa the trickle effect. KDKA with 16 units.
the WHTX/WTAE COMbo. WWSW/WTKN COllbo are all benefiting froll our
spillover.

WBZZ/B·94 FM, 1715 Grandview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15211, (412) 381·8100
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The aaazing thing is to look at aarkets saaller than Pittsburgh.
e.g. st. Louis. Seattle with 63 .illton and 66 .illion. and
Pittsburgh if we are lucky will bill 45 ail110n in 1987. There are
some stations in Pittsburgh that are really taking it on the chin.

~ '"

SPORTS NEWS: Pi~ates take over selling the baseball rights I
KDKA now pays the Pirates for t~e baseball rights an~gets a certain
nuaber of avails to sell locally. The Pirates sell the advertising.
hire the announcers and keep the revenues. This logically says that
KDKA'S overall gross revenues will be down in 1988.

. . ,
Malcola Prine head of, the Iroup that runs the Pirates resilOed

over a contract dispute with Syd Thrift. Thrift's contract up. Prine
wanted final approval on all trades and all Thrift's decisions. Syd
wouldn't give in and was ready to leave - Prine resigned with the
approval of the Pirate's Board of Directors.

1.'

PROGIW!IING

Two winners in the 1987 Prize Catalol. also giving away the
trips to Disney.

The aost active TV-caapaign in the aarket is WMYG's Ji.ay a
Steve coaaercial. I aa sure they are runnin, 90_ trade. WBZZ is
also runninltrade. since the cash was cutback. The big problea and
dile••a is the liaited ..ount of avails we have for trade. I aa
going crazy trying to get cash on and KORA AND WTAE are constantly
calling why we can't clear. their trade. while they are clearing our
trade ..

Production bitching about their work load - excuse .e. let's
check the job description herel

Music test is back. the adjust.ents have been .ade. and the Bee
sounds better. The perceptual study should be in our hands any day.
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Jeff McKaye startinE P.D. nonsense again.

ENGINEERING
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The antenna work is co.plete. The crew 8tarted work on Sunday.
NoveMber 1 and co.pleted the work the next day. Good preventive
aaintenance. so.e hot 8pots in the antenna. the worn spots have been
replaced. Station i8 boo.ing and loud. A few weak spots with the
change in teaperature. Recording studio A and B are ready to roll. I
aa Meeting with Jerry Brandi on Friday. Nove.ber·8th for a carpet
trade. these guys al80 do hairpieces on the 8ide. What do you think
Alan? Their slogan is Brandi's Carpets and Rugs. I would love to
wake up one morning and have this fabulous hair. What do YOU think
Wanda?

Missed collection quota. again. I had Fred Polner do a freeby
on collections. paperwork. and credit at the sales .eeting. A highly
inforaative Meeting with good. intelligent questions and Much
participation.. I feel 80 days ago we had a tendency to get sloppy.
A terse Me.o. tightening up on credit policies. Polner and bringing
probleMS to the attention of ManageMent have brought the policies
back in the proper per8pective. Why are your best billers always
your worse collectors? Fauls and Kearns are the sloppiest. Shari
Miller. Steve Denton. Theresa Sullivan. and Paa Coyne the best.

Gary Brobst Made a rare visit to the Bee. Kathy Murray Reynolds
dropped in to test the new systeM. Dwight Douglas a guest speaker at
PRTC. Bud Aiello buzzing around. I was evaluatedl Fly In COMing
togetherl Where is Fist City? World's Fair in Pittburgh. 1989?
What is Winter Wonderland? Who won the World Series? Who Cares?
Kearns over $100.0001 Cindy and Theresa in the top ten. For
everyone waiting for the tooth fairy. he will be at your station any
day now I


