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REPLY COMMENTS OF THE AMERITECH OPERATING COMPANIES

The Ameritech Operating Companies! submit these reply comments
in support of the petition of Southwestern Bell Telephone Company
("Southwestern Bell") requesting the Commission to amend Part 68 of its
Rules to include terminal equipment connected to two-wire Basic Rate
Access interface provided by Integrated Services Digital Network (“ISDN")
access technology.

The petition has gathered substantial support and virtually no

opposition.2 Therefore, the Companies will not reiterate their comments

1 The Ameritech Operating Companies are: lilinois Bell Telephone Company, Indiana Bell
Telephone, Incorporated, Michigan Bell Telephone Company, The Ohio Bell Telephone Company,
and Wisconsin Bell, Inc.

2 IDCMA, AT&T, BellSouth, NYNEX, Southern New England Telephone Company, Pacific Bell and
Nevada Bell, and Bell Atlantic, in addition to the Ameritech Operating Companies, have all filed
in support of the petition. Although US West believes that the rules proposed by Southwestern
Bell are unnecessary, it does not force its opposition and, instead, even suggests clarifying
changes to the proposed rule sections.



as to the benefits of granting Southwestern Bell's petition. However, two
issues were raised in the comments of other parties which deserve
special attention.

First, US West touches briefly on the jack/connector issue
mentioned by the Companies in their comments. US West suggests that
the Commission adopt an eight-position jack called a SJA-11 in lieu of
creating a new registration jack.3 US West's proposal, however, is
premature. It is the Companies' understanding that the ECSA T1E1.3
working group, Connectors and Wiring Arrangements, is discussing the
issue of appropriate network connectors. At their meeting on the 14th of
November, 1991, it was the consensus of the working group that the
eight-pin connector might not be appropriate for the network interface.
The working group will continue to address the issue. However, a
rulemaking proceeding on the registration of ISDN terminal equipment
need not await the industry’'s consensus on connectivity to the network at
the physical layer. By the time rule changes on CPE standards are ready to
take effect, the industry recommendation for connection devices will be
ready for Commission approval.

Second, AT&T requests that the Commission's Part 68 Rules be
amended to provide specifications for terminal equipment connected to
the four-wire ISDN Primary Rate Access ("PRA") interface as well.4 The
Ameritech Operating Companies have no objection to the inclusion of the
PRA interface along with the BRA interface in a rulemaking proceeding.

The Companies, however, have not had sufficient time to analyze the

3 US West at 4.

4 AT&T at 2-3.



technical merits of AT&T's proposed rule language in that regard and
would reserve the right to raise any potential objections to that language
in the context of the rulemaking proceeding itself.

Again, the Companies would encourage the Commission to grant
Southwestern Bell's petition but to otherwise take no action that would

require network connection for ISDN BRA via an eight-position jack.
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