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The Commission should grant Southwestern Bell Telephone

Company's petition2 to incorporate interface standards for Inte

grated Services Digital Network ("ISDN") basic rate access into

Part 68 of the Rules. 3 By doing so, the Commission will siqnal

equipment manufacturers that it supports wide-scale deploYment of

ISDN and will encourage them to offer needed customer premises

equipment ("CPE").

ISDN is rapidly evolving from an "island" technology

to a widely deployed architecture. Bell Atlantic intends to file

ISDN tariffs this year and next in all of its intrastate

jurisdictions. Within two years, most Bell Atlantic wire centers

The Bell Atlantic telephone companies ("Bell Atlantic") are The
Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania, the four Chesapeake and
Potomac telephone companies, The Diamond State Telephone Company and
New Jersey Bell Telephone Company.
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Petition for RUlemaking (filed August 23, 1991).

47 C.F.R. Part 68.
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will be ISDN-equipped. The range of compatible CPE, however,

remains limited.

A significant reason so little CPE has been available

is that uniform interface standards had not been pUblished. Now,

however, the American National Standards Institute has adopted

such a standard for ISDN basic rate access. 4 By including in

Part 68 specifications based on this standard, the Commission

will avoid the need for individual telephone companies to include

necessary ISDN interconnection specifications in their own

tariffs, which could vary by company. The resulting uniformity

will encourage manufacturers to offer ISDN CPE to meet the

growing demand.

4 ANSI Tl. 601, Integrated Services Digital Network - Basic Access
Interface for Use on Metallic Loops for Application on the Network
Side of NT - Layer 1 Specification.
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Accordinqly, the Commission should grant the petition

and promptly institute a rulemaking to amend Part 68 to include

basic rate access ISDN interconnection specifications.
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