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Dear Sir or M.dam.

Pl.... not. th.t I am strongly opposed to the is.uance of "instant caUsigns"
to applicants who have .ucc.ssfully passed the test for an amateur radio
license.

1. The cansigns are uncomfortably clos. to those used by CB.rs. Although
Citiz.n's Band radio has its piac., Ham radio has long attempted to distance
it••lf from the anarchy and chaos of Citizen'. Radio.

2. Inst.nt c.nsigns would complicate the job of Official Ob••rv.rs, .ince it
would b. impossible to make even a qualified, prima facie determination of the
legitimacy of .a caUsign.

3. Th. system for i.suing the callsigns would lle,lulblicly know", thus, in
conjunction with my second objection, there would be no mechanism to further
inhibit an unscrupulous, unlicensed" p.rson from assuming an instant cansign
and using it until ch.allenged. At that point the individual could merely
as.ume Ii ntll.., callsign.

I c.n appreciate FCC's problem of responding to the nearly 1,000 inquiries it
receives .ach month from succe.sful applicants as to the status of their
_uplication.

The inquiries result from lack of information. CI.arly, if providing
information sp.cific to .ny one .pplicant is not feasible, then perhaps FCC
should consider regularly providing gtllntllraJ information covering all
applications.

No. of COpieS rec'd lOA 1:':
UstABCDE~

For exampl., FCC could provide Volunt.er Examin.r Coordinators (VECs> with a
list of numbers. Each aucc.sful applicant would be .ssigned a umque numb.r
at the examin.tion paint. FCC could then queue UP the i88Ued numbers and post
the st.tus of the queue in a USENET news group and on the FedWorld computer
buUetin board system (BBS). The posting should pr.ferably show" the rate of
proce.sing, from which a date could b. project.d for the processing of a
specific eiu.ue number.



If 801M kind of immediate liceneina muat be accompli.hed, then at all coat. it
",,"""~"'''8''~.AQt,be referred to a. "in.tant licen.ing" or "instant call.ign.... It

would be Rluch better if a block of call letters wa. reserved and recycled for
this liRlit.d application, to be referred to as "disposabl. call.ign." as a
default, for lack of a /IIore suitable term.

Incidentally, I find it highly ironic that the FederalCi;1lRlllunicafions
Comlllission .is apparently not acce.sible via electronic mail by the general
public.

Sincerely,

Le. )(noper
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l.e.knoperaf301.n300.z1.fidonet.org (or f53 or f23)


