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The overriding issues that either stayed on - or were moved to the
front burner during the last three months are:

- EDUCATION (at elementary, secondary and post-secondary level).

- BUDGETS at the state and local levels and the resulting cutbacks.

- BALTIMORE CITY MAYORAL/CITY COUNCIL ELECTION and the lackluster
to no campaigns.

- REDISTRICTING at the Congressional level and the our.rageous
gerimandering designed to protect the political futures of the
Democratic incumbents.

- STREET CRIME AND INCARCERATION. The escalation of crime was
underscored by the deaths of two children - one six .~ one an
infant caught in crossfire (in two separate street shooting
incidents). Incarceration moved to the headlines when it was
discovered almost 100 inmates had been held for months - several
for a couple of years without a trial.

- SUPREME COURT AND BUSH NOMINEE Clarence Thomas. The debate that
is tak~g place nationwide is taking place here. There is a
degree of personalization since Thurgood Marshall is a Baltimorean
and the headquarters of the national NAACP headquarters are
located here.
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