
-21-

donation of airtime. If that occurs, and the NCSA programs are

cutback or fail outright, this important information vehicle for

state and local agencies and non-profit organizations will be

lost and many State Associations will probably not survive.

These Associations complement the efforts of the National

Association of Broadcasters to foster the best in broadcasting.

Their loss will seriously disserve the public interest.

III. CONCLUSION

This is no time to place the television broadcast industry

in further jeopardy. The industry is already faced with downward

pressure on revenues as a result of the increasingly competitive

video marketplace. At the same time, the industry is

contemplating the expenditure of millions of dollars in plant

upgrading just to try to stay competitive. All this is happening

in a rapidly evolving environment where technology and the

alliances of program providers and program distributors change

daily. The only certainty is uncertainty. This, combined with

the constitutional concerns, administrative burdens, anti­

competitive effects on advertisers and businesses, detrimental

effects on important formats like home shopping, and harmful

consequences for the viewing public make the imposition of

commercial time or format limitations a truly unwise and

dangerous undertaking. The Associations urge the Commission to

carefully consider these factors and terminate this proceeding

without issuing any proposal for commercial time/format limits.

The only action the Commission should take is to issue an
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unequivocal statement that it would be fundamentally unwise to

reinstate commercial limitations given the strong competition

facing free, over-the-air broadcast television, and the potential

for serious damage to the goals of program diversity if that

industry were jeopardized.
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The Washington State
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By:

Dated: December 20, 1993
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