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1. Sony Electronics Inc. (hereinafter "Sony") respectfully submits its reply comments to

the above captioned Notice of Proposed Rule Making ("NPRM"), which would add 15

new channels to the existing 10 channel cordless telephone service. The 15 new

channels, which will operate in the 44/49 MHz band, will be shared on a secondary

basis with the Private Land Mobile Radio Service users.

INTRODUCTION

2. Sony, together with its ultimate parent corporation, Sony Corporation (Japan)t

manufacturest markets and distributes a broad line of communications equipment,

including cordless telephones operating under Part 15. Sony also manufactures, markets

and distributes color television receivers and VCRs. As a result, Sony believes it is

qualified to comment since this NPRM affects various parts of its business.

3. Sony supports the need to add 15 new channels to the existing 10 channel cordless

telephone service and believes that the additional channels will not have any detrimental

effect on current television receivers. Further, simple instructions to the cordless

te1ephone user to relocate the base unit away from the television receiverifu~
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is detected, which is already found in the instruction manuals for Sony cordless

telephones, should alleviate any concern.

4. Sony would, however, like to bring to the attention of the Commission a possible

concern, which has recently been raised by members of the television industry, that

some of the lower frequencies proposed for cordless telephones may interfere with the

new cable decoder interface proposed under the FCC Cable Compatibility Proceeding.

In fact, the basic design of the new interface was recently agreed upon between the

Cable Consumer Compatibility Advisory Group and the Joint Engineering Committee

of the EIA/NCTA. This new decoder interface will incorporate an IF output to allow

external descrambling and to provide compatibility with future digital video transmission,

which may make decoder interface equipped receivers more susceptible to interference

from transmission in frequencies near the IF. In particular, in light of the fact that the

basic design of the decoder was just agreed upon, Sony has not had the opportunity to

evaluate any potential interference the proposed additional cordless channels would have

on the new decoder interface. In addition, Sony believes that other industry members

have also not had the opportunity to evaluate whether any potential interference exists.

Given the importance of this new decoder interface, Sony suggests that the FCC should

delay final determination on this NPRM at least 60 days to allow Sony (and other

television industry members) an opportunity to undertake further evaluation.

For the reasons stated above, Sony suggests that a decision on the provisions contained in the

NPRM be delayed at least 60 days until Sony can more fully evaluate potential interference on

the proposed new decoder interface.
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