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1. My name is Frank G. Burt, and I make this declaration under the

provisions of 28 U.S.C §1746. I am an attorney licensed to practice law in the

State of Florida, and a member of the bars of the Supreme Court of the

United States, the United States Fifth and Eleventh Circuit Courts of Appeal,

the United States District Courts for the Southern, Middle and Northern

Districts of Florida and the United States Tax Court. I am a partner in the

firm of Jorden Burt Berenson & Klingensmith, with offices located at Suite

500, 777 Brickell Avenue, Miami, Florida 33131-2803 and Suite 400 East,

1025 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20007-0805. I reside

at 21975 S.W. 149 Avenue, Miami, Florida 33170.

2. I have lived in the Miami area since September 1971. I am

submitting this declaration to provide the Federal Communications

Commission with my testimony concerning the contributions made by WHFI'­

TV, Miami to the community's welfare during that station's last license term

(February 1, 1987 to February 1, 1992).

3. My legal .specialties include Environmental law and First

Amendment law. I am the co-author of the annual Florida Section; of the "50
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State Survey; Current Developments in Media Libel and Invasion of Privacy

Law", of the Libel Defense Resource Center, the author of the Florida Section;

"Open Government Manual", for the Reporters' Committee For Freedom of the

Press, and have been a contributor to the Access section of the annual

"Communications Law" treatise published by the Practicing Law Institute. My

law practice has emphasized, constitutional law, including church-state

relations. I have appeared on radio programs, in panel discussions and in

other forums discussing constitutional issues, and have appeared on WHFf­

1V's program "Feedback" at least twice during the above-referenced license

term discussing First Amendment issues. My first appearance in June, 1991

included a discussion of the impact of pending "hate crime" legislation and

ordinances throughout the United States and Florida elevating sexual

orientation to a protected category, and other First Amendment and legislative

issues. During my second appearance, we discussed the "establishment clause"

and "free exercise clause" implications of the removal of sales tax exemptions

on religious materials, the history of taxation on religious activities in North

America both before and after the adoption of the Federal Cqnstitution, and

possible legislative responses. While these are important issues of significant

public concern, I had never appeared on any Miami area station to discuss
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these sorts of issues, nor to my knowledge, had any Miami area television
I

station aired any discussion of these issues, with the exception of a feature on

WPLG-1V concerning "hate crime" legislation, which did not focus on the

implications of the private rights of action created in most such "hate crime"

legislation taken together with amendments including sexual orientation as a

protected category.

3. My family and I are regular viewers of WHFr-1V programming,

and WHFr-1V's children's programming is particularly outstanding. During

the above-referenced license period, my daughter, who is now 8 years old,

regularly viewed the children's programming on WHFr-1V. WHFT-1V's

childrens' programming is of high quality, informative, and articulates moral

values which are conspicuously absent from other childrens' programming.

Much of WHFT-1V's childrens' programming combines instruction and drama

played out to reinforce moral values, such as it is a sin to lie, that it is wrong

to hurt people, etc. WHFr-1V's childrens' programming also teaches

appropriate responses in interpersonal relations, including that more problems

are solved with love and understanding than with anger and conflict. Some

of my daughter's favorite programs were "Davey and Goliath", an animated

show which emphasizes good behavior, and ''The Gospel Bill Show", which
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was a variety program with educational segments and teachings concerning

moral values. My family also viewed WHIT-TV programming regularly during

the above-referenced license period on health and nutrition (Dr. Cherry), and

physical education and exercise.

4. WHFT-TV has a reputation in the community for meeting

community needs and for reaching out to help people in need. Many people

are aware of the station's "His Hand Extended Ministry", where the station

provides emergency food and clothing for people in need. The most

important contribution of WHIT-TV to the community, is that this station

brings a moral persPective to its programming (especially childrens'

programming) which is unavailable from other sources in South Florida.

I, Frank G. Burt, hereby declare under Penalty of perjury of the laws of

the State of Florida and the United States of America that the foregoing

Declaration of Frank G. Burt, consisting of 4 pages, is true and correct to the

best of my knowledge and~eli~,

Executed this~_ayeof August, 1993.

fgb\data\fgb-decl
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DBCLUAlfIOII' OF JaW' c.u ..........LD

1. My na.e is Jean caceres-Gonzalez, and I ala the founder

and president of His 80use ChilClreP.' 8 :IIc8e, located at 7000 IN 53rd

"lerrace, Miaai .. Florida.. 33166. I reside at 6695 SW 152nd Court,

Miaai, Florida, 33193.

2. I have lived in tbe Miami area since HoveaIber .. 1983, anCI

I am an Hispanic Aeeric:an. 1 am a180 bilingual (Bncrlisb-Spanisb).

I .. s\1blaltting thiS Declaration to provide tbe Federal

ca..anicatiacs ca.a1.81on with ~ t ••ti.any cancerniDg tha

contribUti.ons to the CODJltmity'& welfare JIada ~ WIIFT-TV, Il1ami,

during its last licenae term (February 1, 1987 to February 1,

1992) •

3. I founde<l Bis House Children-. ao- in 1989, and I have

been the president of the Residential Child care Association (RCCA)

for one yea): (1992-1993). I aDl a -.ber of the North. :Dade Cbeabcu:

of co.aerce, and 81ft the representative for RCCA at SedJf.~, a aulti­

ageDCY network for severely .-ot1onally cl1sturbeCl 8't'aCIeDta. His

Ho1,16e Children's HOGle was establi8hed to proviCle residential care

for children who are abused, neglected, aDd drug an4 alcohol

exposed. or _hose parents are in crtais. we hage been liCl8D88d by

the Depa'rt.-nt of Realtb and Rehebili"tative Services to give care

to eight cb11dren, bUt we Ja1ni.ster to the DIOthers end families of

these children as well. Roughly 35 percent of the chi l4ren we ha.ve

served are Hispanic, apprWlimately 45 percent ~e Africen-1uDerican,

10 perce:n't are Anglo, and 10 percent are "other." A8 a X'Qaid8ntial

C8:t'e facility, we .,intain the children's health, oversee their

- 1 -
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8chool placameu't, and :facilitate the delivery of other servi.ces,

such as family or individual counseling for the ehild and hi8 or

her fMlily •

-t. During the lic::ense te-a. I was a participant in the

"Prai•• the Lord--South Florida" ProgrUl twice. I appeared on the

program in January, 1991. and ",gein in October, 1991. I wrote en

::i.ntitial letter to Robin Downing and I received a Q1.ll fro. a

representative of WHP't 1n response. Tbe person aake4 if I lIQuid be

a gnest: on the progralll. Sinca I baliave that; 4rags aAd drag abo..,

and 'the plight of abused and neglected children in our comauni'ty,

are two of the most serious problema facing our ce-8IUnity, I

consented to appear on the progrUl.

5. The first time on the prograa I was interviewed by Re-,r.

Cli~f Horvath, the second time by an African-A8ericao Pastor and

his wife. Each time on the sbDw I wu interviewed £or roughly OD.­
half an hour about ~ ea:perianCAs tdth drug exposed and abuaed

chi lc!ren. During the prograas 1 was able to describe at 8OID8

lengtb the proble-s facing- SomB of oar chi Idrez:a in Miaa1, and bow

drug and alcohol addiction baa such a draaa1:ic aDd terrible 1mpact.

Qn their lives. I wae able to describe both What our program did

for the chi ldren, as well as What we do for the children' 6

faai11e., particularly the ~tber8. Finally, I appealed to people

to beeewe personally involved in helping' children who -ere abused

or neglected, aDd, if they could not beCQlDe per$onally involved in

helPing these ehildren, I asJted that they become involved enough 1:0

report children were abused, neglected or drug exposed 80 that the

- ;z -
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children bad a chance for help. At intervals during the tiae I

appeared on the program, m::r D", the n_ of the boUa., and our

telephone nUiDber was displayed on the screen.

6. I received a responsE! from the audience after each of ~

program appearances. Viewers came by the bouse with high chairs,

strolle.rs, and diapers in response to -.y ~ppeal on the progra.. We

also recei"Qd some financial con:tribu1:ions. .A. few people who saw

ae on WRFT came forward to volunteer to alp V1th our children. I

also received a number of telepbone call. frail people who flaw tba

program. and wanted to thank me tor what we were dOing tor children,

wb.o wanted. to encourage me 'With ex.pre881one of their support, or

who offered to pr~y for me and for our cb1ldren.

7. I appreciated the opportunity to discuss t:be needs of

Himai' 8 children OD a television 8how t and to daacr1be 8011lf1

progruas. BUell 8S ours t which are 111v01ved in serving the Dead. of

tba.8Q neglected and abused children. WHF"l" gave .. an opportunity

to ask for help, and the station.. thrOUgh the C~llt. of the hoat

and' by displaying our address aDd nwaber on tile .creen; a180

encouraged their viMMra not only to contribute, but to beco-e

persoually illvolved in reaponc1ing to our needs. Al'tbough Sis House

Children IS :ao.e has been in ui&~ence for alDlOSt four years now, I

have not been asked to be a guest on eny o'ther English l~gue.ge

progra. on a Miaai teleVision s'tation.. nor has an!' other Engl ish

laDgUage television station taken an activa interest in my ministry

or encouraged people to beca.e personally 1nvolved in helping lIP'

IIlinistry or assisting tbe abUsed and neglectecl Ch11c1ren we serve.

- 3 -
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WHFT has doDe botb. I have been iil guest on a Spanish language

program on chaJmel 23, and on two Spanish language Cable programs.

- " -
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1; Jean Cace:res-Gonzelez, hereby declare under penal ty of perjury

of the laws of the State of Florida and the Ut1ited States of

America that the forgoing WDeclaration o£ Jean Caceres-Gonzales,·

consisting of four (4) pages, is true end correct to the best of my

knowledge anG belief.

-
-

-

-
-
-
-
-
-

Ezecuted this
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DBC""PAUOK C. au".. X. caJltID.

1. ICy name is Krei.. Ruther K. carter. I n the suparvisar ot

the Perinatal Addiction Unit and special Projeot Coordinator, Baud

of Broward county commission, Aloohol and Drug AbUse Division,

located at 1011 SW 2nd court, Fort LaUderdale, Florida, 33312. I

reside at 122 NW 7th Avenue, Dania, Florida, 33004.

2. I am an Atrican-berican, and. was born in Dania. With

"the exception of about 11 years after high sChool, I have lived in

the Kiam1 area all Jly life, and cont.inuously since 1962. 1: am

aw.iti:.ing this Daclaration to provide the Federal C0IDIUD1cations

Co.ussion with ay testimony concerning the contributions to 'the

CJ01n1IUnit.y". welfare mad. by lIHPT-'l'V, lIiUli, during its last lioenae

ten (FebrUary 1, 1987 to FebrUary 1, 1992) ..

3. r all a certified acldiat.ion prof'essional, and am a meaber

ot the Doard o~ directors ot Healthy Kother, Healthy:saDy. I aa the

coordinator or Youth services of the Brovard County churches, and

all also a aeaber of the Aaerican Leqion Auxiliary. :t have won the

"Spirit of Bxcellence Award- trOll 'the Jliud Herald. I am a former

~ of the board of directors of the Urban League, and a. tormer

coordinator of the United Pund of the United Way, Broward COUn'ty.

I a. a.180 tbe Coordinator for cocaine mothers and. babies in BRS

Diat:rict 10.

ll. .&pproxiaat.ely six years ago VCiI bag'an the Perinatal

Addiction Unit as the first Brovard COunt.y outreach program for

addicted wcm.en. OUr program is a residential proc;rUl for wOllen

addicted to drugs, prilaarily c::rac:k cocaine. We now bave a 16 bed

- 1 -
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reeiClential facility for ad4ict.ad vaaen, in which they stay frcm.

ana to six aontbs.. During the period they are in residence the

vo.aan receive adult education, drug- oounselilN]. and have tbair

babies. After there babies a.re born, we find a place for the women

to li,,-Q in the cOPlUnity, and help with the rcmt. We alBo help the

women locate aayeare, enroll in adult education classes, and help

with placeaent in a jo]) training progra., if appropriate. Once the

1IaaeD. 1Iove out of our facility t.hay return to us for out pa1:ient

treatJlent, which includes .both qrol.lp and individual drug-
-
- counseling .. The woaen are involved in our proqrUL for

-
appronmately two years ..

Du:rinq the license tara 1: appeared on • channel 45

prowraa called "FeedbaCk- on three different occasions, in 1988,

approximately 30 lIlinut.es about substance abuse and addiction. J!y

discussion ooncentrated on the ravages caused by oraOle cocaine on

yo~ WOllen Who becoae mothers, and the de.vastating- effect that the

_other's drUq addiction has on the baby. On one progru we focused

on the i;apa.at of drug addiction on the babies. With me on the

progrUl was: a doctor who talked the aedical aspects of crack

addiction on a baby; a lacly rroJlt the health department 'Who

dillQ\lsced the raaificat.ions of drug use on p:r-enatal care; and an

at'torney who discussed the lqal aspects of druq addiction as they

related to obildren. I discussed ~ psycho-social aspecte of

crack addie:t.ion on llOthers and Children. We discussed every aspect

of the problem and answered questions fro. a studio audience.

-
-

-

1990, and 1991. In each instance I was interviewed for

- 2 -
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6. Based. on thi. e.xperience I believe that WHFT does ill much

better job of covering the. probleas of drUg aMiction and bow it.

effects YOW1CJ .others and their childran than any other station in

the Jliaai area. Other stations ha.ve done stori•• on the probl.,

usually eapha81zinq the orack babies, wi~ a lot or pictures. 1n

my eKperience the progr..s on ohannal 45 oovered the prob~81l in

much greater depth, discussed tbe collplexity of the problebl and the

various -.dioal, legal and social aspe:c*s of it. WlIPT, JlOst

ilaportantly I provided infonation and education about what was

beiDg' done in the COJDJIUnity to cope with the problem. Xoreover,

ohannel 45 provided information about how a. viewer could. qet halp

if they wsre afflicted with the probl_ and needed help. Each -tiae

I appeared on "Fee4l:aackft -.y naJIIe and the telephone number 0% our

program was flashed on the sare.n While I was being interviewed.

:r was encouraqad by the host to describe What was being clone to

help people who were having- prolll_ with drug addiction, and to

'tell. Where to go fOJ: help if a Yiewer had a problem with drug

addiction. Tbe host kept askinq me questions about bow viewers

could help and bow they coull;l get per80nally involved. Rvery 80

oftan the bOtJt or :I would encourage people who need.ed help to call,

" if a person in your bouse is using, please call.-

7. Bach tiae I appeared. on WP1' I vas surprised by the

respon.e. After my first appearance on "Feedbackft there was a. _d

rusb of people oalling for help. Many people who had young W01IQn

and children effected by drugs in their hOJlBS called us for belp

and in1'orsation. several crack addicted mothers aalleCl for

- 3 -
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cOUIWelin4jJ, BOlle vere referred to our progru, or another datcx

canter. I race!vee! several calls fro-. church groups who dona.ted

J:)al)y fumitare and clothi:nq ~or our children. we rece!ved a11

sorts of calls from people who want.ed to volunteer to help, many of

whoa actually bacaJae volunteers. After one of .y appearances on

channel 45 an Hiapanic woman who was in the st.ud10 aUdience met ••

in -.y office a few clays later. She told 'lie that one of the thinqs

that our proqx'Ul was lacking- vas day care, and she of:terecl to

organize a day care facility. She did, and the facility is .~ill

operating'.

8. Channel 45 helpa the ooaaunity in other vayw 'too.

Channel 45 has a prayer line ..,i1:b volunteer prayer partners

a~ilable 24 hours to field calls froll station viewers. SoIIetimea

thesa calls are from desperate people wbo need help. At least one

young WOlDen who Oalle to our program called the channel 45 prayer

line and was referred to us for help. Aa part of my jOb I also

work with hoae nuntas who work with tile baclridden, and I also used

to visit .y Aunt in a Nursing Home. llany of the elderly, especi.ally

the Afrioan-aer1can elderly, are lonely be.ca.use 'they are without

their faaili•• and somet:imes are bedridden or canl't leave their

hoaes. lfany of these elderly depend on ohannel 4S and leave their

TVa on channel 4S all 'the tble. These senior citizens s... to liJte

the fact 'that most of th.Q progrUlllling is people oriented, and 'that.

the. people on WII1"T progra-ing talk to them in a positive and

hopeful manner. It woula cause a lot of pain to the elderly to

10•• channel 45.

- 4 -



P.16/20

-
-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-
-

g. I'va heard people in the camauni1:y discuss channel 45'.

O11trnab, and the co_unity believes tbat channel 4S reaches out to

a lot ot people, and 1:hat their ainistry reaches a. lot of people.

1.0. I .also believe that channel 4' is very mportant to the

ainori:ty COImNDities in the Miami area. beial tension and

separat:.icn is a bi9 problem in our area. It seemed that every tille

that I participated. in or watched a. channel 45 program the progrcm

host and a 9004 percentage of the participants in the progru. were

Dll8Jlbers ot Jdnority groups. There was a great deal of obvious

minority partioipat.ion in the progrUl, and the prograa seQIled to

address the need. ot the ainor1ty co_unity.

- 5 -
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aftPORI':mc; D*'IrD;&ttI.

:r, Ru:ther 11. Carter,. herebY declare under penalty of perjury of the

l.aws of: the. St.a.te ot P~orida and the anited State. of America that

the forgoing -Declaration of Ruther M.. carter," consisting of five

(5) pages. i. true and correct to tho best of BY knowledge and

:belief.

Bxecu'te4 this _6 day of Ii~' , 1993.

BY:~ J11 ( &;tz
Ruther K. carter
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DECLARATION OF S"tBPBD DALE CRONK

1. My name is Stephen Dale Cronk. I am the director of

Yellow Ribbon Ministries, located at 9050 Pines Boulevard, Suite

450-6, Pembroke Pines, Florida, 33024. I am now in the process of

moving, and in the next few days I will reside at 5226 SW 1016

Terrace, Cooper City, Florida, 33330.

Communications Commission with my testimony concerning the

2. I have lived in the Miami area for over a decade, and I-
-

am submitting this Declaration to provide the Federal

-
contributions to the community's welfare made by WHFT-TV, Miami,

during its last license term (February 1, 1987 to February 1,

1992) •

3. I am a pilot and ex-Ol'ug sm.uggler who has done time in

prison. During the license term I was the South Florida Director of

organization that uses many ex-convicts, like myself, to minister-
Prison Fellowship, Inc. Prison Fellowship, Inc. is a nonprofit

to prison inmates. Prison Fellowship runs a number of educational,

- counsel ing and job training programs for those imnates,. . , "~",,

and

-
-
-

provides support and counseling to the inmate when he is released.

4. I appeared as a guest on the uPraise the Lord--South

F10rida ll pl'ogram once a year in 1988 through 1991. Each time I was

interviewed for one-half hour about our programs and the problems

ex-cons experience trying to reintegrate into the community and to

reestablish their relationships with their family. I also talked

about my e~perience in prison, and the conversion experience that

turned Illy life around. During each program I also tried to promote

- 1 -
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our "Project Angeltree n program. Project Angeltree is a Prison

Fellowship program which provides gifts and toys to over 7000

inmates' children at Christmastime. Each time on the program I

would talk about the project, what we were doing and what we

flashed on the screen during my appearance on the program. The

program host also encouraged viewers to get involved in our program

by volunteering to help.

5. I was amazed and pleased at the audience response each

time I appeared on the station, as it was far greater than on the

other area television station, channel 33, on which we made an

-
-

needed. The name of our program and the telephone number was

appeal one year. Every year I would get calls from hundreds of

people who wanted to donate gifts for the project or who wanted to

help distribute them. Some called to volunteer their churCh to

viewers and the volunteers they prompted our program would have had

much less success and served far fewer children than it did.
-
-
-
-

help our project. Without the response we received from WHFT

- 2 -
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SUPPORTING DBCLARAIfIOH

1, Stephen Dale Cronk, hereby declare under penalty of perjury of

the laws of the State of Florida and tbe United States of America

that the forgoing "Declaration of Stephen Dale Cronk," consisting

of two (2) pages, is true and correct to the best of my knowledge

and belief.

-
-
-
-

-
-
-
-

Executed this __~;l _ day of~. 1993.


