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10 COMMENTS OF VIACOM IN1ERNATIQNAL INC

Black Entertainment Television, Inc. ("BET") hereby opposes the "Comments

on the Petition for Reconsideration" filed by Viacom International, Inc. ("Viacom") in this

proceeding. Viacom has asked the Commission to reduce its horizontal o\W1ership limit from

30% to 15% or, alternatively, to reduce the channel occupancy limit from 40% to 20% for

cable operators who reach at least 15% of all cable homes passed nationwide.

Reduction of the Commission's channel occupancy limit would adversely affect

BET and would thereby adversely affect the public interest. As BET informed the

Commission in its initial comments in this proceeding, and as the Commission itself

recognized in its Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking~ "MSO investment has been

.essential to the creation of the most innovative and popular cable programming" such as BET

and that it "is common for several MSOs to acquire minority interests in a new programming

service in order to spread the risk associated with launching such services ...." Further
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Notice, ~ 201, n. 196. Indeed, cable investment has been critical to establishing BET as a

viable and valuable programming senrice. Adoption of more stringent channel occupancy

rules that would discourage carriage·ofBET solely on the basis ofMSO investment in that

senrice would dissenre the very purpose of the Commission's channel occupancy limits to

"increase the diversity of sources of cable programming." Further Notice, ~ 168. BET is a

minority-controlled programming source that also provides programming targeted to a

minority audience, and thus, cable carriage of BET furthers the purpose of the Commission's

rules. If the Commission were to further reduce its channel occupancy limits as proposed by

Viacom, cable subscribers would be the real losers.

Accordingly, BET hereby requests the Commission to dismiss or deny the

"Comments on Petition for Reconsideration" filed by Viacom International, Inc. in this

proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

BlACK EN1ERfAINMENT 1ElEVISION, INC

February 22, 1994
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