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After reading the lastest issue of Boat U.S.

nicely t.uckf~c.1 c'.lAl<:iY on thE~ b,3Ck paqE' in one pal'agraph the IlnE!\o'./ u.!:;er'5 f~?E,II!,

I have come to the following assumption •..

You are a bunch of IRRESPONSIBLE MONEY GRABBING BUREACRATS I I I

DUE' tel YOLJF\ gr(eed, \{OU 'i:1.I'e crE!c;1.ting C:inothE:~r t..ypE~ of unrf:=qul,3t~?d I'C. B. II

situation. Those of us who properly license and maintain our ship

st.at.iDns and <:~J.i";O F'F1:0PERLY communicatE' Dn thE- I'aclio, :i.nst..ead elf "p:i.I",3t..E'"

the air waves like turnpike truckers, ~C~ h~iD9 p~D~li~§~!

It doesn't seem intellengent to take a proven life saving system,

like Marine Radio, and start raping those of us who follDw the law and

license our ship station. If there is a budget deficit, don't tax

those Df us that are already licensed and pay fDr it. Go after the

boaters who are CURRENTLY usinq the Marine air wave that are unlicesed

and breaking the law.

I guarentee that for everyone licensed Dperator ••. there are fcur

or more that are UNlicensed. They abuse the air waves, irritate the

Coast Guard and could possilbly jeopardize a life.

Don't penalize me for being honest, professional and following the

law. You will tempt me and others like myself to not renew our license

due to this PENALTY TAX . But be sure that. with your ineffective

management, I will still have a radio on my boat.

If you were a boater on the Great Lakes, you would see all that I

hi':i\/€~ mf.?nt i on ('!:.'c/ .i. ~::; r act. (·)ncl r 1...11" thE-"'- '-ilor'E,' tt!.~~!.~~ I'pr:.,:,r'p€:.>t. r'E-It.or' 5 'I aT' e t.h€~

same boat.ers that operate their vessels under the influence, litter the

lakes with trash and debris.

SincE!I"E~ly!,

(3er,,~ I d )'1'11' ·f .. :n I..... ~,-", dJ_M~(}i
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Secretary of the FCC
c/o Office of Managing Director,
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M st. NW,
Washington, D.C. 20554

:\lV1"-T r::!l ~ r;np;,,( 0D!GINAI, I ,,_t. \.'_ ,.Jl). I

'93
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lNARi2 91994
Subject: Proposed "user fees", on Marine VHF License~WQUNIU.\_GOUM

~OFSECRETARY ISSKW

Dear Secretary:

According to an article in "Boat/US Reports, Volume XXVIII,
November 1993", I am given to understand the FCC is going to
consider adding $7.00 per year "user fees" to the current charge
now being made for a Marine VHF 5 year permit of $35.00.

This amounts to doubling the cost to anyone using subject
radios for no apparent reason except to get more money for the
Commission.

As the situation now stands, the FCC only issues these
permits and of course puts them in their computors. The files so
created then, would allow the FCC to "look up" a call sign to
determine who holds the permit. Actually, as far is apparent to
anyone who uses these radios and listens to others on the air,
this is the only function that is performed.

I rather suspect that in some areas, Engineers listen for
violations and issue citations, same as for any other "services".
Of course violators then are fined or brought to court or some
other such legal action.

However, the law-abiding VHF user gets nothing in the way of
service for the money now paid. Doubling the cost to this user
is mostly an affront. It's like "we want more money, so you are
it"!

The writer is not one for illegal operation of radio equip­
ment. I have held an amateur radio license since early in the
1960's and have always been against "boot-leggers" and the like.
It is my opinion that doubling the fees will bring about just
such operations, reducing the safety value of channel 16 or any
other safety channel.

Retired as I am, I spend a lot of time in my boat just off
the Ohio River in Aurora Indiana. When I am there, I have the
radio listening on channel 16 and have heard many calls for
assistance there. I note the USCG does corne in and try to get
some other boat in the vicinity to corne help but never have I
ever heard the USCG advise that they had a cutter or other vessel
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