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Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Ex Parte Presentation; PR Docket No. 92-235-Dear Mr. Secretary:

In accordance with section 1.1206(a) (1) of the Commission's
rules, we are filing herewith on behalf of the Association of
American Railroads two copies of a written §X parte presentation
that was sent today to the Chief of the Commission's Private
Radio Bureau.

Any questions concerning this matter should be directed to
the undersigned.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

~~~
Thomas J. Keller

Attorney for the Association
of American Railroads

Enclosures

cc: Mr. Ralph Haller ;,
No. of Copiesrec'd~\
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April 11, 1994

2600 TEXAS COMMERCE TOWER

600 TRAVIS

HOUSTON. TEXAS 77002

17131237-9034

TELECOPIER: 17131 237-1216

Mr. Ralph Haller, Chief
Private Radio Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5002
2025 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: "Spectrum Refarming," PR Docket No. 92-235

Dear Mr. Haller:

Enclosed for your information is a set of sixteen charts
summarizing the position of the Association of American Railroads
(AAR) on rechannelization of the VHF portion of the spectrum used
for Private Land Mobile Radio Service, which is one of the topics
under review by the Commission in PR Docket No. 92-235. These
charts summarize the advantages of adopting the VHF
channelization plan that has been recommended by AAR in its
comments and reply comments filed in this proceeding.

A copy of this let~er and the accompanying charts are being
filed today with the Secretary in accordance with the
requirements of the Commission's rules governing ex parte
presentations.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

~tf~
Thomas J. Keller

Attorney for the Association
of American Railroads

Enclosure
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AAR's Position on VHF Refanning
Overview

o NPRM in Review

DAM'. PoeiIion

o VHF Channel PIa.. Being Considenld

o Benefits ofOption R

o Option R Supporthm APCO and UTe

o Voice Plus Data, the Path to World Ca­
Railroading

Frame-1
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AAR's Position on VHF Refanning

NPRM in Review

o Loea of ContIguoua Spectrum.

o Reduction ofDeviation for All Radio
Equipment by 1996.

o Reduction of ar.ctive RIdIItIId Power to 5
watts for Antennas Above 590 f8et.

o Replacement ofAll Radio Equipment to
Meet NalTOWband RequirwnentB by 2012.
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AAR's Position on VHF Refanning
T

AAR's Position
o RetIjn~ Block d Spectrum tor

Railroad Use to Ensure 5af8ty.

o Elirninatl RequiIwnent to Reduce Deviation.

o Follow ERP GuIdeu.-.. DefIned by
LMCC.

o Replace Only the Equipment in Major Metro
Areas and Meet an Efticiency Standard.

Frane-4



AAR's Position on VHF Refanning
r

i

VHF Channel Plans

o LMCC OptIon A, Two StIp Migration to 6.25
kHz Channel Widths - "Shiftand Pack"

o LMCC 0pI0n B, One StIp Migration to 8.25
kHz Channel WtdIhs - "Latge SystIm
Chaos"

o AAR Option R, Offset Overtay Utilizing 12.5
kHz Channels - "A Mont Palatable Solution"

FraTle-5



VHF Mgrclion
VNB =6.25kHz

LMCC 0pII0n A

r
i

I cug. I
25kHz EQlJIPf.e«

on 15kHzChannIIIc.-.

12.5kHz, NEW CHANNEL

I 19M-'" I
I

12.5kHz I

, I , I " ••••••• ,---0
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I 3IM-3)14 I 6.2SkHz OtANNE LS
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AAR's Position on VHF Refanning

r

Trunking, a New Tenn for
Railroads

D In the HIghly Conge8tBd AnNIs, Tronking
WIll Provide Relief.

D Logical Working Groupe WIll be Organized
into Safer Communications Groupe.

D u.... in the Field Will be~ FruatratBd by
Listening Only to TheirWork Group.

Frame -11



AAR's Position on VHF Refanning
r

High Tech Data Applications

o Data Links to the Track Equipment for Asset
Management.

o Data Linka to the locomotive for t-te.IIh
Monitoring, Fuel Management, etc.

o Data Links from Def8ct Det8ctDrs to the
Locomotive CI8W8.

o Data Unks at Intennodal Facilities.

Frame-12



AAR's Position on VHF Refanning

r

Railroads Need a DIgital Radio
Standard

o RaiIroadII are ,~ on All
RaiIroIdI MuM be able to .

o A Standard WiIIlneure Multiple Vendors.

o A Standard WlH Elininate "Custom"
Railroad Radios R8IMIIIing in Lower Coat
Radios. (Off the Shelf User Equipment)

Frame-13



AAR's Position on VHF Refanning
r

The AAR and APCO 25

o The AAR has had a A • Actively
Involved with the

,.,.... for AImoetn-V....

o APCO 25 is an Open ArchilBctul8.

o APCO· 25 Appears to Meet the Railroad
IndustJYs Needs.

Frame-14



AAR's Position on VHF Refannlng
r

Use ofAPCO 25 is Dependent
on OptIon R

D Muat Have the 0II'8et Overtay Channel Plan
to I'C,.." Symmetric TrunIdng Channele.

D Muat Have the 12.5 kHz Channel WidtM to
Operate In an APCO 25 Mode.

Frame-15



AAR's Position on VHF Refanning

Summary
o RaIIro8ca aN. Unique Member of the

.PrIvati Radio Bureau.

o Railroads IntIropendI Nationally With
Employee and PublIc SIIfety a Top PrIority.

o The AM. Plan _MI..t the FCC's
Spectrum EtIIciency Standard.

o Railroad Comm. Needs Continue to Grow,
the FCC Should Allow the Railroada to
Retain Current Spectrum for Future Needs.
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