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March 18, 1994

Federal Communications Commission STATE
1919 "M" Street N.W.
Wwashington, D.C. 20554 FCCMAILROOM MARINE

BOARD

Dear Commission Members,

The Oregon State Marine Board is opposed to the recent proposal
by the Federal Communications Commission to raise VHF radio
license fees for boaters from $35 to $105 for a 10-year license.

The proposed fee increase would surely discourage owners of
recreational watercraft from- carrying an essential piece of
safety equipment. We cannot ignore the likelihood that boating
accidents will increase because owners of recreational vessels
opt to leave a VHF radio off their boat.

Once again the administration is in danger of creating a
potentially disastrous consequence in an attempt to raise
revenue. The attempt to reduce the federal deficit by
increasingly taxing owners of recreational watercraft has been
shown in the past to be bad policy.

If fewer boat owners use VHF as a result of this increased fee,
the FCC may be making our waterways less safe, and putting a
greater financial burden on the Coast Guard for search and rescue
that could be avoided if more VHF radios were used.

We urge the FCC to abandon this proposal in the interest of
boating safety for all waterway users.

Respectfully,

Randall S. é%é;g;;:b-~\2T;d
Chair

RSC:jeb

cc: Senator Bob Packwood No. of ,
Representative Elizabeth Furse IJNABC fs"”d ’
Admiral Kime, U.S. Coast Guard

435 Commercial St. NE
Salem, OR 97310-0650
(503) 378-8587

FAX (503) 378-4597
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Federal Communication Commission
1919 M St., NW,
Weshington, D.C. 20554

Subject: PROPOSED INCREASE IN BOAT RADIO LICENSE FEE
"YOU MAY CANCEL MY LICENSE TO USE THE TRANSMITTER PORTION OF MY VHF MARINE RAD|0"

If you haven't figured it out yet, this is the messages you will get if you impoee this incresss in
Best Radio L icenss Fees. Doesn't common senss tel| you that instead of increasing the revenue
you hope to gain with the increase will in fact decrease the present income derived from the
$35.00 foe?

Haven't you heard? The peoplis of this Country ars tired of you (the Government) taking food
from our tables so you can snhance the waste of money by the Gov't Bureacrats.

The VHF Marine Redio, for which you are proposing to raise the Fes to $100.00, is used
esventially as safety squipment for offshore boating on the Ocsen and other large bodies of water.
It is our primery communications with the Coast Guard or other sources of Marine Rescue

Companies.

1 will not pay the $100.00 fee you are proposing. The Radio will be destroyed. You will not get
the $35.00 that I'm currently paying now.

Is this plain enough?

Very Sincere,

fad T liW/‘%

Robert A. Morgan
21 Mobile Lane
Crescent City, CA 95531




