
OREGON FEDERATION OF BOATERS, INC.
Protects and enhances boating in Oregon

March 22, 1994

Federal Communications Commission
1919 "M" street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commission Members,
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Oregon Federation of Boaters is a volunteer organization
representing owners ot Oregon's more than 185,000 registered
recreational watercraft. We are opposed to the recent proposal
by the Federal Communications Commission to raise VHF radio
license fees for boaters from $35 to $105 for a 10-year license.

Many of our members cruise in the ocean off the Oregon coast and
in the San Juan and Canadian Gulf Islands. They depend on their
VHF radio as an essential piece of safety equipment. The
exorbitant fee may have an unintended consequence of contributing
to boating accidents as owners of recreational vessels may opt to
lea'!e a VHF radio off their boat..

If fewer boat owners use ~iF because of this increased fee, the
FCC may be making our waterways less safe. A greater burden may
be placed on the Coast Guard for search and rescue. All that
could be avoided if more VHF radios were used.

We urge the FCC to abandon this proposal in the interest of
boating safety for all waterway users.

Respectfully,

~ f..ejW~
Jill E. Broggi
President
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cc: Senator Bob Packwood
Representative Elizabeth Furse
~dmiral Kime, u.s. Coast Guard

Your voice everywhere in government
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Secretary
FCC
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Madam or Sir:

March 9, 1994

This letter is in reference to the mandate by Congress for the FCC to
increase radio license fee for boater and other mariners from $35 to $70
for a five year license.

I am a licensed radio user with a small sail boat that would like to see the
increase waived. In the interest of boaters, I think the FCC regulatory
fees should remain $35.00Ifive years.

Sincerely,

~~¢~
Melvin H. Fuhrman
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