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July 8, 1994

YMam F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Feder8t Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE:

Dear Mr. Caton:

OMS Watch supports the ..... requested by the center for MecIa Education. the eon.Jmer
Federation of America, the NatIonal~ for the Advancement of Colored People. the
National Council of La Raza. and the Offtce of Communication of the Unlted Church of ChrIst,
in their petitions regan:Iing the implementatton of video c:IaItone facIIIIes. We strongly urge the
Commission to 8ItIIbIIh ....guards to prevent the effect of diea1mination against poor and
milOlity communIIIe8ln the prcM8ton of telecommunication services, pardcuIarfy video dIaItone.
We further strongly urge the Commfssion to establish uniform appficatIon formats and
information requirements for video daltone proposals.

Equitable 8OC888 for all Americans must be the paramount concern as the Commission
ooneidenJ video dIaIone~,.. AppIc8nts I88kIng to construct and opeIate video
di8Itone faciltles pnuant to Section 214 of the Communications Id of 1934, 18 amended (47
U.S.C. § 214), must be required to prO'Ade video diaItone In racially and economic8IIy dverae
ranges of communllie8.at each phase of deployment. We urge the Commission to state
unequivocally the video daItone providers are bound by the principles of universal and non­
disaimlnatory service.

Affected communities must have the ability, moreover, to give Informed comments about the
plana of Section 214 applicants. To this end, the Commission should revise the Q.IIT8f1t
application process and require video didone providers to provide census tract data for the
communities they plan to serve. In this way, the public and the Commission staff can review all
proposals to ldenttfy any discriminatory practices or effects.

Pure market economics and profit motive can not be allowed to be the sole determinants of
new technologies that stand to so fundamentally alter the education, health, work and leisure
prac:tices of Americans, nor can we permit these factors to create a situation of Information
haves and will-get-somedays. This Investment must be made in and for all Americans.
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