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Re: NARUC EX PARTE COMMENTS - Two Copies Filed In the

following proceeding:

In the Matter of Petition for Relief from Unjust and
Unreasonable Discrimination in the Deployment of Video
Dialtone Facilities

(DA-621) [RM 8491 assigned via DA 94-777 on 7/14/94]

Dear Mr. Canton:

On June 13, 1994, the FCC issued Notice DA-621 asking for
comment on a May 23, 1994 Joint Petition filed by the Center for
Media Education, the Consumer Federation of America, the Office of
Communication of the United Church of Christ, the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and the National
Council of La Raza, asserting the RBOCs are guilty of "electronic
redlining" in deploying VDT services. The comment cycle on this
petition closed July 27, 1994.

On the same day the comment cycle ended, NARUC, at its summer
meetings in San Diego, California, passed a resolution providing
information on NARUC’s position on issues relevant to this

proceeding.
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Accordingly, I am, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(1),
submitting, for the record, two copies of this letter for filing in
the above-captioned proceedings. I have attached a copy of the
July 27, 1994 Resolution Regarding Electronic Redlining for your
information and review.

There are a few aspects of the resolution that I would like to
call to the FCC’s attention. Specifically, the July Resolution
does the following:

o Adopts for NARUC an official policy opposing electronic
redlining;
o Notes that, although NARUC has not conducted a

comprehensive analysis to review the accuracy of the CFA
study, NARUC supports the underlying sentiment that the
benefits of advanced telecommunications should be
available to all citizens across the country, consistent
with the public convenience and necessity; and

o Supports legislative efforts to prohibit illegal
discrimination in the offering of advanced
telecommunications services.

NARUC respectfully requests that the Commission carefully
examine and implement the proposals and requests described in this
letter and the attached resolution. If you have any questions
concerning this filing, or you need additional "jnformation on
NARUC’s position, please do not hesitate tg~call me at 202-898-
2200. /PA

shipmigted,

uty Ass]stant Ge ounsel

cc: Chairman Reed Hundt
Commissioner James Quello
Commissioner Andrew Barrett

Commissioner Rachelle <Chong
Commigsioner Susan Ness
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Resolution Concerning Electronic Redlining

WHEREAS, The Communications Act of 1934 has a major policy
goal of making available a rapid, efficient, Nation-wide, and
world-wide communications service at reasonable charges; and

WHEREAS, The promise of infrastructure development and the
information highway should be available equally to all Americans
regardless of race, income or geographic location; and

WHEREAS, Electronic redlining is defined as the willful
exclusion of a geographic area from the deployment of advanced
telecommunications services on the basis of rural proximity,
ethnicity, race, or income of the residents in that area; and

WHEREAS, A Petition has been filed with the FCC by the
Consumer Federation of America (CFA) that contains a study alleging
that regional Bell Operating Companies are engaging in electronic
redlining and building an information highway that could bypass low
income, minority, and rural communities; and

WHEREAS, The study examined video dial-tone applications
submitted to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) by
Ameritech, Bell Atlantic, PacTel and US West; and

WHEREAS, The affected Bell Operating Companies (BOCs) have
filed opposition to the Petition stating that electronic redlining
does not exist in their service territories; and

WHEREAS, Other Bell Operating Companies (BOCs) and Local Ex-
change Companies (LECs) are also in the process of planning or con-
ducting trials involving advanced telecommunications services; and

WHEREAS, Senator Ernest Hollings is considering adding an
amendment to S. 1822 that would prohibit electronic redlining; and

WHEREAS, H.R. 3636 contains language that prohibits
discrimination in the offering of video dialtone services; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Executive Committee of the National
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC), convened
at 1ts 1994 Summer Meetings in San Diego, California adopts a
policy that opposes electronic redlining; and be it further
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RESOLVED, Although NARUC has not conducted a comprehensive
analysis to review the accuracy of the CFA study, NARUC supports
the underlying sentiment that the benefits of advanced
telecommunications should be available to all citizens across the

country, consistent with the public convenience and necessity; and
be it further

RESOLVED, NARUC also supports the efforts of S. 1822 and H.R.
3636 to prohibit illegal discrimination in the offering of advanced
telecommunications services; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the NARUC General Counsel file this resolution
in the appropriate forums to further this recommendation.

Sponsored by the Committee on Communications
Adopted July 27, 1994



