
~.RAZOS
~ TElEPHONE

COO PER A T I V E. INC.

109 N. Avenue 0
Olney, Te>sas 76374
817·873·4303
(Olney) 817-564-5659

July 25, 1994

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Rm. 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

J am writing this letter in support of the Comments of the National Rural
Telecommunications Cooperative (NRTC) in the matter of Implementation of Section 19 of
the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Annual Assessment
of the Status of Competitinn in the market for the Delivery of Vuleo Programming, CS
Docket No. 94-48.

Brazos Telephone Cooperative was founded 40 years ago. Our purpose today, as it was then,
is to bring good quality, affordable telephone service to the rural areas offive counties we
serve in north Texas. Our members now enjoy the latest technology availllbJe-t."ul our goal is
to continue to provide the finest telephone service available to our rural customers, as well as
meeting all of their communications needs.

We were naturally delighted to have the oppottunity to provide direct broadcast satellite
(DBS) television service to consumers in our rural service area. Until now, our customers
have had little choice other than satellite for receiving television service. Our daire is to
provide rural consumers with entertain".ent and communications opportunities previously
available only to city dwellers. Our customers have shown an amazing response to the
availability of the direct broadcast satellite television service. Direc1V is the vehicle we have
chosen to deliver the latest technology in this industry to our rural customers.
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Reed Hundt, Chairman, FCC, Page 2

Because of the "exclusive" distribution a"angements between Time Warner/ Vzacom and
United States Satellite Broadcasting Co., Inc., we are unable to offer popular programming
like H80, Showtime, Cinemax, The Movie Channe~ VB·], MTC, Nickelodeon, etc. Our
rural customers merit the variety in programming offered through Time Warner/ Vzacom,
which is now available only to the United States Satellite Broadcasting Co. exclusively.

It war my impression that Congress had guaranteed equal access to cable and broadcast
programming for all distributors with the passage of the 1992 Cable Act. Despite this fact,
however, our rural consumers will continue to be treated unfairly by the cable industry.

Brazos Telephone Cooperative has worked to be a leader in our local business community.
We have built a reputation for exceptional customer se11lice. I believe that the exclusivity
rights will hurt the rural consumers and hinder our ability to compete and retain the
reputation we have worked to build.

I strongly urge you to monitor this situlltion and help ensure that rural consumers have DBS
television services technology available to them at competitive prices.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

~;ft1h-
Richard D. Adams
Exec. VICe-President/General Manager
Brazos Telephone Cooperative, Ine.
DBA Brazos Digital Television Services..

RDA/mp

cc:
The Hon. Congressman Charles Stenholm
The Hon. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
The Hon. Senator Phil Gramm
William F. Caton, Secretary
The Hon. James H. QueI/o
The Hon. Andrew C. Ba"ett
The Hon. Susan Ness
The Hon. Rachelle B. Chong
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July 28. 1994

Tbe Haaorable ReId Hundt
ChairmIn
, ..... Conummicadoas CornnrilSion
1919 M Street, NW. RIll. 114
WashiJlaton, DC 20554

o.r ChainnaD Hundt:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

This tea. is in IIppOIt of die Co-nc_ of die NatiODll K1nl TelICGIIIIIlUfticaoDJ
Cooperative (NRTC) ill 111I ...... or '............011I of Secdoa 19 of cbe Cable T.teviIiOD
CQllltmer Protection IIId e-petitioD Act of 1992. AIIIWII ~'1D1CIIt of 1bI Status of
Competition in tbe M.kIt for die DeUvcry of Video Proar-nmiDI, CS Docket No. 94-48.

Bocme EJecIric S. Bile SyaIImI, IDcaIpcaA.d. (aE.S.S.!), is......'1 afBooae Elec1ric
Cooperatiw, leateel in Coluaabia,~. B.E.S.S.!..ves Boone, Howard, CaUaway,
CoDIoUcIated, IDd ICMItMm "'1pIl ,..;. Boaac Electric CoopenIivc acna over 20,100
~beI'I. B.E.S.S.I. DOW bat over 150 tuIMai.. to .... Bledric SItelMi8.~ and this
1lU1Il'ber is iDcrcuiDI • a ...,. pICe IiDce the Dinct Blaedclat 5,....'. (DBS) are on tho
marbt now. DBS will be more afIbntIbI. tbm 1be~ C-8IDd eli... and. rural citizeas
will have more oppottuahieI for nnl YiewiD& eqjoymlllt. We do DOt C1R'NIIt1y have DBS
cliltribution npts for 11.- W__ and ViIcom plOil_miDilib 1180, Showdmc, CiJMmex,
The Movie CMnneI, MTV, VBI) and otMr JII'OII'IIIIIIl bora,. of cxclU1ive dillribution
ImIDpments they have mIde with Uz:ajted Staa SIIellite 8roIdcutina Co. Inc. (USSB). This
concern sets pRCedent which limits options now~ but willltitlc the availability ofinformation ad
edUCltionaI sources. in the future.

B.E.8.S.I.'. million is to improw: q.lity of life with iDformation, educatioa., aacl
enta1IIimnent, rapoDIibly to rural c:itialal. In order to do tbja we Deed to have propammina
at fair rates, colft1'8l'&b1e to thole In 1ocII~. The 1992 Cable Act VMS suppoted to
NiDforce this, however. satellite distributors aod CODJUme!'S comiDue to be treated UDfairly by the
cable industry.
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800De EIectri~ __ S)111au. S witb NaTC'. poIitioD 1IIIt fbi FCC
IbouId &t to IDforee 1111 ..... ofc...-dIIt iDchIdecl in the 1992 c.ble Act, ad flatly
paoblblIs .y CXG1vIiw lifE' ". dill JIIC"IIIlaJ ~butor from piniDa 1iCCC... to cable
prop.... to .-wnnl DOIl-CIbJe-. ThIt is wily we tuppIJi1IeCl the Tauzin Amcadmeat,
~mSection 19 of the Act. We" the FCC to nmecly tbae problems 10 that this wiD
DOt hinMr 1be efforts of our~ and for eduradon md iDformation u well as
8D.tlI:I1Idnm_t to the ...._bel' of people in the nnI ...

Thank you for your couidention in this mdCr.

Cbri. lobi"..
MaMaer. Member Servi

pc:
The Hem. lepra., dIltiw HIIoId L. Volkmer
1111 HoD. s-a JoJm C. DIafoJdI
1111 lion. s..- ChMopIIer S. Road
WiI1IIID F. CatoD, SecNtIr)'
The HoD. Sial H. QIIeIIo
11111 HoD. ADdrew C. BIrrett
The HoD. S..-. N..
The HOD. RecbeUe B.CboJII

'.

,



P.O. Box 240 • Giddings. Texas 78942-0240 • (409) 542-3151 • FAX (409) 542-1187

Bluebonnet~ Cooperative, Inc.

RECEIVED
JUll61~

FCC MAIL ROOM

Bastrop - Brenham - Giddings - Lockhart

DOCKETFJ'LE ......,
.l{/PY{)RIGINAL

Commission
814

July 19, 1994

The Honora
Chairman
Federa Communications
1919 Street, NW, Rm.
Wa ington, DC 20554

'RE: Cable Competition Report
CS Docket No. 94-48

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am writing this letter in support of the Comments filed by the
National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative (NRTC) in the matter
of Implementation of Section 19 of the Cable Television Consumer
Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Annual Assessment of the
Status of Competition in the Market for the Delivery of Video
Programming, CS Docket No. 94-48.

As a rural electric member of NRTC, Bluebonnet Electric
Cooperative, Inc. is directly involved in the distribution of C­
band satellite television programming to almost 50,000 rural
consumers in Central Texas.

Currently, Bluebonnet pays significantly more for acces·s· to
popular cable and broadcast programming for home satellite viewing
than comparably sized cable companies in our area. The fact that
we are forced to pay inflated rates for program access means
higher prices for our members.

In addition, many of the members we serve live in remote areas not
served by cable and receive ppor quality off-air television.
Since these consumers have limited choices for multichannel
television programming other than satellite, they are forced to
pay higher rates for access to television than their counterparts
with access to cable.

We understood that, in the 1992 Cable Act, Congress had mandated
that all distributors (cable, satellite and otherwise) should be
granted equal access to cable and broadcast programming services

Nc. of Copies rec'd
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The Honorable Reed Hundt -2- July 19, 1994

at similar rates. If this is the case, why are we still paying
more for many programming services than comparably sized cable
companies? While it is true that some programmers have lowered
their rates since the implementation of the 1992 Cable Act, our
members deserve fair and equal access to all programming at rates
comparable to those paid by cable or we will be unable to offer
satellite television at prices acceptable to rural consumers.

On this issue, Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative, Inc. joins NRTC in
asking the FCC to monitor and alleviate the problems that I have
mentioned above and to ensure that the intentions of Congress are
being upheld with regard to the 1992 Cable Act.

Specifically, I feel that the FCC must prohibit abuses of the
program access provisions of the 1992 Cable Act by rule and make
it clear that damages will be awarded for program access
violations.

HU/bal

cc: ~r.
The
The
The
The
Ms.

you for your attention on this matter.

RATIVE, INC.

William F. Caton \
Honorable James H; Quello
Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Honorable Andrew C. Barrett
Honorable Susan Ne~s

Joyce Welch
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Blocker Elecuonics
225 Golf Links Road
Hot Springs, Arkansas

July 22, 1994

RECEIVED
JUl2719M

FCC MAIL ROOM

The Balarable Reed Blnit
Chaiman
Pederal Ccmmmicaticms Carmission
1919 M. Street, NW., Rccm 814
Wuhington, D.C. 20554

RB: cable CQrp!ti.tim Report
cs ID:ket No. 94-48

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

DOGKFT ~ILE copy ORJGINAL

Dear Qlainnan Hundt:

I am writi.ng this letter to ask you to use yoor geed offices for the benefit
of rural America and the fair catp:ti.tioo of business in the field of
'l'elecamunicatims•

My~y agrees with the call1lellts of Natimal Rural Telecamunicatia1s
Cooperative (NR'lC), towraI:d the :i.nplementatim of Sectial 19 of the cable
Television Ca1s\Iner Protection and CQrp!ti.tion Act of 1992. The Annual
Assessment of the Status of ~ti:tim in the Market, for Delivery of
Video and Progr8UIuiB]. CS Docket No. 94-48

OUr state of Arkansas with it's mountains am valleys,~ and rouqh
terrian, Dakes satellite 'l'elevisim aJ.mst a necessity instead of a luxury.
0J:dinary 'l'elevi.sim signals are not good in msny areas and cable not to
be available for sane years. The people have 00 other meansth8n-~tellite

to zecieve 'l'elevi.sioo Progxatmdng.

My CCIIplI1)' is directly involved in bri.nqi.rJ; satellite, elm) to roml cust:aners
and serviciD] that equipnent. we az;e 'Rural Electric Members am Distributars
of DIRECTV, Direct Bro!Idcast satellite (II!S).

we axe experienciD:J sane lack of ability to c:xJi\l8le in the narket of our
pmduet and service because we dOn't have aocess to pmgraami.DJ CXI1tl:Olled
by Time wamer/Viacan. '!bey have arranged -exclusive- ca1traet rights with
United States satellite Broadcast.i.D1 CcxIpmy (USSS) far prograll'll\i.nq such
as Showtime, HBO, Cinenax, Nickelodeon and other of the most popllar contxacts.

No.oICcD1ooIfJtJ~
ListABCDe



*en the 1992 cable Act was passed, we thcught this pmblem was solved.
Na\e of the oa'ltraets for pmgz:am distribution signed by DIRBC'l'V are
exclusive am they can be obtained by USSB.

I have had many custaIlerS beck off fr:an deals because we can not furnish
them pt'Ogz:anmi.nq such as HB:>/Showt:i.me. '!hey are 0CI1fused at the retail
level because they don't see why we can't give them that service. nns
di.J:ectly affects our sales ~ service.

Under the pz:esent circumstances, if a rural CU8~ -.nts to recieve a
'l'1me 1t!u:ner/Viaaxn dlannel, they IIIJBt buy a seccmd and costly subscription
fran OSSB. we feel this is unfair to the public as well as business•

• think these exclusive cartraets run counter to the intent of the 1992­
cable Act. 'lbat the act prohibits ~ arrangement that~ .aocees
by any distributor to pwcp:amdnq that would best sene, rural, ncn-cabled
areas. 'lbis is why we ani NR'.OC supported the 'Diuzin .Amnerdnent in section
19 of the cable Act.

Finally Sir, we respect:fully ask you to restoa! the effective OCJIl)eti.tim
in TelecxJl1l1unications by DI!Iki.ng Sectim 19 a reality for rural America.
we urge you to do away with exclusive axrangements, sudl as Time Warner/
Viacan now use and z:estore fair CCltp:::titicn to the market.

My respectful thanks for your Calsideration in this matter.

Si.n:erely,

Byron Blocker

oc:
~ Ba1. Represenative, Jay Dickey
'!'be Hen. Represer1ative, Ray 'l'homtal.
'l'b8 lien. senator, David Pxyor
The -Ben. Senator, Dale BJaprs
William F. CAton, sec.tet:ary
The lien. James H. QueUo
The Hem Andrew C. 8arz:ett
'D1e Bcn. Susan Ness
The Bcn. Rachelle B. <lla1q
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BALDWIN COUNTY ELECTRIC MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION

P. O. DRAWER 220 • SUMMERDALE, AL. 36580-0220 • (205) 989-6247

The Honorable Reed Hundt
0Jairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Rm. 814
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Cable Competition Report
CS Docket No. 94-48

Dear Chairman Hundt:

July 22, 1994

RECEIVED
JUL 28 199~·

FCC MAIL ~100rv~

We are writing this letter in support of the comments flied by the National Rural
Telecommunications Cooperative (NRTC) in the matter of implementation of Section 19 of
the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Annual Assessment
of the Status of Competition in the market for Delivery of Video Programming, CS Docket
No. 94-48. . ....

Baldwin County Electric Membership Corporation. which participates in the1:>ii'ect
Broadcast Satellite (DBS) market, is a rural electric cooperative and a member ofNRTC.
Along with NRTC, we are deeply disturbed that we are being forced to pay inflated rates for
programming and that Direc'fYN. a division of.GM Hughes, and NRTC have no access to
programming by Time Warner and Viacom for our Digital Satellite System. Of-oourse, these
are the two largest, most vertically integrated cable programmers in the country which control
HBO, Showtime, Cinemax, The Movie~l, MTV, VHl and other programming. Due to
their exclusive agreement between the projrammers and United States Satellite Broadcasting
Co. Inc. (USSB), these exclusive arrangements severely hamper NRTC and DirecTV from
competing fairly in the DBS marketplace. The playing field is definitely in favor of the
vertically integrated cable programmers and Primestar, the medium power Ku-band satellite
service they own. They make DBS less effective as a competing technology because they
allow the cable industry to structure the roles and programming of its competitors, and allow
the vertically integrated cable industry to control DBS as a competitive force. .

No. 0' Copies rec'd.__I__
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Page 2

Certain progranuners - like Time Warner and Viacom - have simply refused to sell
programming to some distributors, such as NRTC and DirecTV... We feel these exclusive
practices hurt our ability to market our DBS service to our rural consumers and penalizes
consumers who reside in rural areas.

In essence, as a result of this exclusivity we strongly feel that cable companies, USSS and
PrimeStar have the ability to carve up the DBS market and allows them to have an unfair
competitive advantage.

It is our impression that in the 1992 Cable Act Congress mandated all distributors (cable,
satellite and other programming services) should be grantecI equal access to cable and
broadcast programming services at non-discriminatory rates. According to the 1992 Cable
Act, it is only fair that NRTC and DirecTV have fair and equal access to all programming at
rates comparable to those paid by cable, USSS and PrimeStar so we may offer all
programming services for our DBS/DirecTV venture at prices acceptable and fair to our rwa1
consumers.

We, Baldwin County EMC, wholeheartedly join NRTC in calling on the FCC to monitor
and combat the problems that have been addressed to ensure that the intentions of Congress
are being upheld with regard to the 1992 Cable Act.

Sincerely,

cc: The Hon. William F. Caton
The Hon. James H. QueUo
The Hon. Andrew C. Barrett
The Hon. Susan Ness
The Hon. Rachelle B. Chong
The Hon. Senator Howell Heflin
The Hon. Senator Richard Shelby
The Hon. Representative Sonny Callahan

'.



The Honorable Reed Hundt
Page 3

~~
Elmer McDaniel
General Manager

Maurice 5lackmon
Controller

Telecommunications Coordinator

Leon Ric dson
Area General Manager

/f~ tLJ
Doug Byrd~AI' '7'
Supervisor of Communication
and Control



CEDARVISION, INC.
Phone 254-3933

Bos 157 • Hartinpon, NE 68739

AUG 0 1 1994
July 25, 1994

Dear Chairman Hundt:

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission

--"-19 "M" Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

We support the National Rural Telecommunications Coop(NRTC)
regarding their Implementation of Section 19 of the cable
Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1993,
Annual Assessment of the status of competition in the Market
for the Delivery of Video Programming, CS Docket No. 94-48.

We consider the agreement between USSB, Time Warner and
Viacom to be exclusive programming and a flagrant mani­
pulation of the intent of the 1992 cable law. This agree­
ment prevents us from offering HBO, Showtime, Cinemax, The
Movie Channel, MTV and VH-l to our customers.

The rural telephone and electric companies have millions of
dollars invested in the new DBS services. We did this in
good faith that all programming would be available to us to
provide to our rural customers. We think USSB's exclusive
deal represents a flagrant manipulation of the 1992 cable
law. ..

Since you are new to the FCC, you may not be aware of our
role in rural video distribution. We feel you want to be
fair with the grassroot coms~mers.

Yours truly,

~_ O(UI~~fJ/\-
Wm D. Dendinger
Manager

cc: Commissioners Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioners Susan Ness
N.R.T.e.
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GTRAL *'
INDIANA

COMMUNICATIONS
INC.

July 23, 1994

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Cable competition Report
CS Docket No. 94-48

Dear Chairman Hundt:

OOCKET flI_E COpy OR\G\NA\

RECENEO
JUL i 1 \994

FCC MA\L ROOM

OUCKET F\l t coPy O~lIGINAL

I am writing this letter in support of the comments of the National
Rural Telecommunications cooperative (NRTC) in the matter of
Implementation of Section 19 of the Cable Television Consumer
Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Annual Assessment of the
status of Competition in the Market for the Delivery of Video
Programming, CS Docket No. 94-48.

As a rural telephone member of NRTC and distributor of the DIRECT~

direct broadcast satellite (DBS) television service, our company is
involved in bringing satellite television to rural consumers.

".

However, despite passage of the 1992 Cable Act, our company's
ability to compete in our local marketplace is being hampered by
our lack of access to programming owned by Time Warner and Viacom.

This programming, which includes some of the most popular cable
networks like HBO, Showtime, Cinemax, The Movie Channel, MTV,
Nickelodeon and others, is available only to our principal
competitor, the United Stat~s Satellite Broadcasting Co. (USSB), as
a result of an "exclusive" 'contract signed between USSB and Time
WarnerjViacom.

In contrast, none of the programming distribution contracts signed
by DIRECT~ are exclusive in nature, and USSB is free to obtain
distribution rights for any of the channels available on DIRECTV.

Central Indiana Communications, Inc., agrees that these exclusive
programming contracts run counter to the intent of the 1992 Cable
Act. I believe that the Act prohibits any arrangement that

P.O. BOX 87, MAXWEll, IN 46154, (:SU) "112 MJjOl:AiC) (317) 326·3131 (HRTC)

1-800-816-4232 _ No. of. Ca*·rec'd- I
. - list ABCOE '---
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July 23, 1994
The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Page 2

prevents any distributor from 9a1n1ng access to programming to
serve non-cabled rural areas. Under the present circumstance, if
one of my DIRECTV subscribers also wishes to receive Time
Warner/viacom product, that subscriber must purchase a second
sUbscription to the USSB Service. This hinders effective
competition, and as a consequence keeps the price of the Time
Warner/viacom channels unnecessarily high. It also increases
consumer confusion at the retail level.

We believe very strongly that the 1992 Cable Act flatly prohibits
any exclusive arrangements that prevent any distributor from
gaining access to cable programming to serve rural non-cabled
areas. That is why we supported the Tauzin Amendment, embodied in
Section 19 of the Act.

We ask the FCC to remedy these problems so" that the effective
competition requirements of section 19 become a reality in rural
America. I strongly urge you to banish the type of exclusionary
arrangements represented by the USSB/Time Warner/Viacom deal.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

DO'C/sdt

cc: Congressman Lee Hamilton
Congressman Philip Sharp
Congresswoman Jill Long
Congressman John Myers
Senator Richard Lugar
Senator Dan Coats

l
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The Honorable lleed Hundt
Chlirman
Federal CollUllWlications Commission
1919M Street, NW, Rm. 814
Washington, DC 20SS4

Dear Chairman Hundt:

t~ ~:'" ~',;_'~' ~ 1~,]J July 27, 1994
: I:.... _

I am writina tbit letter in aapport ofdle Commentl of the NItionII Rural
Telecommunications Cooperative (NR.TC) in the matter ofImplementation ofSection 19
ofthe Cable Television Consumer protection and Competition Act of 1992, Annual
aueument ofthe Statui ofCompetition in the Market for the Delivery ofVideo
Programming, DX Docket No. 94-48.

As a rural telephone member, and aftiliate, ofNaTe aDd diltributor oftile
DIRECTV direct broIdcut uteDite (DBS) television Ml'Vice, Clarks Telephone is directly
involved in bringing satellite television to rural consumers.

However, despite puap ofthe 1992 Cable Act, Clarks Telephone'slbility to
compete in our 100001D11'ketpiace is being hampered by our lack ofaccess to programming
owned by Tune Warner and V18com.

This progranunina, which includes some ofthe most popular cable.networb like
1180, Showtime, CinemlX, The Movie CJwmeJ, MTV, Nickelodeon IftC1 bthIn, is
available only to my principal competitor, The United States SatelliteBroad~ Co.
(USSB), u a result ofan "exclusive" contnet signed between USSB and Time
WamerNiacom. .

In contrast, none oftile programmina distribution contrIctS Iipecl by DIRECTV
ere exclusive in nature, and USSB is"'ee to obtain distribution rights for any oftile
channels available on DIRECTV.

Mr. Hundt, my organization agrees with the NllTC that these exclusive
programming contiacts run counter to the intent ofthe 1992 Clible Act. I believe that the
Act prohibits any arrangement that prevents any diltributor &om pining access to
programming to serve non-cabled rural areas. Under the present circumstance, ifone of
my DIRECTV subscnDers also wishes to receive TimeWamerNaacom product, that'
subscriber must purchase a second subscription to the USSB service. This hinders

MJ.otc-.*d 0
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effective competition, and u a conaequence keeps the price ofthe Time WamerlVlICOm
channels unneceuuily high. It also increases consumer contbsion at the retail level.

Not bavina ICCeII to the Tune WunerNI&COID lIeI'Yi.ces has also Id\WIfJly aft'ected
my ability to compete .... other IOUI'CtlI for~ in my ..... When we have beat
Ihowina the satellite teIevIion people are questionioa why they are not able to let HBO or
ShowtUne when it is movie channels that they are wanting.

We believe very stronsJy that the 1992 Clble Act Flatly prohibitsIII)' exclusive
arranaements that prevent any distributor &om pinina ICCeII to cable proJl'lllllDinl to
.-ve IUtI1 non-cab1ed 1I'eII. That is why we supported the Tauzin Amendment,
embodied in Section 19 ofthe Act.

We.. the FCC to remedy theIe probIemIlO that the eIfective competitiOil
requirementa ofSection 19 become a reIlity in rural America. I ItroIJIIy urae you to
b&DiJh the type ofexclusionary arrIIlIementl represented by the USSBliune
WamerlVlICOm deal.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

1~r4~~-:J
TUDOtby D. Bittinpr
Clarks Telephone! President

cc;
The Bon. RepreMntative Doul Bereuter
The Han. Senator 1. 1lobert Kemy
WdJiam F. CIton, Secretary
'I'Iae Boa. J_H. QueUo
n.Bon. Andrew C. Barrett
The Ron. s..nNell
The Ron. RacheUe B. Chong

-,
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William F. Caton
secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. NW. Rm. 222
Washington, DC 20554

e ~~~s~lectric Cooperative
Orccnwood., Wisc:onain 54437
TloIlephone (715) 267-6188

Dear Secretary Caton:

I am writing this letter in support of the Comments of the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative
(NRTC) in the matter of Implementation of Section 19 ofthe Cable Television Consumer Protection and
Competition Act of 1992, Annual As..~essment of the Status of Competition in the Martet for the Delivery of Video
Programming, CS Docket No. 94-48.

Our Cooperative is a distributor of DIRECTV direct broadcast (DBS) television service to a primarily rural area of
northwestern Wisconsin. We are also a member of NRTC.

We feel we are being put at a definite disadvantage because of the way United States Satellite Broadcasting Co.
(USSB) and Time Warnerl Viacom are restricting our access to many channels by using an exclusive contract.
All contracts signed by DIRECTV are non-restrictive and available to USSB at any time. It appears that their
attempt to eliminate fair access to these channels will force people to pay higher prices than if the free market
were allowed to operate. It appears to us that this counter to the intent of the 1992 Cable Act. This exclusive
contract also makes it more difficult for us to market our total package against other types of satellite &cable
systems in the area.

We ask that you work diligently to rectify this injustice and disallow USSB and Time Warnerl Viacom from
restricting access to channels such as HBO, Showtime etc.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

'--~ )#t$~j
Richard M. Adler
General Manager.

cc:
Honorable Senator Herb Kohl
Honorable Senator Russell Feingold
Honorable Representative David RObey
Honorable Representative Steve Gunderson

No. 01 CGDle8recM~
listABCOe



801 South santa Fe P. O. Box 910 santa Anna, Texas 78878 915-348-3951

July 18, 1994

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Rm. 814
Washington, DC 20554

RB: Cable Competition Report
CS Docket No. 94-48

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am writing this letter in support of the Comments oe the
National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative (NRTC) in the
matter of Implementation of Section 19 of the Cable Television
Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Annual
Assessment of the Status of Competition in the Market for the
Delivery of Video Programming, CS Docket No. 94-48.

As a rural telephone member of NRTC and distributor of the
DIRB~ direct broadcast satellite (DBS) television service, my
company if directly involved in bringing satellite television to
rural consumers.

However, despite passage of the 1992 Cable Act, my company's
ability to compete in our local marketplace is being hampered by
our lack of access to programming owned by Time Warner and
Viacom. •

'.
This progranming, which includes sane of the most popu~ar cable
networks like HBO, Showt1me, Cinemax, The Movie Channel, MI'V,
Nickelodeon and others, is available only to my principal
competitor, The United State Satellite Broadcasting Co. (USSS),
as a result of an ftexclusive" contract signed between USSB and
Time Warner/Viacom.

In contrast, none of the programming distribution contracts
signed by DIRBCTVTM are exclusive in nature, and USSB is free to
obtain distribution rights for any of the channels available on
DIRECTV.

Mr. Hundt, my organization agrees with the NRTC that these
exclusive prograrrming contracts run counter to the intent of the
1992 Cable Act. I believe that the Act prohibits any arrangement
that prevents any distributor from gaining access to programming
to serve non-cabled rural ares.

No. of Ccpiee rec'd tfJA.I~ ,
UstASCOE ~



Page Two
Cable Competition Report
CS Docket No. 94-48

Under the present circumstance, if one of m¥ DIRBCTV subscribers
also wishes to receive Time Warner/Viacamproduct, that
.abecribermuat purchase a second subscription co the USSS
service. This hinders effective competition, and as a consequence
keeps the price of the Time Warner/Viacam channels unnecessarily
high. It also increases consumer confusion at the retail level.

Not having access to the Time Warner/Viacom series has also
adversely affected my ability to compete against other sources
for television in my area. The first question our custaners ask
looking over our program list is, we can get JlBO & Showtime can't
we. We have to tell them No, not fran us. This is really
upsetting to them and make them want to think it over a little
more, because they really wanted HBO.

We believe very strongly that the 1992 Cable Act flatly prohibits
any exclusive arrangements that prevent any distributor from
gaining access to cable programming to serve rural non-cabled
area. That is why we supported the Tauzin Amendment, embodied in
Section 19 of the Act.

We ask the FCC to remedy these problems so that the effective
competition requirements of Section 19 become a reality in rural
America. I strongly urge you to banish the type of exclusionary
arrangements represented by the USSB/Time Warner/Viacom deal.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

cerely,

- ~~.&'-~)
. Ellis

.cc:
The Hon. Representative Charl~s Stenholm
The Hon. Senator Phil Gramm
The Hon. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
William F. Caton, Secretary
The Hon. James H. guello )
The Hon. Andrew C. Barrett'
The Hon. Susan Ness
The Hon. Rachelle B. Chong
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COMCILL INC.
July 25, 1994

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chlirman
, ....Communications Commillion
1919 M Street, NW, Rm. 814
Wulrington, DC 20554

JUl. 2 (, 1994

RE: Cable Competition Report
CS Docket No. 94-48

Dear Chairman Hundt:

'. ... "(\0'/ OR\G\~~l
DOC\\t.\ r\U:, \;\.;r '

I am writing this letter in aapport of the Comments of the National Rural
Te1ecomunieations Cooperative (NaTC) in the matter ofImplementation ofSection 19 of
the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Amwal
Aaessment of the Status of Competition in the Market for the Delivery of Video
Programming, CS Docket No. 94-48.

As a rural telephone member of NRTC and distributor of the DIRECTVtm direct
broadcast satellite (DBS) television service, my company is directly involved in bringing
satellite television to rural consumers.

However, despite passage of the 1992 Cable Act, my company's ability to fPIJlpele in our
local marketplace is being hampered by our lack of access to programaiUaiowned by
Time Warner and Viacom.

This programming, which iDcludes some of the IDOIt popular cable networks like HBO,
Showtime, Cinemax, The MovieC~ MTV, NICkelodeon and others, is avaiJable Oldy
to my principle competitor, the United States Satellite BroadClsting Co. (USSB), as a
result ofan "exclusive" contract signed between USSB and Time WamerNiacom.

1

In contrast, none of the prognmmins distribution contraets signed by DIRECTVtm are
exclusive in nature, and USSB is he to obtain distnlJution rights for any of the channels
available on DIRECTVtm.

Mr. Hundt, my organization agrees with the NRTC that these exclusive progranuning
contracts run counter to the intent of the 1992 Cable Act. I believe that the Act prohibits
any arrangement that prevents any distributor from gaining access to progranuning to

No. of CooIes rec'd toAI:
UstABCOe· ~



IeI'W non-cabled rural areas. Under the prelelrt circumItance, ifone ofmy DIRECTVtm
IIIblcribers allO wishes to receive Time WamerNIICOID product, that subscriber must
purchase a second subscription to the USSB service. This hinders effective competition,
and u a consequence keeps the price of the Time WamerNJaCOm channels lmneeesSlrily
high. It also increases consumer confusion at the retail level.

Not havina access to the Time WamerlVlICOm services has also advenIy affected my
ability to compete against other sources for television in my area. We have numerous
potential customers who do not understand why Comcell, Inc. cannot provide them with
the opportunity to choose HBOiShowtime or MTV from us.

We believe very strongly that the 1992 Cable' Act flatly prohibits my exclusive
arrangements that prevent any distn'butor ftom gainioa access to cable programming to
serve rural DOn-cabled areas. That is why we supported the Tauzin Amendment,
embodied in Section 19 ofthe Act.

We ask the FCC to remedy these problems 10 that the effective competition requirements
ofSection 19 become a reality in rural America. I strongly urge you to banish the type of
exclusionary arrangements represented by the USSBtrime WamerNiacom deal.

Sincerely,

~r;r-
Daniel Humpert

cc: The Hon. Representative Bill Sarpaliu8
The Hon. Seaator Kay Bailey Hutchison
The Hon. Senator Phil Gramm
William F. Caton, SecretaJy
The Hon. James H. Quello
The Hon. Andrew C. Barrett
The Hon. SUIID Ness
The Hon. Rachelle B. Chong



P.O. Box 40J"'l)' 28, 1994

The Honorabl. Reed Hundt
Cbalr_n
P~ral Co.-unication. Coaai••ion
1919 " Str••t, NW, R.. 814
V••hington, DC 2ee~4

-RE, eabl. Co.petition Report
CS Docket No. 94-48

RECEIVED
JUl2. 6 19M

Cowiche. Washington 98923

FCC MAIL ROOM Phone: (509) 678-4111

Fax: (509) 678-5100

DOCKETFILE COpyORIGINAl

Dear Chair..n H",ndtc DOCKET FiLE coPY ORIGINAL

I .a writing tb1. letter in .",pport 01 the Co.aent 01 the
W.t1on.l Rur.l Tel.coaaunication. Cooperative CIRTC) in the
..tter of I.pl...ntation of S.ction 19 of the C.~le

Televi.ion Con.u.er Protection and COMp.tition Act of 1992,
Annu.l A nt of the St.tu. of Coap.tition in the "arket
10r the D.livery of Vid.o Progr•••ing, CS Docket No. 94-48.

•• • rur.l t.l.phon. ..•••r 01 MRTC .nd di.tributor of the
DIRECTV direct bro.dc••t ••t.llite (DBS) tel.vi.ion .erviee,
ay co.p.ny i. dir.ctly involv.d in bringing .atel1it.
t_levi.ion to rur.l conau..r ••

How.ver, d..pite p••••g. of the 1992 C.bl. Act, ay co.p.ny'.
ability to co.p.te in our local aarketpl.ce i. being h••pered
by our lack of ace... to progra••ing owned by Tiae Warner and
Vi.coa.

Thi. progra••ing, which includ•••0" of the aoat popular
c.ble network. like HIO, Showti.., Cine.ax, The ftov.ie.
Channel, ItTV, Nickelodeon and other., i ••vail.ble~·only to .y
princip.l co.p.titor, the United St.te. S.tellite
Bro.dcaattng Co. <USBB), a•• r ••ult of an -exclv.iv. •
contract .igned between USS8 end Ti.e Warner/Vi.co••

In contr••t, non. 01 the progra••ing d1atribution contr.ct•
• ign.d by DIRECTV .re excIu.tve in n.ture, and USS8 i. free
to obt.in di.tribution ri~t. for any of the ch.nnel•
• vaila~le on DIRECTV.

Itr. Hundt, ay organization agr••• with the NRTC that the••
• xcIu.iv. progra.aing contract. run counter to t.he int.nt of
the 1992 Cable Act. I b.li.v. that the Act prohibit. any
.rr.ng...nt that prev.nt. any di.tri~utor frOM g.ining acce••
to progr•••ing to ••rve non-c.ble rur.l .r.... Under the
pre••nt circuM.tance, if on. of .y DIRECTV .ubscribers also

No. of CoDieI rec'd~
UstABCOE



Th. Honor.bl. Reed Hundt
July 2., 1994
P... 2

wi.h.. ~o ~1v. T1.. W.rn.r/Vi.co. ,rodua~, th.t .ub8Grib.r
au8t purch... • ..cond .ub.erlption to the USBe ••rYic••
Tbi. bind.r••ff.ctiye eoap.tition, .nd ••• con..qu.nce
k..,. th. pric. of the Tl.. W.rn.r/Vi.eda ch.nn.l.
unn.c....r11y high. It .1.0 lncr..... con.u..r confu.ion .t
the ret.l1 l.y.l•

• o~ b.via. aae... to the T1.. .arner/Vi.ao. ..rv1a.. h.. .1.0
.dv~ly .ff.ct~ ay .bl1ity to eo.,et••g.in.t oth.r
.oura.. for t.l.yl.lon ln .y .r•••

•• ·••li.v. Y.ry .trongly th.t the 1992 C.bl.Aat fl.tly
prohibit••ny ••elu.iYe .rrang...nt. th.t pr.Y.nt .ny
di.tributor fro. g.ining .00... to c.bl. ,rogr••aing to ••rve
rur.l non-e.bl. .r.... Th.t i. .hy •• .upport.d th. Tauzin
A..nd..nt, ••bodied in S.ction 19 of the Act.

w•••k the FCC to re.-dy th... probl....0 tb.t the .ff.ctiY.
eo.petition require..nt. of Section 19 b.oo... reality ln
A..riea. I .trongly urge you to bani.h the type of
••elu.lonary arrange..nt. repre.ented by the USSe/Ti.e
W.rn.r/Vi.eoa de.l.

Th.nk you for your oon.id.r.tion 1n th1...tt.r.

Sina.rely,

COWICHE TELEPHONE COMPANY

Toay Pot~r.~z

~1d.nt

aa.
Wl11i.. F Caton, Secre~.r~

The Honor.bl. J.... H. Qu.llo
Tb. Honor.bl. R.ah.ll. B. Chong
Th. Honor.bl. Andr•• C. B.rrett
Th. Honor.ble Bu.an H•••

TP.l.
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