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Edward A. Baker ("Baker") d/b/a Radio 900, licensee of AM

Broadcast station WCBX, Ba.sett, Virginia, subaitted Ca.aents in

Oppo.ition to the PI( channel changes proposed in the captioned

proceedinq, and now tenders his Reply Co-.nts. 1

At the outset, Baker respectfully requests that the facts,

figures and arqulMtnts offered in his Co-.ents be incorporated

herein by reference.

Petitioner point.. CMlt. that. Baker's Basset.t station WCBX

"appears not to be operating." The appearance is not deceivinq:

after 30 years of serving as sassett's only local station, WCBX is

.eving its .ite and is t-.porarily off the air. Baker i. ready,

willinq, able and _ger to return to operation as soon as the

coaaission grant.. hi. site change application. (BMP-940407AC).

construction perait. are outstanding for stationa at Fieldale and

Martinsville, both Virqinia, each so.. 5-6 .iles froa Ba••ett, so

The only other c~nt. were filed by petitioner.
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additional service to the ar.a will be forthco.ing in the near

future.

Petitioner not.. that its .ngin.er e.ti..tes that the area

that will lose .ervice through its proposal "would coaprise about

lot of pr••ent cov.rage" and h. "beli.ve. that all of the 10•• area

receives at l.a.t five other full-ti ervices." Neither in its

P.tition for Rul. Making nor in it. Co nts doe. Petitioner .et

forth any figur.. for its 10.. area or los. of population, .uch

1••• a ..p of the terrain and location of the 10•• ar.a. 2 In the

absence of an ar.a ..p and .pecific figur.. of 10.. area and

population, the cc.ai••ion cannot ..lte any d.t.raination of the

validity of Petition.r's .ngineer's speculations. And hi. "belief"

of .xistinq _rvic. is lilt.wise intere.tinq but no ba.is for

co..i ••ion conclusion•.

Th. clai. of p.titioner that the proposed IIOV. will" ...lIOr.

than double the .xi.ting service rendered by WZBB-PM" i. at best

unrea.onably inflated. Balter'. C~nt. r.veal that if Cc.ai••ion-

accepted contours are u.ed, the increase would be 62.5' or 30,595

persons.

Pointing out that .....tt i. in Henry County, P.titioner .altes

the curious .tat_nt that it pr~•• to brinq a fir.t local full

ti.. service to Patrick County, where it will ngt be locat.d. The

state..nt that "In It.eping out it. record of public service to

2 In hi. C....nt., Balt.r provided loa. figur•• and a ..p (Fig.
1.2) of the 10•• ar.a. Th. showing by Balter was not available to
p.titioner when it filed it. C~nt•.
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Rocky Mount WZBB would provide iJlportant new. and particularly

eaergency inforaation to Patrick and Henry Counties, and this will

make a substantial and .uch-needed contribution to the quality and

life in this regionR i. i~re••ive, but Petitioner deaonstrate. no

Rrecord of pUblic .ervice to Rocky MountR (and whether WZBB's

alleged pUblic .ervice to Rocky Mount be withdrawn fro. the larger

co_unity) nor any showing that Patrick and Henry Counties (or

either of the.) i. in RllUch needR of additional Ri.portant news and

particularly eaergency inforaation. R

Such aelf-_rving pUffery JIWIt be ignored by the ca.ai••ion

and cannot serve as basi. for any conclusions regarding a need for

.ervice.

As an alternative to "s_tt, Petitioner now propo..s

Stanleytown, adjacent to sa.sett, and Rquite cOllparable to

Bas.ett. R However, no data other than a population figure is

offered concerning the new pro~l. Population characteristics,

industry, churche., .chool., club8, post office, etc., etc. are

lacking; the co_is.ion i. incleed offered a pig in a poke. In the

absence of any d-.ographic data, the COIIIIi••ion cannot conclude

wh.ther the public intere.t does or doe. not dictate -.oving an

.stablished station fro. the large ca.aunity of Rocky Mount to the

haalet of Stanleytown. 3

The JlOSt iaportant consideration in this proceedinq is the

inability of Petitioner to secure a fully spaced .ite for it.

3 See attached stat...nt under penalty of perjury by Edward
A. Baker.
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original sassett or its sub8titute Stanleytown prop08al. Baker

raised in his C~nts the unavailability of sites in the area

delineated as the only area tully spaced in accord with ca.aission

rules. It thus McoIIeS illCUJlbent upon Petitioner to establish that

a aite in the triangular fully spaced area was in fact available to

it. Absent such a showing the cOIIIIission _ust deny the rule

changes proposed barein by Petitioner.

ReSPectfully sUbaitted,

~ward A. Baker d/b/a
Radio 900

LT~F~By _~......._~--....,~_..,.... __
JulIan P. rreret
Hia CouIWel

BOOTH, FRBRE'I' , ~y
1233 20th street, M. W.
suite 204
Wa.hington, D. C. 20036
(202) 296-9100

septeBber 6, 1994



From MS7039515258 Sep.02.1994 11:08 AM P02

I:p;m leltrninq that " J«lcky ·~mt 11M radio station has pr~
mlocati.m to tM: yjn~qo of .stanleyt.own, Virginia, r set forth. the
tollC1Jll7ing' facts ~ning it. stanleytown is not a t:.c:Mn as defined in
V.i.r9inia. It is an undefined area in Jfenry Cbunty, Virqinia,.~tigoous
to Bassett, Virginia. Although listed in the u. s. omsus, J.t lS rot
inw:q:x:u:at.Erl, has 00 de!i.rIeCi::x:Jul'darics, ro 9O"ernrent, no IJJaYOr O¥: city
ooutlliJe1, no high or middlo schools, hospitals, danOOr of ocmuertlB, civic
clubs, tXI11tUI1ity center, or ~iclan8. Its water, sewer, garbage an1 laW
~tleiIbent servi~ are provioetl l~ ltem-y (Dunty. J..ifu saving aJ-n voluntary
tire ~l.Ct1t 8er"ices aJ':e f'ur;nJshed l:Jj nearby Bassett, Vi.rgi.niG. High
school .stu:lallts who live L, the l'lLe.d a.ttend the Ba500'tt, virginia, Hi.gh Sdlool.

stanleyt:own, Virginia is an area in which the Stanley Furniture
Mfg. (D. is looatad Ma.t" the _jar railrcwl tracks am state route. It has
a post office 1.ocated near 'the ntanloy Mfg. 0,., and pt'CNides m:>stly rent:al
mail b::oros. It haa three enployee~, ~ is an i~ate post office of
the aBsaett, Vll~inill, post office wtlich ooployees twenty enployces.
Rural delivery around Stanleytown is fran the Bassett, Virgin1a, post office.

It is ur.derstood that a former Go\1ernor natMd stanley was fran
tM family who fouoled the stanley Mfg. C,b. Mr. Stanley IMrried into
the f~ Bassett family of Bassett, Virginia. tIlen Q:wertlOr stanley was
president of Stanley Mig. Cb., he was instrunental in obtai.ninc;;l an
intermediate post of:fice ~ar the family :furniture eatpany, leas tl'Ian
three miles fran the Bassett, Virginia, post offioe, for the ronvenienoe of the
fact:m:y liOrkers am the stanley Mfg. Co.

I have .been unable to discern in St8n1eytnm any ekment of
c:amuni.ty cdle8ion «oong the residents ard as a tnmdcast.er canrot bolieve
that the FCX: 'I«>\1ld renove an existing 91 station fran :Q:)cky tbmt in ox:det'
to astablish a Class C3 facility in a ht1l'lllnt as lacking in cnmnnity
attribltes as stanleytown Virginia.

'I1le foregoing 8ta~t is made urder penalty of perjury this
MlX)rd day of Septedler, 1994.



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Julian P. Freret, a partner in the law firJI of Booth,

Freret , I.lay, do certify that copies of the foraqoinq REPLY

COMMENTS OF EDWARD A. BAKER d/b/a RADIO 900 were mailed this 6th

day of September, 1994, via U. S. Mail, postage prepaid, first

clas., to the offices of the following:

*Jobn A. ltarouaoa, Actinq Chief
Allocations Branch
Federal co.aunications ca.aission
2025 • street, N. W., Roo. 8322
Washington, D. c. 20554

Peter Gutaann, Esquire
Pepper , Corazzini
1776 It street, N. W.
suite 200
Washington, D. C. 20006

Counsel for WNLB Radio, Inc.

JUlian P. Freret

* Via Hand Delivery


