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Richard A. Stalls
917 North Lexington Street
Arlington, Virginia 22205

Mr. Maurice 1. DePont
Public Radio Bureau EX PARTE OR LA
Federal Communications Commission IE FILED
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. DePont:

I received your handwritten reply to my complaint to Chairman Hundt, but it does nothing toward
~.8S8Urinme that allegegations ofa deal being made between the PRB and others regarding
~e untrue. I am well aware of the events leading up to proposing the vanity

amendment that followed Mr. Donald Stoner's early application in the now ill fated private sector
call sign assignment program and the relentlessly repeated "sore loser" protests lodged by the
American Radio Relay League.

Although the ARRL claims to represent the amateur radio community and stated that their
surveys indicated almost universal support, they in fact conducted no scientific poll, but instead
formed a well financed committee to actively solicit comments from selected venues. In spite of
those efforts and their having successfully petitioned for a comment extension after discovering
very little interest, they still found only a few more than 700 respondents among the entire
American amateur radio community of more than 600,000. From what I have been able to
determine, most expressed special consideration in anticipation of adoption rather than support.

Also, I visited the FCC reading room and spent the best part ofa day to read about 60 randomly
selected comments ofthe 108 submitted. Virtually all that didn't categorically oppose vanity can
signs also assumed adoption and as was the case with the ARRL's poll, asked for special privilege.
However, from all indications, including your comments during our telephone conversation, in
spite of the stone cold fact that there is absolutely no evidence supporting a conclusion of a
mandate in the amateur radio community, its adoption seems as certain as tomorrow's sunrise.

Anecdotally, I might add that my "done deal" allegation received more credibility over this past
weekend at the Foundation for Amateur Radio's annual "FARfest" at Gaithersburg, Maryland.
John Kanode (N4MM), the ARRL Roanoke Division Director, and incidentally a member of the
aforementioned ARRL vanity call sign committee, was present and flaunted PR Docket 93-305's
imminent adoption by among other things, telling various attendees ofplans to send a courier to
Gettysburg to immediately capture certain preferred lX2 "W·t and "K" call signs determined
available by a search of "Silent Key" (obituary) listings from QST, the ARRL's magazine. I
suppose that somebody has learned a lesson from Mr. Stoner's having caught the ARRL
flat-footed when he filed to reserve certain call sign blocks hours ahead of them.
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Amateur radio isn't a land mobile taxicab service although in recent years the PRB has treated us
that way. It has been justly credited for countless incidents ofpublic service and has been famous
for its selfpolicing tradition fostered by the community's pride in its accomplishments and the
desire to preserve the high standards that so many ofus have worked so hard to maintain.
Ironically, that is precisely the justification the PRB used to "deregulate" and proceed with your
incentive defeating "dumbing down" process, flagrantly ignoring the service's definition and
purposes as stated respectively in 97.3(a)(4) and 97. 1(a) through 97. 1(e). By expanding spectrum
access for Novice and Technician Class licensees and giving our hard earned privileges away
through administering qualification examinations in a manner that is virtually identical to the
circumstances that were recently considered as an outrageous cheating scandal at the U.S. Naval
Academy, you at the PRB have opened the floodgates for the headwaters ofanother debacle
reminiscent ofthe 11 meter Citizens Band morass. However, as many ofyou in the policy making
loop are apparently not a members ofthe amateur radio community and don't have the 38 year
perspective I've enjoyed, I wouldn't expect for you to have necessarily appreciated that
consideration. That is indeed regrettable since you are virtually destroying amateur radio.

Mr. DePont, I'm sorry, but despite your assurances, I still feel that the amateur radio community
has again been cheated with unnecessary and uncalled for rule amendments that do not contribute
in any way whatsoever to the aforementioned purposes ofthe service simply to satisfy selfish
special interests and appease infantile whining and temper tantrums. There's nothing that even
remotely resembles fair play involved with this.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Stalls, K4KYO
Life Member: American Radio Relay League
Life Member: Quarter Century Wireless Association


