
Mr. Lou Sizemore
Office of Congo Affairs
Federal Communications Corom.
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20429

4~-lfJ

Q:ongrtss of tht tlnitrd ~tatfS
~ousc of ']Rcpnsrntatiocs

fllashington, f)(t 20;1;-;000

D~STRIC'" OFFICES

FEDERAL BUILDING

po. BOX3612

ENID, 01< 73701

14051233-9224

1007 MAIN STREET

WOODWARD. OK 73802

{405l256-5752

DEAN A McGEE Av't-r-..;I~:::

ROOM 109

Ul<lAHOMA err..' OK 7]102 3422

4051231551'

C)6
cJf1J

August 8 1994 !

roCKET FILE COpy OR/G/NAt:, ~~ '1 :

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

FRANK D. LUCAS
6TH DISTRICT, OKLAHOMA

COMMITTEES:

AGRICULTURE

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

CHIEF OF STAFF ALLEN B. WRIGHT

220e RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-3606

12021 225-5565

Dear Mr. Sizemore:

I am writing to request that you review the enclosed letter
from the Kiwash Electric Cooperative, Inc., from my congressional
district regarding the implementation and enforcement of Section
19 of the 1992 Cable Act.

I hope you will take into consideration these comments and
will address Mr. Lenaburg's concerns. Thank you for your
assistance in this matter, and I look forward to hearing back
from you.

FRANK D. LUCAS
Member of Congress
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120 WEST FIRST STREET P.O. BOX 100 CORDELL, OKLAHOMA 73632 PHONE: (405)832-3361
F~: (405)832-5174

The Honorable Representative Frank Lucas
United States House of Representatives
Room 2206, Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20515

July 22, 1994

Dear Representative Lucas:

I am writing t.his l~tter to voice a concern I have regarding the
imp1ementatit"i and enforcement of Section 19 of the 1992 Cable Act by
the Federal Communications Commission.

As a Rural Electric Cooperative providing satellite television
programming to our consumers, equal access to cable and broadcast
programming at fair rates, something which we are not currently
receiving, is essential for Kiwash Electric to be competitive in our
local marketplace.

The attached letters to FCC Chairman Reed Hundt from myself, in
addition to Rep. Billy Tauzin and other members of Congress, spell out
my concerns on this issue.

It was my impression that Congress had guaranteed equal access to cable
and broadcast programming for all distributors with the passage of the
1992 Cable Act. Despite this fact, however, satellite distributors and
consumers continue to be treated unfairly by the cable industry.

Some programmers continue to charge unfairly high rates for satellite
distributors compared with cable rates. Other programmers, like Time
Warner and Viacom, have simply refused to sell programming to some
distributors. These exclusive practices hurt rural consumers and
thwCl.rt the effec~ve competition recuired by Section 19 of the Cable
Act.' ~

I would greatly appreciate your assistance on behalf of rural consumers
in Oklahoma in encouraging the FCC to correct this inequity.

Sincerely,

KIW~ECTR:="COOPERATIVE' INC.

~~u~ager
PL:m1
Ene.
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120 WEST FIRST STREET P. o. BO)( 100 CORDELL. OKLAHOMA 73632 PHONE: (405) 832-3381

FAX: (405)832-5174

The Honorable Reed 'Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 MStreet, NW, Rm. 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

July 22, 1994

This letter is in support of the Co"",ents of the National Rural
Telec~mmur.;ca~ior.s Cooperative (NRTC) in the matter of Implementation
of Section 19 of the Cable Television Consumer Protection and
Competition Act of 1992, Annual Assessnent of the Status of Competition
in the Market for the Delivery of Video Programming, CS Docket No. 94-48.

Kiwash Electric is a rural utility and NRTC member providing television
programming to rural consumers. These consumers live in rural areas
that are sparsely populated and do not receive cable service. These
rural families have little choice other than satellite for receiving
television service. Because they have no other choice except sate1lite
television service, we need complete access to all programming at fair
rates, comparable to those paid by cable, in order to provide
comparable service in rural areas.

We believed that Congress had already solved this problem two years ago
with the passage of the 1992 Cable Act, but we are still being charged
significantly more for cable and broadcast programming than comparatively
sized cable companies in our area. We question why cable companies in our
area should receive programming at lower rates than us.

Discriminatory pricing hurts both us and the consumer, because our
consumers have no other choice for programming other than satellite and
are forced to pay higher rates than those with access to cable. We
agree with NR'C·s position that the FCC should act to enforce the
wishes of Congress as put forth in the 1992 Cable Act~

Chairman Hundt, we urge you to monitor and combat the problems we have
mentioned by prohibiting abusive practices by rule and by making it
clear that damages will be awarded for Program Access violations. Your
consideration will be deeply appreciated.

Sincerely,

KIWASH ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

Paul Lenaburg, General Manager

PL:ml
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SIDcemy,





FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

SEP 30 1994

The Honorable Frank D. Lucas
U.S. House of Representatives
2206 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515-3606

Dear Congressman Lucas:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

CN9403971

Thank you for,your letter on behalf of your constituent, Mr. Paul Lenah!ll~. (Jeneral
Manager of Kiwash Electric Cooperative, Inc., all affiliate of the Natiortal Rural
Telecommunications Cooperative (NRTC). Mr. Lenaburg, a provider of satellite television
programming, is concerned about equal access to cable and broadcast programming, and
the rates charged to oLlain such acc....ss.

Mr. Lenaburg also expresses his support for the position of the NRTC concerning the
Commission's interpretation of Section 19 of the Cable Television Consumer Protection and
Competition Act of 1992. NRTC has requested that the Commission reexamine the legality
of exclusive contracts between vertically integrated cable programmers and direct broadcast
satellite (DBS) providers in areas unserved by cable operators. NRTC has asked that the
Commission determine that such contracts are prohibited.

NRTC's petition for reconsideration of the Commission's program access rulemaking
proceeding is currently pending. As such, any discussion by Commission personnel
concerning this issue outside the context of the mlemaking would be inappropriate.
However, you may be assured that the Commission will take into account each of the
arguments raised by NRTC and the other parties to the rulemaking concerning this issue to
arrive at a reasoned decision on reconsideration.

I trust that this information will prove both informative and h.::lpful.

Sincerely,

~lr
Meredith J. Jones
Chief, Cable Services Bureau


