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August 9, 1994

Ms. Meredith J. Jones
Chief
Cable Services Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Jones:

I received the enclosed correspondence from a constituent.

While I understand that the status of this issue is currently pending until the
possibility of further rUlemaking is resolved, I would appreciate it if you would ensure
that this letter is given full consideration by the Commission. Also, as soon as the
status of this issue is resolved, please provide me with a full accounting of the
Commission's decision.

I appreciate your assistance and look forward to your response. Best regards.

Sincerely,

~"c..<.A" ' 4/dtw
Jamie L. Whitten, M.e.

JLW/dm
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ClearVision, Inc.
1013 AII,",,,.le Drive
Madison, MS 39110

601-113-4440/601-853-'516
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ClearVision, Inc.
1013 Annandale Drive

Madison, MS 39110
601-773-4440/601-853-9576

July 27, 1994

TIt. Honoru" R"d Hundt
F.fhral ComMuntctdtofl' Commission
1919 M Str"t, NW. R".. 814
WAShington, D.C. 20554

My nllm. is Gknn Hugh" and 1 am Pr.sid.nt 01 Cl.arVtsio". Inc. W. ar, a/filiat,d wtth til, Nattonal Rural
T,"communications Cooperative (NRTC) in tlse DlRECTTV project delivering programming to rural
c'ustomers who Q1'f Imr.ly not served by cabl,. We own programming rights for the new Digital
Sat,UiI, Syst,m In ,"111 counties In C,ntral MississippL I am writing this letter in support of the
comments of the NRTC In the matter of Impl,mentation 0/ Section 19 of the Cable Television
Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Annual Assiument of tlse Status of Competition
in the Market for the Delivery of Video Programming, CS Docket No. 94-4&

Many 0/ our consumers live in rural areas that cannot receive cable TV. They need to be able to
,.,ceive all progmmming avail4ble. As a distributor of DBS satellite television programming, equal
access to cable and broadcast programming at fair rates is essential/or ClearVision to be
competitive In our local marketplace. We thought Congress had already solved this problem two
yean ago wilh the passage of the 1992 Cable Act.

ClearVislon does not cu,.,.,ntly have DBS aistribution rights lor Time Warner and ViaC:Qr).
programming, Uke HBO, !jbowtime, Cinemax, The Movie Channe' VB-I, MTV/ Nickelodeon, etc.,
because 0/ the "exclusive" distribution arrangements they have made with :lie United States
Sa:eUitt B"toadc:asti"g Co. Inc. (USSB). These pracmes lallrl rural customers and thwart the
effective competition required by Section 19 of the Cable Act. DlRECTV has no exclusive
programming contracts and USSB could offer our programming services if it wished to do so.

I agree witls the NRTC's position that the FCC should act to enforce the wishes of Congress as put
forth in the 1992 Cable Act. I would also greatly appreciale your assistance on behalf of rural
consumers In Misssissipp; in encouraging the FCC to correct this inequity.

Sincerely,

CiearVislo1l, l~/ j)
&- ~
Glenn Hughes
President

~



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

SEP 29 1994

Honorable Jamie L. Whitten
U.S. House of Representatives
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-2401

Dear Congressman Whitten:

REPLY REFER TO:

CN9403810

This is in response to your inquiry on behalf of a constituent, Mr. Glenn Hughes, President
of ClearVision, Inc., an affiliate of the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative
(NRTC). Mr. HLlghes is concerned that DirecTV, operator of a direct broadcast satellite
(DBS) facility, cannot obtain rights to Time Warner and Viacom programming, because such
programming is subject to exclusive distribution rights of another DBS distributor, United
States Satellite Broadcasting, Inc.

Mr. Hughes also expresses his support for the position of the National Rural
Telecommunications Cooperative concerning the Commission's interpretation of Section 19
of the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992. NRTC has
requested that the Commission reexamine the legality of exclusive contracts between
vertically integrated cable programmers and DBS providers in areas unserved by cable
operators. NRTC has asked that the Commission determine that such contracts are
prohibited.

NRTC's petition for reconsideration of the Commission's program access rulemaking
proceeding is currently pending. As such, any discussion by Commission personnel
concerning this issue outside the context of the rulemaking would be inappropriate. .&.

However, you may be assured that the Commission will take into account each of the
arguments raised by NRTC and the other parties tJ the rulemaking concerning this issue to
arrive at a reasonable decision on reconsideration.

I trust this information is responsive to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

'J~'~
Meredith J. Jones
Chief, Cable Services Bureau


