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Mailing Address. PO. Box 1976, Indianapolis, IN 46206-1976, USA

Scott J. Stevens
Senior Intellectual Property Counsel
Legal Operations

William F. Caton
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: RM -8533

Dear Mr. Caton:

OOCKEI F\lE COpy OR\GtNAL

November 10, 1994

Thomson Consumer Electronics, Inc. hereby submits its Comments related to
the above identified docket. Enclosed please find 1 original and 11 copies as
prescribed by the regulations.

Yours truly,
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cc: J. Markoski
T. Mock
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D. C. 20554

In the matter of

Amendment of Section 15.119
of the Commission's Rules
Relating to Closed Captioning
Decoders

)

)

) RM-8533
)

)

)

COMMENTS OF THOMSON CONSUMER ELECTRQNICS. INC.

Thomson Consumer Electronics, Inc. ("Thomson") hereby submits

its Comments in support of the Petition for Rulemaking filed by

the Consumer Electronics Group of the Electronic Industries

Association ("EIA/CEG") to amend Section 15.119 of the

Commission's Rules. Specifically, Thomson supports the

EIA/CEG's position that the requirement that closed caption

decoders in television receivers be compatible with the Eidak copy

protection technology be eliminated from the rules.

Thomson is a leading manufacturer and marketer of consumer

electronics products, including television receivers. Thomson's

representatives actively participated in the EIA/CEG's Closed

Caption Decoder Task Force and were instrumental in the



development of the final rules. Thomson certainly recognizes the

benefit that closed caption decoders have brought to the

American public, but the economic and technical burden in

implementing decoders into television receivers has been

significant. Thomson, therefore, fully supports the efforts of the

EIA/CEG in eliminating any unnecessary provisions from the

Regulations.

In particular, Thomson supports the EIA/CEG's Petition for

Rulemaking that would eliminate the requirement that closed

caption decoders in television receivers be compatible with the

copy protection technology developed by the Eidak Corporation.

Absent any action by the Commission, this requirement will take

effect on January 15, 1995.

As is clearly pointed out in the EIA/CEG's Petition, the Eidak copy

protection technology is not currently in use by either any cable

operators or by any entity supplying programming to consumers.

In all likelihood, it will never be used for this purpose. The Eidak

Corporation is not in active operation and is unlikely to improve

its business prospects. Digital signal processing and distribution

technology (such as Thomson's Digital Satellite System, HDTV,

and various digitally compressed video services from cable and

telephone companies), as it grows, will further obviate the Eidak
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technology. All signs, therefore, point away from the adoption of

the Eidak technology by cable companies and other program

distributors. Requiring television manufacturers to now comply

with a regulation that is no longer appropriate will only serve to

burden the manufacturer, and ultimately the consumer, with

added costs that provide no added benefit. The EIA/CEG in its

Petition clearly points this out and makes a powerful argument for

amendment of the rules.

As stated above, Thomson fully supports the Petition for

Rulemaking submitted by the EIA/CEG. Swift action by the

Commission to eliminate the unnecessary requirement for Eidak

technology compatibility will clearly benefit television

manufacturers and consumers, while disadvantaging no one.

Thomson urges the Commission to quickly initiate a rulemaking

proceeding which will lead to timely amendment of Section

15.119 of the Rules.
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November 10, 1994

Respectfully submitted,

Thomson Consumer Electronics, Inc.

By -r---,..~--~--IIoi"'----":"'_-
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