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Mr. William F. caton, Acting Secretary
Federal Communications commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Written Ex Parte Communication in PR Docket 92-235

Dear Mr. Caton:

On behalf of the Forestry Conservation Communications
Association (flFCCAfl), enclosed herewith for filing with the
Commission are two (2) copies of a letter delivered today by
hand to the Chief of the Private Radio Bureau regarding the
FCC's flspectrum refarming" proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

By:

IANE,

Attorneys for Forestry Conservation
Communications Association

Enclosure

cc: Ralph Haller
Kathryn Hosford
James H. Kelly (FCCA)

No. of Copies reCld~\
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COMMUNICATIONS ASSN.

C/O DNR, State of WA
"'II,,;;J~I~'VE 8410 Martin Way East

[)olympia, WA 98516
November 15, 1994

JNOV 2 91994 (206) 459-6710

Ralph Haller ~

Chief Private Radio Bureau ~m.QII~
Federal Communications Commission ~~NW
2025 M. Street
Washington, D.C. 20554

FORESTRY, CONSERVATION

RE: Ex parte communications in PR Docket 92-235.

Dear Mr Haller:

The FCCA confirms support for a 12.5 kHs bandwidth on 7.5 KHz
centers in the VHF band for the first transition using the attached
Proposed Part 88 Transition Plan. This support is based on several
things. First, there is a pent-up demand from our radio users and
more channels are needed to fill this need.

FCCA operates in rural, off-the-highway and wooded areas where
there are no commercial radio alternatives and where 800 mHz
doesn't work as well as VHF. state government natural resource
agencies are taking on new environmental responsibilities and
downsizing, more efficient and effective radio communications
including voice, data and image, are needed to fill the gap.
Unfortunately, because FCCA natural resource enforcement agents,
park rangers and forest fire fighters generally are outside of
commercial coverage, private radio is the only practical answer.

Most of the FCCA private radio systems are operating with mobile
relay systems designed in the 1960s. These systems are generally
"voice only" and have very little telephone interconnect or pager
capability. Many agencies have their in-house customers "driving
to the top of the hill" in cellular areas to make a telephone call
from the field. Radio channels are needed to update FCCA pUblic
safety radio communications and bring the 1990s to our rural
operating areas.

Second, FCCA supports adoption of 12.5 kHz wide channels, with 7.5
kHz channel centers in the VHF band ( i . e., the IIAAR plan"). We
believe that this would be the least disruptive method of achieving
significant improvements in spectrum efficiency, and is preferable



to the more complex 12.5 kHz center plan originally recommended by
LMCC.

Finally, FCCA looks forward to receiving some radio channel relief
and features like trunking and mobile data that radio users on 800
MHz enjoy. Unlike those agencies that operate in urban areas and
on main highways, FCCA agencies gained very little from the NPSPAC
channels. However, we were ·pleased that other public safety
agencies, especially those in urban areas, did get channel relief
from the 800 mHz NPSPAC channels.

We are asking the FCC to allow us our turn in updating our
antiquated rural radio systems by maximizing the number of channels
in a first refarming transition.

Two copies of this letter have been filed with the Secretary.
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~/~/. A

es H. Kell~~
CCA President, 94-95

cc
Kathryn Hosford, FCC



i

'J·lIeT- • .,
PROPOSED PART 88 TRANSITION PLAN

MSHtO
AM
API
ATA
AAR
APCO
ITA
HRFAC
HABER
UTe

Subllitted By:

ust be cdpable of,cy eqlpesystem

Yeer 2 Yeer 12 YCIlr 16 Yeer 26
(e.g., 1/1(1997) (e.g., 111/2007) (e.g., 1/1/2011) (e.g., 1/1/2021)

{Example dak. assume 1/1/1995
effective date of new rl~esJ

MANUFACI'UREBB All new equipment which is sold All newly type accepted All new equipment which is sold
must be lIIlIXimum 12.5 kHz' or equipment must be maximum must be maximum 6.25 kHz' or
12.5 kHz compatible (e.g., dual- 6.25 kHz' or 6.25 kHz maximum 12.5 kHz if
mode 25/12.5 kHz; but not compatible. (e.g., dual-mode convertible to 6.25 kHz.
Bingle-mode 25 Idb equipment) 12.5/6.25 kHz, but not Bingle-

mode 25 kHz or 12.5 kHz

- equipment)

~'BY5TEMB All urban systems must operate Must operate at no more than
EUtiog Systems at no mort! than 12.5 kHz' 6.25 kHz' bo.ndwidth to retain

bandwidth to retain primary primary stalU8.
status.

New 8yBtem8'" Must operate at no more than Must operate at no more than
12.5 kHz' bo.ndwidlh to Iltt.ain 6.25 kHz' bandwidth to att.ain
primary status. primary status.

RURAL" SYSTEMS Must operate at no more than
EDBtiDg 8yBteDIlI 6.26 kHz' bftnd.ndth to retain

. primary status

New 8.JBtem8'•• Must operate at no more than Must operate at no more than
12.6 kHz' bo.ndwidth to aLt.ain 6.25 kHz' bandwidth to attaill
primary status. primary status.

SE<X>NDARY OFFSET USERS May attain co-primary Btntus Must operate at no more than
AT 450--C70 MHZ (All Markets) with other new systems if 6.25 1dU. to att.ain primary .

operations are limited to no status 811 against all users
greater than 12.6 klh
bftndwidth.

_&_&_- .. ,"ale with etrlClen .. .. . . . - - - -- - ... .,y
net data throughput of at leut of 4.8 kbps.

•• "Urban Systems' are those located within 100 miles of any of the top 60 urban lI1"eas listed at Section 90.741. All other areas would be considered 'Rural.' Upon request by a petitioning party,
oUler areas of the country may be declared "Urbo.n' upon a showing of increased frequency congestion necessitating ear~ introduction IIf spectrum efTJdent technologies.

... A 'new system' is one which is not functio~ integrated with an earlier-inst.aJ:ed land mobile radio system. To be considered an "ellisting system." the facilities must be in operation prior to the
relevant deadline or must be functionally integrated with such 8 system. For example, a new repeater site which will be used to extend coverage of an existing 8y11tem and will relay traffic of mobiles
currently operating with an existing system would not be considered a "new system.' (See defmition of ~Land Mobile Radio System' at Section 90.7).


