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William F. Caton, Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Stop Code 1170
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: AVM/LMS
PR Docket No. 93-61

Dear Mr. Caton:

On behalf of Southwestern Bell Mobile Systems, Inc. {"SBMS"}
this is to respond briefly to a November 18, 1994 ex parte
submission of MobileVision and to comment upon certain
grandfathering proposals under consideration.

In its November 9 filing, SBMS advocated the use of auctions
for wideband AVM, suggested that the spectrum be allocated in the
smallest feasible building blocks {preferably 2 MHz} and urged the
Commission to terminate extended implementation schedules with the
adoption of an order.

In reply, by letter dated November 18, MobileVision castigated
SBMS as a "carpetbagger" who "having sat out the war, . now
want[s] to buy up the spoils." Such attacks are both baseless and
counterproductive. The record clearly show that SBMS has been in
the forefront of the AVM rulemaking proceeding"V having filed
extensive comments and initiated the involvement of the Mobile and
Portable Radio Research Group {"MPRG"} of Virginia Tech. The MPRG
study, the only significant independent research conducted in this
docket, has been underwritten by SBMS. The importance and
independence of this research was underscored by the United States
Department of Transportation when they funded extension of this
research in connection with the Intelligent Vehicle & Highway
Systems {"IVHS"} research. SBMS placed MPRG's Final Report on file
October 19, 1994 and the Final Report should make a valuable
contribution to the disposition of this docket. The Commission

!/ Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in PR Docket No. 93-61, 8 FCC
Rcd 2502 {1993} {"NPRM"}.
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will remember that Virginia Tech invited other parties commenting
on the NPRM, including MobileVision, to participate in this study.
None accepted that offer.

SBMS has also shown its dedication to deploying AVM technology
by its rapid buildout of a system in Chicago with 29 sites covering
nearly 4,000 square miles. This is the only license SBMS currently
holds. This system was built within less than a year rather than
the five-year extended implementation period allowed under the
licenses currently held by MobileVision and Teletrac. SBMS'
Chicago system is designed to operate on 2 MHz within
MobileVision's licensed 8 MHz. MobileVision has installed a
negligible number of sites though it has held its Chicago license
for many years. MobileVision apparently has built two other small
systems in Boca Raton and Washington, D.C. It holds more than 150
licenses nationwide. Surely, by any measure, the record reflects
SBMS' genuine and active interest in the AVM industry and its
significant contribution to the disposition of this docket.

The state of MobileVision's skeletal construction in Chicago
highlights the potential mischief which current grandfathering and
transitioning proposals promise to bring. A four month grandfather
period bestowed upon someone who has sat on his or her license for
years will only encourage a race to build skeletal systems in the
downtown core of as many maj or markets as possible. SBMS
understands that within some quarters of the Commission, there may
be a notion that because four months is a short period of time, it
will be impossible to construct in very many cities and, therefore,
the preclusionary effect on new market entrants will be minimal.
SBMS submits that a grandfathering policy that is premised on its
own inability to yield meaningful results should not be adopted.
The pernicious effect of such a policy would be compounded by a
lengthy three year transition period.

Under a band plan presently under consideration, SBMS could
migrate from the 918-920 MHz slot it currently occupies in Chicago
to a new 2 MHz slot between 919.75 - 921.75 MHz. However, the new
slot lies within MobileVision's current 8 MHz under its interim
authorization. MobileVision could place three sites in downtown
Chicago and limit any other carrier's ability or willingness to
attempt to serve Chicago. In fact, by virtue of MobileVision's
construction of a few receive sites in downtown Chicago, SBMS has
no interest in migrating to the new spectrum allocation now
because, absent some private accommodation between the parties of
which there can be no guarantee, it would be blocked from using the
new spectrum downtown. Thus SBMS would face the prospect of either
waiting 3 years or more to go into business in Chicago or putting
units on the street which are now tuned to a frequency slot that
SBMS will ultimately have to relinquish.
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The same prospect would be faced by SBMS in the top 100 or
more markets where MobileVision holds licenses and decides to build
a skeletal system. SBMS will not bid for spectrum where it has to
wait three years for a grandfathered incumbent to migrate. And it
makes absolutely no sense to give incumbent licensees four months,
one year or any longer period to build new systems on spectrum
which they will have to relinquish under the newly adopted rules.
Such a program, if adopted, will have no effect other than to
impair the prospects for a successful auction and substantially
delay the advent of service to the public.

As SBMS has previously advocated, a transition period of
fifteen months for systems in commercial service should be more
than adequate. For systems which are not providing commercial
service, such as MobileVision's in Chicago, migration to the new
band plan should be required before commercial service may begin.
The same result should apply to unbuilt licenses. In this way,
both SBMS and MobileVision can commence service on the spectrum
assigned to them under the adopted band plan without delay and they
can avoid the disruption of service and customer dissatisfaction
which would occur by retuning channels at some later date.

Based on information derived from ITS, Teletrac and
MobileVision are both licensed in 93 of the 100 most populous
cities.~/ Thus any grandfathering/transition scheme applicable to
these cities must take into account the potential preclusive effect
on 16 MHz of wideband AVM spectrum. In many of these cities, there
are three or four AVM licensees, some of which are authorized to
cohabit the same spectrum. Clearly once the Commission has adopted
an order, it should not leave it to private parties, often with
conflicting technologies, to sort out how they will divide and
build upon spectrum pursuant to an obsolete band plan. As SBMS has
previously advocated, the Commission should adopt a band plan that
is based upon the smallest building blocks that are technically
feasible. Once adopted, it should implement a plan of transition
which clears the spectrum subject to auction as soon as possible.

~/ A list of these cities is attached as Schedule 1 hereto.
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Such action will create incentives for parties to bid in the
greatest number of markets and will encourage the delivery of
service to the public at the earliest possible date.

Attachment

cc (By Hand): Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Commissioner Andrew C. Barrett
Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner James H. Quello
Ruth Milkman, Esquire
Lauren J. Belvin, Esquire
Rudy M. Baca, Esquire
David R. Siddall, Esquire
Jane E. Mago, Esquire
Jill M. Luckett, Esquire
James R. Coltharp, Esquire
Ralph A. Haller
Gerald P. Vaughan
Rosalind K. Allen
Martin D. Liebman
F. Ronald Netro
Bruce A. Franca
Richard M. Smith
Michael J. Marcus
Richard B. Engelman
David E. Hilliard, Esquire
Kathleen Abernathy, Esquire
Henry M. Rivera, Esquire
Larry S. Solomon, Esquire
Henry Goldberg, Esquire
Henrietta Wright, Esquire
John J. McDonnell, Esquire
George Lyon, Esquire



Licenses of Teletrac and MobileVision in the 100 Most
Populated US Cities

Schedule 1

]990 Tdetrac
Rak City. State State PoDUladoo 1JcDt. lJecalC Botb

1 New York, NY NY 7,322 584 )( x x
2 Los Angeles CA CA 3,485398 x x x
3 ChicagD IL IL 2783,728 )( )( x
4 Houlrton TX TX 1830.563 x )( x
5 Philadelphia, PA PA 1,585,577 x x x
6 Sen Diego, CA CA 1,110,549 x x x
7 DelriO\, MI MI 1027,974 x lC x
8 Oalls., TX TX 1006,877 x x )(

9 Phoenix AZ. AZ. 983403 x x )(

10 San Antonio TX TX 935 933 x x x
11 San Jose, CA CA 782,248 x x x
12 Indianapolis IN IN 741952 x x x
13 Baltimore MD MO 738 014 x x x
14 San Francisco. CA CA 723,959 x x x
15 Jlck&onvllle, FL FL. 672971 x x X

18 Columbus OH OH 632.910 x x x
17 MilwaUkee, WI WI 628088 )( )( )(

18 Memphis TN TN 810337 x x x
19 Wah/naton DC DC 608900 x x x
20 Boston, MA MA 574,283 x x x
21 Seattle,WA WA 516,2f)g x x x
22 EIPs&O TX TX 515342 x x x
23 NlIshville-Devidson, TN TN 510784 x x x
24 Cfewland OH OH 505616 x x x
25 New Orieana LA LA 498938 x x x
28 Denver CO CO -487610 x x x
27 AustinTX TX. 465.622 x )( )(

28 Fort Worth, TX. TX 447619 )( x x
29 Oklahoma City, OK OK 444 719 x x x
30 Portland. OR OR 437,319 x )( x
31 Kansa, City, MO MO 435146 )( x x
32 l..gna Beach CA CA 429,433 x x x
33 Tucson. AZ AZ. 405,390 x x x
34 St. louis, MO MO 396,885 x )( x
35 Charlotte. NC NC 395934 x )( x
38 AtIanta,GA GA 394.017 x x x
37 Virginia Beach VA VA 393,069 x lC X

38 AlbuqUerQue NM NM 384 738 Ie x x
39 Oakland CA CA 372,242 x x x
40 Pittsburgh, PA PA 389,879 x )C x
41 Sacramento CA CA 369365 x x )(

42 Minneepoli5 MN a68,38a x x )(

43 Tulsa OK OK 367302 x x lC

44 Honolulu, COP, HI HI 365.272 X x x

~1
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1990
Rok City, State State PoP-LIdon Liceur liceate JIofIr

46 Clnclnnltl, OH OH 3&4,040 x x x
~ Miami, FL FL 358,548 x x x
047 Fresno, CA CA 3~202 x x x
48 Om.". NE NE 335795 x x x
49 ToIedo,OH OH 332943 x )( x
50 Buffalo, NY NY 326,123 x x x
51 Wichite KS KS 304 011 x x x
52 Sante Ana, CA CA 293 742 x x x
53 Mus, AZ. AZ. 288,091 x x )(

504 CoIoreQo Springs CO CO 281,140 x x x
55 Tampa, Fl. FL 280,015 )( x x
68 Newarit NJ NJ 275.221 x x x
57 St. Paul, MN MN 272235 x x x
58 Louislrille. KY KY 2$9 083 x x x
59 Anaheim CA CA 286.406 x x )(

60 BIrmingham AI. AL 285968 )( x x
61 Mington, TX TX 281,721 x x x
tS2 Norfolk, VA VA 261229 x x lC

83 La. Vegas NV NV 258295 x x x
64 Cor'PLtB Christi TX TX 257,453 x x x
6S at Petersburg, FL FL 238629 x J[ x
86 Rochester NY NY 231636 x x x
87 Jersev CitY NJ NJ 228.537 )( x x
88 R~ide,CA CA 226,505 It x x
e9 Anchorage, AK AX. 228,338

70 L.ecington-Favette KY KY 225,366 )(

71 AAron,OH OH 223,019 l( x x
72 Aurvra, CO CO 22210:3 x x x
73 Beton Rouge, l.A LA 219,531 x x x
74 Stockton CA CA 210943 x x )(

75 Raleigh, NC NC 207851 x x x
78 Richmond VA VA 203.056 x x )(

77 Shr.,eport, LA LA 195 525 Ie x x
78 Jackson MS MS 198637 )( x x
79 Mobile Al- Ai. 198218 x x x
10 Del Moines. fA IA 193187 x x x
81 Uncoln. NE NE 1919n x
82 Madison WI WI 1i1282 )(

B3 Gnlnd Rapids MI MI 189125 x x x
84 Yonkers,NY NY 188082 x )C x
86 Hisleah, FL. FL 188 004 x x x
Be MontDomel'Y.AL. AJ.. 187106 x
87 L.ubbock, TX TX 188,206 X

sa Greensboro. NC NC 183.521 x x X
89 Dayton OH OH 182.044 x x x
90 Huntlnlrton Beach CA CA 181,519 )( x x
91 Gar18nd, TX TX 160650 x x x
92 Glendale CA CA 180 038 l( x x
93 Columbus. GA GoA. 179278 x

P1Ise 2
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1990
Rank CItY, State State PopuJadOD LlCCDle LkatIC Botb

94 IsPolQme WA WA 177.198 x x x
95 Tecome WA WA 176,664 lC x X

96 Little Rod< AA AR 175,795 x x x
91 Bakersfield CA CA 174820 x x x
98 Fremont, CA CA 173.339 x X x
99 Fort Wayne, IN IN 173,072 x x x

100 Newport News VA VA 170.045 x x x

P8ge!
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Total: 98 94 93
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