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William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: PR Docket No. 93-61
Automatic Vehicle Monitoring Systems

Dear Mr. Caton:

On Wednesday, December 7, 1994, a copy of the attached letter
was delivered to Chairman Hundt, all other Commissioners, Staff
listed at the end of the letter.

Two copies of this letter are being submitted to the Secretary
of the Commission pursuant to § 1.1206(a) (1) of the Commission's
Rules.

Please contact the undersigned if you have any questions or
require additional information concerning this matter.

Sincerely,

'J!" 'c." /V1 I ,e~<_
.;', I, ,

Henry M. 'Rivera

No. of Copies rac'd 12-X\
listABCDE
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: PR Docket 93-61
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Dear Mr. Chairman:
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Over the past several months, we have had several visits with
the Commission's Staff on behalf of Metricom, Inc. ("Metricom"),
which has actively participated in the above-referenced proceeding.
On several occasions, Staff has made comments to the effect that
Metricom may be operating its Part 15 equipment in a manner which
is inconsistent with the Part 15 Rules, or that Metricom is
operating in a way that was not contemplated by the Part 15 Rules.
These allegations are totally without merit, and Metricom wishes to
respond, on the record, to these ill- conceived notions. Most
troublesome to Metricom is its suspicion that these ridiculous
allegations are being used to rationalize Staff's proposed height
threshold which is part of Staff's proposed resolution of this
proceeding and which does great harm to Metricom.

Metricom's Part 15 devices operate in complete accordance with
Part 15 of the Rules. All equipment which is commercially deployed
has been appropriately certified by the Commission, and the
operation of this equipment is in accordance with all applicable
Part 15 Rules. Similarly, a careful review of all of the
Commission's Part 15 Rulemaking proceedings reveals that there is
nothing stated anywhere which would indicate that Metricom's
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operations are in any way contrary to the letter or spirit of the
Part 15 Rules nor can Staff cite any such provision.

As a result of the Commission's Rulemakings encouraging the
development and operation of spread spectrum, Part 15 devices,
Metricom relied on the pronouncements of the Commission, and sought
to assist the Commission in its goal of "significantly increas [ing]
the potential range of permissible designs for Part 15 spread
spectrum systems and thereby broaden [ing] the opportunities for
development and use of this important new technology." (Report and
Order, Dkt. No. 89-354, 5 FCC Rcd 4123 (July 9, 1990). The many
important services that Metricom's Part 15 equipment offers to
American consumers -- such as less expensive electricity, reduced
pollution, fuel conservation, more efficient medical care, and
important educational opportunities like wireless access from the
classroom to the NIl have been well- documented in this
proceeding and will not be reiterated here.

Suffice it to say that Metricom has developed Part 15
equipment in response to the encouragement of the Commission, and
within the letter and spirit of the Commission's Rules. Any
allegations to the contrary are simply wrong, should not be
considered in this proceeding, and cannot be used to rationalize or
justify Staff's treatment of Metricom in Staff's proposed
resolution of this proceeding.

Sincerely yours,

/jj" ~7 h 1 I'//,d_«-

Henry M. Rivera

cc: Commissioner Quello
Commissioner Barrett
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Chong
Richard Smith, Chief, OET
Regina Keeney, Chief, WTB
Rosalind Allen, Esquire
Mr. F. Ronald Netro


