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t »Tucson Community cable Corporation

Before the
'BDBAAL COIllm1fICA~IONS CODISSIOH

W.ahington, D.C. 20554

124 East eroadwa~
Tucson, Arilona aS7:'
(602) 624·9833
FAA 792·2565

Chann.t~1

In the lIatter of

TBLBPBONI COKPARY
CABLE TZI.EVISION
Cross-Ownership Rule.~

Sections 63.54-63.58

and

Amen~enta of Parts 32~ 36,
61, 64~ and 69 of the
Commia.ion l

• Rules to
~.ta~lish and Implement
Regulatory Procedure. for
Video Di.1tone Service

)
)

)
)
)

)
)

)
)
)
)

)

)

)

)

CC Docket No. 87-266

RUlemakin~ No. 8491

'1'0:

APFIDAVI'1' IN SUPPORT OF COIOlBllTS

The COJDIIli.a1on

1. My name is Sam aehrend. I am the becutive Director of

ChannetS4 Tucson CQIIIIl'W1ity Cable Corporation, a public aeces. center in

'rueaon, Arizoaa operating pur.uant to • cable franchi.e.

Section 611 of the Communications Aet of 1934, .a amended

authoriz•• municipal and atate franchi8ing authoriti.. to
1041 FM

requ••t: that c&):)le operator. support c~le ace••• by public,
•

2. 'rue.on COIIIIIlU%1ity C~le Corporation i8 a _ember of The

TrleT...:...
c:.w..."tI¥CAllie
~,.."
U11,1_.. ,..",•...~G1. till ••
rc= ........,...
#11-"- CMIlIo
~."Qy
~"-" Tt=.........
,I.TV' •--.......'

Alliance for Community Media, a non-profit a8.ociation

repre.enting PSG televi.ion .tationa nationwida.



3. Tucson Community Cable Corporation has been in operation for 10

years; I have been lXecut!?e Director of the center for 7 years, since

.ovaber, 1987.

4. Leeal religious, charitable, and eom.unity organizations are

regular users of my facilities. Among the organizations that have

utilized the facilities of Tuc.on Community Cable Corporation in the

past year are The university of Arizona, The City of Tucson, The

Tucson/Pima A:ts Council, The United way, The Orban League, and The

Tucson Onified School District. A complete list is attached as exhibit

MA". This i. in accordance wieh both the letter and ~he spirit of

Section 611, which requires that PIa centers meet the communications

needs of ~he localities in which a cable franchi•• oPerates.

5. ~c.on Community Cabl. corporation receive. its funding primarily

through direct provision ot access and service. by the cable operator

which are passed through the franchis. authority to the aeation

pursuant to the terma of Tucson's Cable Television Licen.e A;re~ent.

The remainder of ita opllrating budget ccaea from grants and

contributions, which cOD8titute appxox1mately ten perc~t of the total

yearly operatiDg budget for the atatiOD.

6. Section 611 of the CommunicatiODa Act of 1934 permit. loeal,

franchising authorities to requeat PBS acc••s and facilities from a

cable franchi.e when 8uch franchis. ia initiated or comes up for

renewal. The eziatence of moat pm facili tie.. rest. upon franchi.ing

.uthori~ie8· inaiatence that such faciliti•• he a condition of

franchi...



p.a:

7. The Federal Ccmmu~1catioQs Commission is cOQsidering pro.ul~ating

further regulations on persona maintaining common-carrier s.rvice.

providiAQ vi4eo imag•• , or ·video dial-tone ll (IIVDT").

8. Th. rederal Communications Commiesion is coa.idering the

promulgation of such regulatiou. without requiring a u.e-fe. structure

which would be economically equivalent the costs imposed on cable

operators to, among other ~atter., ensure the continuance of PEG

ace•••.

9. ~h. inequitable treatment of similar video transmission s.rvices

may result in uneven economic pressures. These pressures will cause

cable operators to cea•• offering PEG acce•• to franchise authorities

in ordar to remain competitive with non-!ranchi••able VDT service••

PIG centers will elo•••• in4ividuals shift from cable to VDT and

franchi.e fee collectioDa shrink.

10. If Tucson Community Cable Corporation is forced to clo.e beeaus.

the cable operator and franchising authority cannot agr.. to its

continuation, thaD individuals and organisationa wbc currently utilize

the facilities of the atation will be force4 into the com ercial

urketplace.

11. A half-bour of televiaion time (inCluding in-studio pZ'04uction and

all poat-production coati), wbiah is free of cha~. o~ PIG channels,

would coat over $1000 on !ucson Cableviaion's local origination

channal, the nezt-loweat-coat option for would-be cable program

producer. in TUcso~. ~hi. include. $300 for leased ace••• tim., $400

for .tu4io tim., aa4 $300 for poat-production aervice•.



1~. Many of our users would ~ind such ~.ea out of their range and

would ce.a. cablec.ating altogether. Over fifty percent of ehe private

DOn-profit orga:izat1ona that ua. our PEg facilitiea OA a regular ba8i.

have yearly but1geta of le•• than $ 300,000. An entity whic:J1 wanted to

retain its schedule ot broadcasting weekly would have to sPend its

entire budget and more to maineain the same programming schedule within

the private sector.

13. The eroeion of PEG ace••• could have significant deleterious

effecta on the practical enactment ot Pirst Amenam.n~ ideals.

14. VDT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG

requirements is the only method that will guarantee the exiltence of

psa ace••• in a context of telecommunications competition.

I sUbmit that the foregoing 18 truthful, ba.ed on personal

kDowle~ge, information, and beli.f.

:eper_u.._..i

_

t

_

t

•

ec1

_

\...
December 1', 1994.
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Before me
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMM:ISSION

WashinglOQ. D.C. 20554

In the Maner of

TELEPHONE COMPANY
CABLE TELEVTSJON
Cross-Ownership Rules.
Sections 63.54-63.58

and

Amc:ndmencs of PartS 32. 36.
61. 64, and 69 of me
Commission's Rules to
EslabUsb and Implement
Replatory ProcedW'es for
Video Dialtone Semce

)
)
)
) CC Docket No. 87-266
)
)
)
)
)
) Rulemaking No. 8491
)
)
)
)
)

AFFIDAvrr L.'l SUPPORT OF COMME.'ITS

To: The Commission

1. My name is Marilyn Aclcerman. I am the Director of Access Los Altos, a public access center

in Los Altos Hills. California. operatina pursuant to a cable franchise. Section 611 of the

Communic~tions Act of 1934. as amended authorizes municipal and state franchisinS

authorities to "Cquest that cable operarors suppon cable access by public. educational. and

governmental ("PEO") entities.

, 2. Access Los Altos is a member ofThe Alliance for Community Media. a non-profit association

reprcsendn, PEa television swions nationwide.

3. Access Los Altos has been in operation for 8 yean; r have been Director of the center for 6

years. since 1988.

4. Local religious. charitable. and community organizations are regular users of my facilities.

Amonl the or¥anizarians that have utilized the f8l.~1ities of Access Los Al~ in the past year

are the Junior Le-clgue. the Los Altos Union School District, and the Los Altos Historical

113~5 El Monte Rno:ad • Ln" Altos Hills, CA 9<1022 • (415) 9~9·i616 • Fax (413J 949-7080
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Society_ This is in accordance with both the letter and the spirit of Section 611. which

requires that PEG centers meet the communications needs of the localities in which a cable

franchise operates.

5_ Access Los Altos receives itS funding primarily through direct provision of access and

services by the cable operator. pursuant to the terms of Los Altos' franchise agrecmenL The

remainder of its operating budget comes from franchise fees. grants and educational SUppOrt.

which constitute 40 percent of the tOtal yearly operating budget for the station.

6. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local franchising authorities to

request PEG access and facilities from a cable franchise when such franchise is initiated or

comes up for renewal. The existcnce of most PEG facilitics rests upon franchising

authorities' insistence that such facilitics be a condition of franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering promulgating further regulations on

persons maintaining common-<:amer se~ices providing video images. or "video dial-tonc"

("VOT").

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the promulgation of such

regulations without requirinl a use-fee structure which would be economica.lly eqUivalent the

costS imposed on cable operators to. among other matters. ensure the continuance of PEG

access.

9. The inequitable treatment of similar video O'ansmission services may result in uneven

economic pressures. These pressures will cause cable operators to cease Offerinl PEG access

to franchise authorities in order to remain competitive with non-franchiseablc VDT services.

PEG centers will close as individuals shift from cable to VDT and franchise fee collections

shrink..

10. If Access Los Altos is forced to close because the cable operator and franchising authority

cannot agree [0 irs continuation, then individuals and organizations who currently utilize the

facilities of the swion will be forced intO the commercial marlcetplace.

11. A half-hour of television time (including in-stUdio production and all post-production COSts).

which is free of charge on PEG channels, would COSt S 2.000 on Leased Access, the next

lowest-cost option for would-be c:lble program producc:rs in Los AltOs. This includes $700
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for leased access timt. S1,000 for studio rime. and S300 for pOst-production services.

12. Many of our users would find such fees out of their range and would CC3Se cablecastina

altogether. Seventy.five percent of the private Don-profit organizations that use our PEG

facilities on a regular basis have yearly budptS of less than S 200.000. An entity which

wanted to retain its schedule of broadcasting weekly would have to $peIUI its entire budget and

more to maintain the same prop-amming schedule within the private sector.

13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant delcterious effects on the practical enactment

of rll'St Amendment ideals.

14. VOT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG requirements is the only method

that will guarantee the existence of PEG access in a context of telccommunications

competition.

I submit that the fore¥oing is truthful, based on personal knOWledge, informacion. and belief.

Respcc:du11y submiaecl.

~~

December 14, 1994.

TOTH.... P.O'3
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r':'LJ r:-:;\ I, ()ra·1C~\lCA·:'l0NS CCr·DlI:i':'; Iv~~
W,:ls;'.ingl()n, D.C. 205511

In t:.hc Ma:ter cd.

TE.L.E:E'riONE COMPAN 'x' .
CABr,F. TE:L~Vl~lUN

Cl',:;ss-Ownen!lh'iI; ku':.a,
~ec:icn5 63.~4-63.S8

and

An;C:1d.11el1l.S (;t l'al"t£i 3.~, J6,
6:, l~", d nd 6 :~ 0 t t ~I r-:
C\.'lt!llli.,:;,::;j <.,)(1' ~ Rul.zs t:CJ

~sl~b~ish and Tmpl~reen~ l
ReguldlU!~ ~foc~durc~ tor
V:dec uidlt:O:1C Servic;~ i

CC ~~~kec No. 87-266

Al-'t- ... UAV lJ' 'J N SU~~OR'J' OF CO:-INJ-:!'J'j'S

1, My rli:l:llC i.s Z~~e Blaney'. I am the chair ot the Ciry f1I1d C,-'uIAy e,f ~f.l.n

1":; i',H1Ci..:S~'Ci ';s Telcccmnl\.micat ions POlicy Corr.mi: t ~e, ch;ulIIel M(Hlt.l~,jf=~ urSon
F ,;:'.;anc i SCO':3 G,')v~nlIn@nL Cub) ~ i:tCC:C;~S channt:.L Dna eXCC1,.ll i vc cij "'ecl':o: u[ Lh.:
S,:ln l'lar;ci seC) C.j:r.mun~ty Televi :=Ii~.,r. Coq::oracicn (C"!'C:. ::11e C're Inc.'ttldges the
day- :':.0 d~y opcn~t ions of the gQVel'nrnent access channe.~ CP~~dl;ng pu~-!uant
to a cabl,: fr~r;chi:3c. :iection 611 ot the CommuniccH':ion::. Act ci 1934, a.s
amended i'1utIlu.L,'izes munic~p(ll ~llli SCClce Ll'Cilnc:,i sinq uUC'.holi.Lie::::. L;,; l-.~q1.l€:st

that cab] e operator's support c.:.lbh,· dccess by pubJ ie, cd"'J(':\,oLL.i.o~~aJ, and
croverrunenLal (" PEG") c..:Ul..i. U.tirS .

'2.. rl'h~ eTC j s ~ rr.cmber ot The Alliance tOt comnnlntr.y M,..;:uio, a :lon-pro:i~.

as~ocia~]on reproeenting ~RG :Qlev~sion ~LdL.;ons nationwide.

3. ' ':'hc \1oveuuncnt access channel h~3 !:ccn j n opel'Cilt ion fu:. 18 :I".Ond13

ye~rs; 1 hav~ be~n channel :nan~<Jer o~ Lhe center for 18 mcnth~, ::;incc Jun~

1993.

4. M1.J.:1i.cipal, Stal.e and Fe~eral government depcu.Lmtlll,.~ .!!&nd t1gencj e:~ .:..rc
rc..~uu,:.:1 ~ \1~er:a of my tac.U icies . j\.mot.i9 r.he oI·gan.l :":at: ior.i: th~t have u~ j 1izcd
t.h~ tacili tj 603 of the yovcrnrnent access chi'Jnnel and the eTC In tte Petst:
y,-:.:t~~ Cll"t=- The Mayor' 5 O:fice, Lhe Board of Supc~"..,i:$vt's. :-:he locc:ll ,:ind stat (:
(;1' t i.:e~ of ~mp.%:gency Servi :es i:md oth£:r departmcnl.3 .. r~'~ i:lgenc ies . i A
Pi1.t:L~.:tl list ~s aC:.'1cr-ed ,"1$ cxhi bit .~) This is in -:t~;,~~rd.ance with botfl L:,e
le':.t.e!· ar.d ~he 3pi"ic of Section 6J J, which l-equires cJ~aL PEG "cnt~rs mee,:
:-.t~e com..r.ur~ic:.:n i Cr1!il: m~eds of the local i t j as i.n whicr~ d (".::.cle fr ..:mch; ~p
(:lP~";1 t t":\ .

:.. 'l':.~ gvve:t::unc:~:, ,"'CC:CS~ c:lan:1e_ and 1,.he eTC receivl.~~, j.l~ fuulir~g

f=tl-i.:r.c:.-:"l.ly thr01.lgi1 (nln~tlisc :er=s, WhlCh ar~ pj:l.~scd r.:11.:)~lJh r:tlc fr:lr~c:l1 ::.?
~\l.ittKj~'l:-"y t:(,) the st~Ljon, pUI'suant to che tc(ms o!: .sc'.l~ Franc:sco ' :;
fr~nch.; ~~ ,'1grcQrnent:" The :'ernCil i ndar of its Ul)cr't1r.in~ budglit comc~ Crem
9r()nt~ d:1d contr,; bur:ions. which COrISlil. '.oLe 1 percenT: of the tot.~l yearly
~per('1tl:1g blJogel (UJ \.he stca\.. .ion.
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6. S,~<:L..;.:)L ,,:1 of the COJ1\I~lur~;C'')::lcns Acr at 193:~ PC~rr.l':..S l:,c:,.l
~=~~ch:slng au~hOr~tl~s to ~eque~t ~~G access ana t~C]_1::~5 r~ox ~ C~Ol~

[:'.:1n!.:h:.g~ when ~ilCh tic1l;chise is ;;jitialcd C'I' co:nc~ IIp f:'~I' rC:'J(·Wd.: .J'}~(

eXl::::tCnCc of mc~t £='EC facilitic~ rc~t~ up(m f:'-i~n(':hisi;jg l'lut:;-l~~rlt:i~s'

insistence thc1t such tac11ic1es be a condit~on of f~~nchisc.

"I. 'l'he r'ederaJ Communicacions Commission js consider'ing prOmuJ-g3L:ng
further requla:ions on persons maintaining common-carrier serVlces
providing video images, or ·video dial-tone N {NVU'l"'}.

8 . The to'cdc :"C! 1 C<':'lllunur: i Cd l. i.on$ c..:'l."T'Jn,i ss jon .i s cons i de:, ,: no T. 111':: pn)mll I gi1:-: j ;-)r.

c!r SUC11 regul~ticn~ without: raquirinq a use-fee stl·t1C~1..lre 'V'lrlid~ wO'..lhi be
t.;;~r..H1U.ll':';';.:111y <':4t..liva.lr.;:ll L:1W c.;u:;L::.. illlyu::.t::u \)ll t.:.::ault., U!.JL:l ~I•. ,'>I .:. l \), G1wtJlly

(,)t:lf~:: r:t.':ltt.e:IS, erll:i-..:.::e :r~e c:ontinUi:1Ilc.;w cf PEG ~c:~cs~.

9. The lnequi~ablc L:-eClL:r.enl or simi IQr vi r.ieo crun5rni 551(.1:1 SP.r-.llCC~ ma)'
It..:~ult in una'/er: ecoIlo:nic: PI·~SSUIL:~. Thr.;:::!L: f.l1<':~::;UL.L;::" w~11 l,;.;.JlJ~t:: \_:(.lbl~

cper~tors co cease altering ~~G ,ccess to rranchise autho~~ties i~ order cc
remain compeLil~ve wiLh non-!ranchiscablc VD~ services. P~G c~nteI~ will
('lose <lS lnd.ividUalS shitr tron, cnbJe to vr;'T' and fI'(lTJchi~ie !(,;C collcccJcns
~l'I~',Lnk .

li.J. l: the gcve::r:;r;~::: i:lc.;c:,=,:::>~ ('11Ct()i1l..~1 .i ~:; fon:~(~1..1 lO c1 (IS":' hF.(",jll~e thE:! <':Cll:l(~

ope:'ator and ::l'ancl:ising auchol'i~y cannot agree to i':s cO:1.:i:1uarjcn, thr::Il
:ndivi(luc11s .:Jnd oz-gar;i=?1t:'ons who C'1.il'r~nlly Uliliz~ ::he ft"lC; 1 :t.it-~:':o ue LhL:
sr.ac':'<:):1 will be forced ir.c:o ~;-:.2' C'c,mmcr'cidl mdri\erp~a('e (:r ,jut eff it.
c;:;m:nc:;·c:'al p:,oqI'ar:i.fnir.g de'lelo!' ':0 promot~ and serVf:> ] '_"_',:1' V(.lv~r rllll~nLS is
i) J ~r.<')::1 t. rJf)fJ ex 1 ~ t!::rJ l. .

'1'1. /\ h.;,l t l'O\.l1" of television time (including in··sc·Jdiu pr:odl.lCt~on <:Ind all
posc:-produc-:iotl co~:.;~), which is free of charge on Ffo~C chi1r.ne~s, wr..ll..I1J 1.J ..!
prohibicive to ':he Ci~y c.nd C(l\lnr..y C':lt San Francisco. Tb.' IIc!AL.--lvw":-$tt-cc,st:
opc..i or; ~v~ would-be cable program producers in San 1:1anc.:i::.<..:u wuu 1(1 tx~

1c~scd 3Cce~~. 'l'h::.S includes $100 ... per hul t hour fOl:' :'~i:l:.H..:Li .:l(:V':~~.~. Lirr..:
and no le~sed aCCC$S sLudjo ~nd production faciljties ~vai:ablc.

.i.2. Many of uut· U:lCL:I wOI.:1d find sue!! fees OUL ot the:l" nUl";'F: i:l.w.l Wl..llild
cease cnt:J eCDSC i TIC) .:;tl t.o(Jt'!LbiU:. City depc:lrtmencs ~u!d .':lY~Uc.;.i.~~ f GIl ~ly l:a.ve
rr.~:'ley budgeted for their own t~levision or e:eecronj C! p:.c.>g::ctlll1lliHY·
C,.)ncer:ll ng publ ic access in san l'"'r(ln~isco, nearly all Of the pr~Vi:1L<":

no~-profit organi~dLiQns th~t use our PEG (acil~tjes on a ~eyul~r ~u&~S
r.ave yearly budgets of le$s U1an $2lJlJ,OOO. j).n eneity whieh \"lcHl':eu I_U

!,,~~(.Ii:1 its schedule of broadcasting weekly wU'..lld lluv~ lou ~~P('~lld it;; ,::f1t; n~
!~udg~l dnC1 mc,:>L:c lO rna' nt..;) 1 n the Sc'1lue PI'o~:ll:amming sc~ect1.:.:e wi: hin ::he
plivace :5ect.or.,
1,; . T110 c:rosion Ijt ).)}.:c.; aC~lltS~ could. h.Jve sj gni ficanL' d~lec ~1- ; O~l:; \.:~ [~·l.:L::.

0:: t.11e prac':. ic~l enactment ot l-'~ rs r: Amend:I1el'l: iUcQl::.'1.

I ~, VnT ::eg,-""-a:lon which subjecr.s boch media lO the 5aIll~ l'E'; ll..~qll i 1 t'!lIlt:n~5
~:.,; L~·lL' on1y me~,ljoc1 r.h~c wlll \:]1.O~r~nt.~'9 che exisccncc;: l'( P1-;(; .l(;Ce~;:. :;.\ Q

c:n;t:HXt. ui: '_r:l;.;(.;WllUllu/lj :.",L.j.Ol1S CCr:l):loc:::'ci':.n.

J s-..lbmi·... C!':c71C che fOl'COO; ng i::: c:n~thtlJl, bC\~/,,~d :.11. U~.L.~"'G(1<!l1

iu:·:,.wlcdgc, intor~t~c:'1. and lJc.J i ef.

Re:spe<:l- £. ully :11.:.bmi t: t ed,

~:,y ~ ~.--_ ..
:- .:;:'?!'f' }~1 c'.ln ey ,,' .... - ::>

/ c.. . _

.... _ Dcc~mh~r 14, 19~~.
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Exhibit A

• - r- • .

City Departments and Agencies that directly benefit from
CITYWATCH, Cable Channel 54

Academy of Sciences
Animal Care and Contro,

Asian Art Museum
l30ard of Supervisors

Civil Service Commission
Commission on the Aging

de Young Museum
Department of Public Health
Depanment of Public WOrks

Department of Human Resources
Exploratorium

Fine Arts Museums
Fire Department

League of Women Voters
Mayor'S Humer's POint Shipyard CItizens Advisory Committee

Mayor's Office of Emergency Services
Municipal Railway

Museum of Modem Art
NeighbOrhOOd emergency Response Team

Police Department
Purchasing Department

Recreation and Park Depanment
Redevelopment Agen<.'Y

Restd8ntlal Rent Stabilization and ArCttratlOn Board
San FranCISCO Convention and ViSitors Bureau

San Francisco Public Ubraries
. San Francisco Recycling Program

Steinhart Aquarium

I

Federal and State Agencies that dlrectty benefit from
CITYWATCH, Cable Channel 54

American Library AssociatiOn
American Red Cross

Califomia Governor's 0111ce of Emergency Services
Family Violence Prevention Fund

National Aeronautics and Space AdministratIon
US Fisn and Wildlife SeMC8
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Citizens Television, Inc.
The conununit:y's Ca11.1.era......"'lI......... ..... P'~~":U.........- _ __ .--__~___,

. Pasi.lt-I)rand fax IranStMtaI memo 7671 'of'.... to 3
,. t't)1l cc.! .- ?u~~(. . ,oj •.J

14 December 1994 °AI(.'IH.(~ 1" ~)", •. :ld; eo. Cl'n.1ettS 7(lt·:,~~....,~~_
epI. • fll- 2J.if

Re: Docket No. 87·266 &: Rule making No. 8491
FCC rules to establish & implement regulatory procedures for Video Dialtone

AiWlavjt in SYRport of Comments

To: The Commission

1. My name is Ruben Abreu, Jr. I am the Executive Director of Citizens
Television, Inc., a public access center in New Haven, Connecticut operating
pursuant to a cable franchise. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 19'34, as
amended authorizes mUnicipal and state franchising authorities to request that
cable operators support cable access by public:. educational and governmental (PEG)
entities.
2. Citizens Television, Inc. is a mexnber of the Alliance for Community Media, a
non-profit association representing PEG television stations nationwide.

3. Citizens Television has been in operation for 2 years, I have been Executive
Director for 1 year, since October 1993.

4. Local community, religious, charitable, civic and govemmental organizations
are regular users of my facilities. Among the organizations that have utilized the

" fadlities of Citizens Television in the past year are:
New Haven Board of Alders, the New Haven Health Department, the New

Haven Mayor Office; the New Haven School system, the New Haven Police
Department, the Hamden Board of Education, New Haven Fighting Back. New
Haven Visions, West Haven School Board; New Haven,. Hamden and West Haven
Libraries, over two dozen churches, synagogues and mosques; Yale University,
Quinnipiac College, Southern COlUlecticut State University, Albertus Magnus
CoJlege, Gateway Community ITechnical College, University of New Haven and
several local middle and high ~hools; Yale New Haven Hospital, 51. Raphael's
Hospital, and dozens of area social service and government agencies.



This is in accordance with both the letter and spirit of section 611, which
requires that PEG centers meet the comnlUnications needs of the lo~alities in which
a cable franchise operates.

S. Citizens Television receives its funding primarily through IIdired provision
of access and services by the cable operator, pursuant to the terms of New Haven's
franchise agreementN

• The remainder of its operating budget comes from grants and
contributions, which constitute less than 10 per cent of the tot~l yearly operating
budget for the station.

6. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local franchising
authorities to request PEG access and facilities from a cable franchise when such
franchise is initiated or comes up for renewal. The existence of most PEG access
facilities rests upon franchising authorities' insistence that such facilities be a
condition of franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commissions Is considering promulgating
further regulations on persons maintaining common-carrier services providing
video images, or "video dial tone" (VDT).

8. The FCC is considering the promulgation of such regulations without
requiring a use-fee structure which would be economially equivalent to the costs
imposed on cable operators to, among other matters, ensure the continuance of PEG
access.

9. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission services may result
in uneven economic pressures. These pressures will cause cable operators to cease
offering PEG access to &anchise authorities in order to remain competitive with
non-franchisable VDT services. PEG centers will close as individuals shift from cable
to YOT and fTanchise fee collections shrink.

10. If Citizens Television is forced to close because the cable operator and
franchising authority cannot agree to its continuation, then individuals and
organizations who currently utilize the facilities of the station will be forced into the
commercial marketplace.

11. A half-hour of television time (including in-studio production and all post-
W production costs), which is free of charge on PEG channels, would cost $650 on

leased access, the next lowest cost option for would-be cable program producers in
New Haven. This includes $200 for leased access time, 5100 for studio time and $350
for post production services.
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12. Many of our users would find such fees out of their range and would cease
cabJecasting altogether. 85% percent of the private non-profit organizations that use
our PEG facilities on a regular basis have yearly budgets of less than 5200,000. An
entity which wanted to retain its schedule of cablecasting weekly would have to
spend its entire budget and more to maintain the same programming schedule
within the private sector.

13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious effects on the
practical enactment of First Amendment ideals.

14. VDT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG requirements is
the only method that will guarantee the existence of PEG access in a context of
telecommunications competition.

I submit that the foregoing is truthful, based on personal knowledge,
information and belief.

Respectfu.~ly submitted ~,

V.J-lt- vll+Rats:n Abre~-lr.
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