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communic~tions needs of the loc~lities in which ~ c~ble

fr~nchise operates.

5. Waycross Community Television receives funding primarily
through franchise fees as specified by our loc~l franchising
authorities, in addition to direct provisions of access
facilities by the c~ble oper~tor, pursuant to terms of our
three (Forest Park, Greenhills and Springfield· Township)
identical franchise agreements. Less than one percent of our
operating budget comes from grants and contributions.

6. Section 611 of the Communic~tions Act of 1934 permits loc~l

fr~nchising authorities to request PEG access and f~cilities

from ~ cable fr~nchisee when such fr~nchise is initiated or
comes up for renewal. The e:dstence of Waycross Community
Television rests upon our franchi$ing authorities' insistence
that these f~cilities be ~ condition of the loc~l franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering
promulgating futher regulations on persons maintaining common ­
c~rrier services providing video images, or "video dial-tone"
(VDT) •

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering
promulgation of such regulations without requiring a use-fee
structure which would be economic~lly equivalent to the costs
imposed on cable operators to, among other matters, ensure the
continuance of PEG access.

9. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission
services may result in uneven economic pressures. These
pressures will cause cable operators to cease offering PEG
access to franchise authorities in order to remain competitive
with non-franchised VCT services. Also, PEG access centers
will close as customers shift from cable to VDT and franchise
fee collections shrink.

10. If Waycross Community Television is forced to close because the
cable operator and franchising authority cannot ~gree to its
continuation, then individuals and organizations who currently
utilize the facilities of ~he station will be forced into the
commercial marketplace.

11. A half-hour of television time (including in-studio production
and all post-production costs), which is free of charge on PEG
channels, would cost $1,100 at Warner Cable's studio, the next ­
lowest-eost option for cable program producers in the
Cincinn~ti ~rea. This price includes S400 for leased access
time, $300 for studio time, ~nd $225 for post-production
services. For other than leased ~ccess f~cilities, ~ quote has
come back ~t $6,000 for a one-hour production.

12. Many of our users would find even leased access fees out of
their range and would cease cablecasting altogether. Eighty
percent of the private non-profit organizations that regular~y
use o~r PEG facilities have ~nnual budgets under $20C,OOO. To
retai~ i~s sc~edule of weekly cablecas~s using private 3ectoC

/
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percent of the non-profit organizations that regularly use :
PEG facilities have annual media budget3 under $10,000. T~:)

retain a schedule of weekly or even monthly productions us':':-.
private sector facilities, a nonprofit group would spend its
entire budget and more.

13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious
effects on the practical enactment of First Amendment ideals

14. YOT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG
requirements is the only method that will guarantee the
existence of PEG access in a context of telecommunications
competition.

! submit that the foregoing is truthful, based on personal
~~owledge, information, and belief.

Respectfully submitted,

Gregory R. Vawter

December 14, 1994.
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1. Amelia Middle School
2. &~erican Lung Association
3. Andersen High School
4. Anderson Middle School
5. Archdiocese of Cincinnati
6. Assumption Elementary School
7. BeechwoodS Elementary School School
a. Bergamo Center
9. Boy Scouts of America

10. Cameron Park Elementary School
11. Catholic Alumni Club
12. Cen~ral Ba9~ist School
13. Cen~=al S~ates Alliance fer Communi~y Media

Chr':'3t Church
Chri~tian Blue Pages
Cincinnati Academy at Medicine
Cincinnati Black Family Reunion
Cincinnati Choral Society
Cincinnati Oftice at Environmental Management
City ot Forest Park
Clean Cincinnati
Clevernook Center for the Blind
Clovernook Elementary SChool
Cot~onwood Elementary School
Cenny Buehler Memorial Pund
Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE)
Employer Healthcare Alliance
Fairfield High School
Finneytown Civic Association
Finneytown High School
Finneytown High School Athletic Boosters
Finneytown Local School Board
Finneytown Middle School
Forest Park Baseball Association
Forest Park Business Association
Forest Park Environmental Awareness & Recycling
Forest Park Fire Department
Forest Park Homeowners Association
Forest Park Police Department
Forest Park Police Explorers
Forest View Elementary School SChool
Free Store Foodbank
Frost Elementary School
GOOdwill Industries
Greener Elementary School
Greenhills Alumni Association
Greenhills American Legion Au:·:illary 530
Greenhills Baseball Association
Greenhills Civic Association
Greenhills Fire Department
Greenhills Historic society
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52. Gre~nhills Police Depar~men~

53. Greenhills/Forest Park Kiwanis
54. Mamil~on Coun~y eoard ot Elec~ions

55. Mamil~on Coun~y Board ot Mental Re~ardation

56. Mamilton County Commission
57. Mamilton Coun~y Fair Board
56. Mamilton County Park Dis~rict

59. Hamil~on County Police Chiets' Associa~ion

60. Mami~ton County Sheri!t's Departmen~

61. Mamilton County Solid Waste Management District
62. Hamilton High School
63. H~~ilton/Clermon~ Coop. Assn. ot School Boards
64. Harrison High School
65. HomeSchool Ne~work

66. ?ocp Elemen~ary School
67. !.D.M.R. Church
63. Indian Hill High School
69. Jewish Community Cen~er

70. Josie Becker Elemen~ary School
i1. Kemper Heigh~s Elementary School
7~. Kiwanis Clubs ot Ohio-6th Divison
73. Lakeside Elementary School
74. LaSalle Migh School
75. League ot Women Voters
76. Lexing~on Heights CiVic Association
77. McCauley High School
78. Moeller High SChool
79. Mount Healthy Alumni Association
80. Mcun~ Healthy City School Board
81. Mount Healthy High SChool
82. Na~ional Middle School Association
83. New 9urlington Elementary School
84. North College Hill City School Board
85. North College Hill High School
86. North Suburban Swim League
87. Northern Hills Fire Department
88. Northern Hills Synagogue
89. Northwest High School
90. Northwest School Board
91. Ohio Bureau ot employment Services

• 92. Ohio Business Teachers Association
93. Ohio Crime Prevention Association
94. Ohio Healthcare Board
95. Ohio High School Athle~ic Association
96. Ohio His~oric Preservation Ottice
97. Ohio Valley Network
96. Our Lady ot the Rosary Parrish
99. Our Lady ot the Rosary School

100. Parham Elamentary SChool
101. Pleasant Run Farms Civic Association
10~. Powell Crosley y}CA

, "'l_.. ,
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103. ?rince~on 8igh Scheol
104. Prison family Outreach
lOS. Project Nehemiah
105. Promote Wyoming Committee
107. Public Library ot Cincinnati & Bamilton County
108. Quinn Chapel
109. Re~ Ralph Elementary SChool
110. Re:{ Ridgeway fiouse
111. Right to Lite
112. Roger Bacon fiigh School
113. Ruth Lyons Childrens Christmas Fund
114. SCSEP Senior Employme~t Program
115. Senior Olympics
116. Senior Services
117. Sickle Cell Anemia Association
113. Southwes~ Ohio Swimming Associa~ien

11~. Southwes~ Ohio Wres~ling CoaChes Association
120. Spring~:e::'d TewnSl1ip·
12:. Springtield Township Police Departmen~

122. St Margaret Mary Elementary School
123. St. Bartholomew Elementary School
124. St. Dominic Elementary School
115. St. James ChurCh ot the Valley
126. St. John Neuman Parrish
117. St. Martin ot Tours E~ementary School
128. St. Mathias Parrish
129. St. Vincent DePaul Society
130. St. Vivian Elementary School
131. St. Xavier Alumni Association
132. St. Xavier High School
133. Teens Against Premarital Sex
134. The Ohio Department at Transportation
135. Truth Universal Baptist Church
135. Ursline Academy
137. Victory Church
138. Virlage ot Greenhills
139. Village Voices
140. Welch Elementary SChool
141. Whitaker Elementary School
142. Winton rarest Elementary SChool

.143. Win~on Woods City SChool Board
144. Winton WOOdS Bigh School
145. Winton Woods Middl~ School
145. Wyoming fire Department
147. Wyoming His~orical Socie~y

148. Wyomi~g Middle School

?repared oy ~aycross Comreunity Television - Decemter • "I
~ .. ,
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WCTV

Wad.worth COlDlDuaity Television
625 BrcNd Street

Waclaworth. Ollio 44281
216-336-1919

BeloIt tile
FEDERAL COMMUNICAnONS COMMISSION

WlSbjnpa. D.C. 20554

In lbc Mana' of
TEL..ePHONE COMPANY­
CABLE TELEVISION
Clou-Ownc:rship Rula.
Sccaoas 63..54 ·63.58

Amclldmaus otP3ns 32. 36
61,64, aad 69 oftbc
ConmriSSioIl'S RIlla to
iablfsb 11I4 Im.plema
Rqu1aIo1y Proc:cdwa for
Video OiallOQl Service

To: 1bc Coanniuioo.

)
)
)

)
)

)
)
)

)
)

)
)

)
)

CC Dockd No. 87-266

Rulma!rin • No. 8491

COMMBNTSOF
WADSWOllni COMMUNITY Tl!LEVJSION

Wadlworth Commuaily TdcvisioD submits tbae Q>IIINIIts ill respoase to ru1emakin.
WJIDber 8491, spldftcally reaantiDI-- tJlprefeteMi"1CCIII aad iA support of tbe
com"""" fDed iD dIiI PRIcc:~in. by tbI A1BIDce for OwDnmnjty MedIa.

1. My IUIIIII is Jabla Mlddinlo I 3IIl che Cable Acx:aI Mnwr afWIdswortb CaaInhmity TeIcYiIioa
wbicJl operateI a NlIic. Eduell'" ad GcwenuI.-.... llciIity iD WadIwonb, Obio
opIrIIiDI purIUIDlla aCIbIe 1tI1IcbiJc Wi1b ..CItrofWIdswaftlL SecIiCIl611 tJl tile
ComnnlDiCllIoal A.:t of 1934, U amended auabori:zcs _nici" aad..hac:hisinl autborides
la..-_ c:IbIc operIIOrS support CIIIIe acceII bypublic, edtnUonaJ. aad pcmmenral

('PE<r') ....

2. WMIwanb ('mnn,njly Tetmsioa is a IDC'D1w:r ofaM AJ1iuQe far COIIIIIIUDiry Media. a DOA-proftt
UPrietjmt lIpII.n"nc PEG tIlmsioa IIIIioas .......

3. Wadswanb. Comnnity TIIIYiIioD bu .... opm.ina iwdMIl (11) )'ClIIr. 1bave been dill Cable
Accca Maaqer far six (6) yan. lila 1919.

4. Loc:a1 reljpous. cJIIrillb1e. aad CQIIIIDUIlity orpnizMims an..users ofour fadlitics.
Among me Olpnimions tbat baw uci1illId die facililia ofWIdswortb Community Tdevision ill
Lhopatycarue
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WCTV

Wad.worth Commaaity Television
625 Broad Street

Wad.worth, OlUo 44281
216-.136-7919

A Complete list is auacbed as exhibit A. This is in aa:ardaDce with both tbe 1eUer and the spirit
otSoction 611. which rc:quUa tbat PEG c:a1&e" meet Lbc c:mum.nicarions Dads at the JocaJitics
in which a cable fraDchisc operates.

S. Wadswonh CommumtY Television rec:cMs its f\uIdiDg primarily rJlrough fr.mchiae fees which are
passed throulh the~ authority to die :ICCeII tXiUty, pursuaDI to the terms of the City of
Wac1swonh's ftancJlisc 3gn=maL The remainder atour opcaaio. budlCl eomes tiom grams
aDd contributions, which coDStitute 16 percent ofthc toW yearly operatiq budcer for tbe station.

IS. Section 611 of me ConununicaJions Act of 1934 pemWs local haachising authorities to request
PEe ao::css and tadlitics from a cable !raachisc wbID suc:b ftaDc:bisc is initialed or eoIDCS up
tor re~a1. The existence ot Wadswonb ColDIIUJDity TcIe¥isioft aDd most other PEG access
facilities rests upon franchising authorities' insistenc;e tbat sudl facilities be a ~Dditioo of
the flaDc:JUse.

7. The Federal Communications Commissioo is con.sidcriDI promaIprins fwtbcr rquJatiODS OD

per'SOas maiminj", common-earricr seMCCS proviclin& video imaSCS. or "video dial-cone"
(VDT).

8. The Fcdcral Communie:ations Commissim is eoasidcriqlhe promulption ofsuch rqwmons
Mtbous requiriDa a ....SCI'Ul:IIIR wtIidI would bit (lQJ!I'llmicllty equiYalaIl to tile c:oIU

~ on cable operatOrs to. alDDDI ocba' maaen. e:IIIUI'C 1.bc conlinucw ofPEe ac:cess.

9. The iDlquimb1e tlauncal of Iimi.Iarvideo nopnjWon .mces may rcsu1t in~ economic
preuures. These: pn:aures would ca1III cable opeIIIOn 10 CCIlIC o4'erin& PEO access to
fraDchiIe authoritieI in Older 10 temaia CGIIIpet1tM with JIDIl-6ancbiIec WT scrriccs. A.Iso,
PEa accea ca&en would c1aIe as customers shift fRma cable to VDT aacl fr:uk:JUsc tee
collcioal sbriak.

10. llWadswonJl Com""lllity TeJeviIioD wIRed to cI.- becauIc 1.bc cable opcratar aDd
frlDchisin81Uibo1i1y eaaaatqreeto ita c:mtjIMmrkm, ... iIIdividuaIs aad orpni-ioN
who currently uci1ize &JIcsc rac;lhies Will be forced iDID die CIDIDIIda1 JDIIbIpIace.

11. O. W-bour tUMsion &iIIIC (iDcladiDI iHaIdio pnxtIM:IiaIlIIId p*-praduQiaa COIfS).
wbic:b is bIe ofcharp tJuaIPW~ eommail)' T.".., would COlt saoo on Warmr
CalM. me MXl1oMlt<oll opdOD!or woakl-be CIbIe pIVIam pIOducas in Wadawonh or greater

t AIaaIa ana. ThiI iadudcs S400 for 1C8IIld access time. $200 1br smdio time. aDd S200 for post­
prati =1_ ..w:..

12. Mally ofoar1.awould 8ad sucIl (ea Old oflJlcir ....ad WGUJd CIIII....",..,.,;P........
100 perceDl olLbe aGftiH'Qfit orpnizadODl dill I'IpIIdy \111 GIl PEO f¥jJiIia haw aD aaaua1
media bud&eI of1esl dIaD SI.ooo. AD caUty wbidl,.,.... toJlllia its schedule olQlblec'MiDg
weekly wouJd haw to spad its mate oper.u.UtS bud&U aad more to lDIioraio the same
pmgruuniDI schedule WitbiD the private 1COr.

13. ThI erosIOD ofPEO accas could have sipiticant ddescrioas eftcas 00 the prac:tka1 c!lJCUDC!tt of
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~
WCTV

Wacl.wortla Co...uaity Televillion
625 Broaci Street

W.da",ortla. Ollio 44281
216-336-7919

.~..

•

14. VDT repIadon wbich Mjecu badl media to tile lIIIIII PEG requi.rcmcDts is the ODly IDIIbocl that
will ;uarantee the~ ofPEO aa:aa iD acontext of te!ecommuaic:atioas competition.

Rcsp~Uy submim:d.

~~iD&~7:;jj
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WCTV

Wad.warda Co••••ity Tele"ieion
625 BI'OIKI Street

Waclewortll, Ohio 44281
21'-336·7919

SXHIBlTA

1. An aad HislDry Club
2. Blue Tip FCIIIivaJ. 11M:.
3. Bud aod Bloom Garda Club
4. carouacl atCrII1b
,. Chwda WOIDCD United
6. !astem Sial'
7. Four Salons Gardea Club
B. Friends attbc Library
9. Wadsworth Public: UbrIIY
10. Wadsworth Public: SdIoo1S
11. MADO. Wadsworth~
12. Red Cross. Wadswoldl CbapterlSUIIIIDit Coumy
13. United WaylSumm.tt CowuyIMcd!M Cowdy
14. Garden Oub olWIdswanh
15. KiwaDil Club
16. Wadawonh Area Chamber at CQlDIN'Ce
17. WadIwonb AICa Pwe Fe110wsbip
18. 8ac:red HcIn Churdl
19. Gract 1..udIerID Churcb
20......ReId 8IpdIl Chun:Ja
21. Fint BapdIl Owtcb
22. Wadwanb Melbod1II CJuucIl
23. WadIwonJa M1IUmIl A80ci1licJa
24. Wadawonb Mcnnonitl Omrch
~. ICDiIIa ofColUlllbas
26. RacaIy Club of WIdIwodll
7:1. Liaa Club alWIdIwonh
28. '6W
29. Wldswonla AirmIa A..-oe
30. WIdrMJftJa CJdJd SIudy Cub
31. WIdnatIl Foo.li.... eoa--ily"'"
32. W....,.. QwlpmgjLy PIaybauIc 11IeIIre
]3. COIdl ao- CMlmpnjly n.ac
3<4. Civic 1'hcIue
3'. Wadawanb HiIIarical Awcjetton
36. WadIwanb Nft;DaIaS Cub.
37. W............ HoIpitIl AIIXiIiaIy
38. WIdnonIlPl.-AuiJiaIY
39. Wadnartla SwiDIiBI SlID
40. Wamcas C1IIb~WIdIwanb
41. NonbIidc CbriSIiIII 0IIIdl
42. New HaIUIoa Qurdl ofGod
43. Pirsl ChrisIiID ChIIn:b
.... SIl"lion Amry
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<: : T',' OF wADSWORTH

*WCTV
Wad.worda COIDIDaaity TeleviaioB

625 Broad· Street
Wadawortb, Olaio 44281

216-336-1919

45. ML Zwiqll UDitld Cbwdl ofChris&
46. Woodlawn CemI&ay
41. !astem Star CemcICIy
48. 0.1. Work PresentatiOD Committee
~9. Habiw tor Humanity
~. Easler Seals
51. American Cancer Soc:icty
.52. Girl SCOUl.S of America
'3. Boy Sc:outs ofAmerica
'4. Oro, Abuse R.esiswIce Edlacacioa (DARE)
.5.5. Cascade 0fteIaprnmrt Cotpor.IIjao
36. Akron R.cgioaa1 DevdopIDCDlBolnl
57. City afMediDa
51. McdiDa County
'9. SADD
GO. MedUIa Ccuaty Soil '" Water Couctva1ioa DisUid
61. McdiDa CouatyIOst1 E."Ctensjoo

62. Center tor Missing a !xpjoited ChiJdru.
63. McdiDa COUld)' Humau Soc:ieIy
64. SPCA
65. City of Wadnonla
66. Cuter for Older AdabI
67. MediDa Coaa&y YMCA
68. ArdIbiIbop &baa Hi8b ScbooI
69. WOClI&Il HiIb SChooA
70. Clovert.fLacal SciIDoII
11. NarteHl CIty ScbDaII
11. s...~afDlw ....
73. StIra.....-twBW l.ael.1lIer
14. StIIa~OtaaIn-.
15. U.S. CGap-vn, 13thDiItric:r. Sbmad 8tcnm
16. Mcdiua CouIIly I_HelD PIIIJ
77. WadIwoRIl Youaa oe.cr..

P.Ot5 06
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Before the
FEDERAL CQNfMUNI~A~ON~ GOMMISSION

Washi?gton, .~.E:. 20554

. . - - ..
AFFIDAVIT- IN" SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

MCTV
Mult=namah
Cammuni1:y

Tel.vl.ian

Serving East
Muitnomah County

faeated atMt HoOd
Community Coil~

26000 S.E. Stark SI.
Gresham, OR 97030

503/1&7·7831f
FAX 503/117·7417

Programming
SerVices:

Public Access •
. Educational.
Govemmllllt·

.: commOnit'( •
East Mecro Edition •

-MCTV Channels .
seen on Paragon

Gable:

In the Matter 'of'

TELEPHONE'COMPANY-
..CABLE TELEVISION
97-266
Cross-Ownership Rules,
Sectioiis 63.54-63~S8

and

. Amendmen~' ofp~ 32,36,
NQ.0491- .•

61,.64, ~d-69 of th~
CommisSIon's Rules' to
Esta:~~'~~d-Implement

-, ReguIatoey Rroeed.Uies for: :
VideO Dialtone Service'

r
J
).
)

')

)"
. -' .)

.J
"J

.)

. ) - ­
)

--" )
-' <•• ; ~·l

.S·:.~L_ .
_. '- _. .-
- .....:~ - .

.CC Docket No.

. RUlemaking

- _ .. -

-- -. --" ---

.11
CAN

Communit'i .4<CIit
Newark

21
MCTV

,\<Iultnoman CommunitY
Television:

.u
CommunitY Bullean 80Ini

Li~ NASAMIaions
.(East Caunty 0nIv1,

:...30
MPAC

,"-Iultnoman Public. Affairs

31
Mind e:u.nsion UnivenitY
.(PO:tfilnd Public Schools)

32
EducaDonal~
....HO: Telecourses
(EatCDunlV Oc\fy)

TO: The Commission.__

L .My.~~_~ ~~~.B~g. .I.~~~ve~r_o~...

.. MuItnomah . . - _..•. -. - _...

Co~unitYTelevision (M.C1V), a.~~ _access ceI1-s Gre.sJwn,-... ".' .. ..~". . ..... -.. .. - _. "..

... Oregonop~~p~~ to a cable~ Section 611 of ~e

. 'C~catiOI!S'Act of 1-934, as~~Uthorizes .mwticipal .....
..' ..... . '.." .. --."- . .. ~~~ ....:.

and stite '~ch.ising.a,uttforities.to reqUest that cabl~~to~:.
." ... _ _ 1: _ - _.. •

_. _~upport cable access by ·public,-~Ucit1onal,and gov~ental .-
. -. ~ .. -- . .. -'-:- . -....

(~GjentitieS.·

33
PoItbnd Cable~:

58
MeTV !"roF1m Cuide

. Video ~'SIelI8:

lEut CllIJI'lV~

..
.-' -- -- . .~...

..
.. _ : t-. .

... . -
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·MCTV

Mutenamah
Cammunlt:y
T.'~'.ian

Serving €.s5J;
Mu!tnomah Couney

LOCi/ed at Mt. Hood'
Communiry College

_26000 S.E. S~r~ St.
Gresham, OR 97030

503/••7·783&
FAX 503;••7-7417

. ... ..

. 2.MClV is a member of the ~an~e for Comm~tyMecp.~1 a

-- ~n-profit a~sodation representing,PEG television:s~~oils
. - . .

- : :. ·:natio~wide.·

. Director of1vtCTV for.~ yearS.. " _.

4. Local ~reIigiOUSi charitable, and ~ommunity.organizatio~are. ",.- . __
-- .. -

.regular'~·ers of my facilities. ~9~g'~e or~ationsthat:bay.e·

utilized the facili~es 'of MCTV iIi fue: past ye~-are Sickle Cell :: .
, .

Ane1nia: -Pouttciation, Project Youth Employment Support Servic;e.s,

~e .Waria ~ide Cli~~ch of GOd~. ~eU~ty·ch~ch,' the &f~Scou~~_ .
- -

.. theGii'l SCQ~ts ahd man.y others;'~ ~Jtfaccordan~e '!ith;both

... .": --

­, , -

.. - ._"lo •

. ... ".. :-' ~

. -

. - . .

= . the letter·and the sprit of Sectio~.§Al, which requires ,thatPEG '_ .
,-centers meet the- communications needs·Of the localitieS in whien:a· --

-
~~. The F~~.:aI Comm~catio~ ~Comlitission:-,~ _co~icleriilg __ .. : :.,

-- -. .. :' - . . . :~ -. - - ..

. -promulgatin~ further regulations on person maintaining c~mmon-.

carrier services

. - . ~le .francltise~ ?perat~. _
. .

5: -~crv,-reC~v~ its fundiitg:p~y-~ouSh£ran~.fees, ~-

whiclt arep~d~ough the'fr~ ;~thOrity to the:"~~~. .'-L
- .. . . - . ..". .' - .. --' . ". - ._-
'. . . - - -- ,. _.... . . ,.

The remainder of its operatingbudget comes from grants and .'
.. - .;: '. . .

con~~tio~u<;hi~ ~~tute 10;.0 ·of the totafye8rlyoperatin:g'~- .-'~ _...:. -
bu~get for t:¥ station.' - .- -

. . - ...

6. Section ?l1of the Comm~tions Act of 1934 .permi~·local :.

.£ran~~~~~~~rities to~~PEd~~cceSs and.faciliti~:~tri~· -.
• _ ~ ~_.. • _. _ • ~ ::..: .... 7 .: . • _ ".': '.~ _ -~ ._

cable.~when suc;h~~ ~ts upon Iran~g- _.
a~thoriti~~ .m~stence that :~ch'fadJjti~-be- a c~ndition of fr;m~.

..': ::

;... "_.

: : providing'~~images~ or "video dial-tone" (VDT).
.~ .R__ __

-- -- ...

Progr-unming·
Services:

Pubtic Aa:es •
Cducational •

~Govemrnent •
Communit'( •

East Metro Edition'·

11
CAN

·'Community Aa:els • •
Netwaric-· .. ,... --._.

MCTV Channels' .
Seen on Paragon .

· ._. - Uble:

32
EdllQlional Aa::eH
MHCC T*aIutws
~ .'CUlly ~Iy) : .

33
~~~

'sa
.\4CTVp~ Guide

. VldeoN-ae.r
. lEaK CoUntvOnM

21
_ MCIV
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

tctV In the Matter of )
TELEPHONE COMPANY· )

Thurston CABLE TELEVISION )
Cross-Ownership Rules, )

Community Sections 63.54-63.580 )
Television )

2M) UmilCd Laoc
and )

)
Olympia WA Amendments ofPans 32, 36, )

98S02 61,64, and 69 of the )

(206) 9!6-3tOO Conunission's Rules to )
Establish and Implement )
Regulatory Procedures for )
Video Dialtone Service )

CC Docket No. 87·266

Rulemaking No. 8491

•

Community

Access

Television

Fat

Greater

Thunton

AFFIDAVI! IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

TO; The Commission

1. My name is Deborah S. VinseJ. I am the Executive Director ofThurston

Community Television (TCTY) a public access center in Olympia. WA

operating pursuant to a cable tranemse. Section 611 ofthe Communications

act of 1934, as amended authorizes municipal and stateftanchising authorities

to request that cable operators support cable access by public, educational, and

governmental ("pEG) entities.

2. TCTV is a member ofThe Alliance for Community Media, a non-profit

association representing PEG television stations.~onwide.

3. TCTV has been in operation for ten years; I have been E.'ltecutive Director

ofthe eenter fot 4 years. since November, 1990.

4. Local refigious., charitable, and community organizations are regular users

ofmy &cilities. Alnong the 83 organizations that have utiliz~ the facilities of

rCIV in the past year ue Fellowship ofRecoocili3tio~ the League ofWomen

1
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Voters, the Olympia Chinese Fellowship and People First. A complete list is attached as exhibit

A. This is in accordance with both the letter and the spirit ofsection 511, which requir~ that

PEG centers meet the communicates needs of the localities in which a cable franchise operates.

S. TCTV receives its fimding primarily through &anchise fees, which are passed through the

franchise authority to the station. The remainder of its operating budget comes from grants,

contributions, and memberships, which constitute ten percent of the total yearly operating budget

for the center.

6. Section 611 ofthe Communications Act of 1934 permits local franchising authorities to

request PEG access and facilities from a cable franchise when such franchise is initiated or comes

up for renewal. The existence ofmost PEG facilities rests upon fT-4l1chising authorities' insistence

that such facilities be a condition of franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering promulgating further regulations on

persons maintaining conunon-<:amer services providing video images, or "video dial-tone"

(HVDT').

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the. promulgation ofsuch regulations

without requiring a use-fee stNcture which would be economicalJy equivalent the costs imposed

on cable operators to, among other matters, ensure the continuance ofPEG access.

9. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission services may result in uneven economic

pressures. The pressures will cause cable operators to cease offering PEG access to franchise

authorities in order to remain competitive with non-ftanchiseable VDT SeMces. PEG centers will

close as individuals shift from cable to VDT and &anchise fcc collections shrink.

10. IfThurston Community Television is forced to close because the cable operator and

franchising authority cannot agree (0 its continuation, then individuals and organizations wbo

currently utilize the facilities of the station will be forced into the commercial marketplace.

11. A half-hour oftelevision (including in-studio production and all post-production costs),

which is free ofcharge on PEG channels, would cost several thousand dollars on the cable

operators local origination channel. the next-lowest-cost option for would-be cable program

producers in Olympia, WA. This includes $100 per hour for leased channel rime, $1000 per day

for studio time, and S65 per hour for po)'t production services.

1
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12. Many of our users would find such fees out oftheir range and would cease cablccssting

altoaether. Seventy-five percent of'thc private DOD-profit organimtions that use our PEG

facilities on a regular basis have a yearly budget ofless than 5200,000. An entity which wanted to

retain its schedule ofcablecastins weekly would have to spend its entire budget and more to

maintain the same programming schedule within the private sector.

13. The erosion ofPEG access could have significant deleterious effects on the practical

enactment ofFirst Amendment ideals.

14. VOT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG requirements is the only method

that will guarantee the existence ofPEO access in context oftelecommunicatioDs competition.

I submit the foregoing is truthful. based on personaJ knowledge. infonnarion, and belief.

Respectfully submitted. by:

Deborah S. Vmsel. Executive Director
Thurston Community Television
Olymp~ WA

December 14. 1994
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington DC 20554
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IWlcmakingNo.8491

AFFIDAVIr IN StJPPORT OF COMMENTS

To: The Commissioa

1. My name is VeIvaJee Wiley. I am the Executive Director ofMiJwaukee Access

Teleeommamic:atioDs Authority ("MATAj. a public access center in Milwaukee,

WISCOnsin opentina punuant to a cable fi'ancbise. Section 611 ofthe

Commmricatioas Act of1934, as ameDded autborizes DlJnicipal aad state

hDc:.hisias authorities to request that cable operatOrS support "cable access by

public, educational, IDd sovemmeuW ("PEG") eutitics.

2. MATA is • JIIIII'lw ofTbe Affiance Cor COIDDI1My Media. a OOIl-profit

UIOCiltioD ""IS!"'ins PEG television stItions Dllionwicle.
3. MATA his beeD ill operation for 10 yem; I have beca Ex=nive Director oCthe

c:enIer Cor 3yem. siDce 1991.

4. Local reli&ious. cbaritable, aDd CQfDII!Imity orpoizatioas are resuJar users ofmy

ticilities. Among the organizations tbIt have utj6zec1 the &ciJities ofMATA in the

past yell' are United Way, ACHOICE. Free Teens. and IsIesia Genesis. This is in

accordance with both the letter and the spirit ofSection 611. which requires that

PEG ccnten meet !be communications ..-Is altho localities in wbich a cable

ftuchise operateS.



Page 2

S• MATA receives its fimding primarily wough direct provision ofaccess and sc:rviccs by the

cable operator, pursuant to the terms ofMilwaukee's franchise asreemeut. The rcmaiDdcr ofits

operatins budget comes from grants and contributions, which constitute 16 percent ofthe total

yearly operating budget for the station.

6. Section 611 ofthe Communications Act of 1934 pennits local franchising authorities to request

PEG access and facilities from a cable franchise when such franchise is initiated or comes up for

renewal. The existence ofmost PEG facilities rests upon franchising authorities' insistence that

such facilities be a condition offrancisc.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering promulgating further regulations on

persons maintaiIUng common-canicr services providing video images, or "video dial-toae"

("VDT").

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the promulgation ofsucb reguJations

without requiring a use-fee structure which would be economicaJly equivalent to tile costs

imposed on cable operators to, among other matters. ensure the contimaanc:e ofPEG access.

9. The inequitable treatmeDt ofsimilar video tr'aDsInUsion !CI'Vices may result in UDeVCD economic

pressures. These pressures win cause cable operators to cease otferina PEO access to hnchise

authorities in order to remain competitive with aon-hDclriseable 'lOT services. PEG centers wiD

close as individUals shift fi'om <:able to VDT and franchise fee coDectious sbrink.

10. ItMATA is forced to dose because the cable operator and ftancbisins authority c:aanot agree

to its contiDli1tioa. then iDdividuals and organiznioDS who curreatIy utilize the fJri6ties ofthe
"

station will be Con:ect into the commercial marketplace.

11. A half-how" oftelevision time (mc:ludiDg in-SlUdio productioo and aU post-production costs),

which is he ofc.barge on PEO c:bannels, wouJd cost $1800 on WVTV, the next.(owcst cost

option for wou!d-be cable program producers in Milwaukee. This incJudes S4S0 for leased access

time, $IS0 for studio tilDe. and $300 for post-produc:rioll services.

12. Many ofour users woulcIlJDd such fees out oftheir rmge aDd would c:cue ablecasdlll
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altogether. 80 percent ofthe private non-profit organiations that use our PEG taciJities on a

regular basis have yearly budgetS oflas than $200,000. An entity wbich wanted to retain its

schedule ofbroadcurins weekly would have to spend its eutire budaet and more to maintain the

same programming schedule within the private sector.

13. The erosion oiPEG access could have sipiticant deleterious eft'ects on the practical

enactment ofFltSt Amendment idc:a1s.

14. VDT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG requirements is the only method

that will guarantee the existence ofPEG access in a contest ofteJecommunic:atioDS competition.

I submit that the foregoing is tnJtbfW, based on personal knowledge, information, and

belief

Respectfidly submitted,
~

by

December 14. 1994
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