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communications needs of the localities in which a cable
franchise operates.

Waycross Community Television receives funding primarily
through franchise fees as specified by ocur local franchising
authorities, in addition to direct provisions of access
facilities by the cable cperator, pursuant to terms of our
three (Forest Park, Greenhills and Springfield Township)
identical franchise agreements. Less than one percent of our
operating budget comes from grants and contributions.

Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local
franchising authorities to request PEG access and facilities
from a cable franchisse when such franchise is initiated or
comes up for renewal. The sxistence of Waycross Community
Television rests upon our franchising authorities’ insistence
that these facilities be a condition of the local franchise.

The Federal Communications Commission is considering
promulgating futher requlations on persons maintaining common -
carrier services providing video images, or "videoc dial-tone"
(VDT) .

The Federal Communications Commission is considering
promulgaticn of such regulations without requiring a use-fee
structure which would be economically equivalent to the costs
imposed on cable operators to, among other matters, ensure the
centinuance of PEG access.

The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission
services may result in uneven economic pressures. These
pressures will cause cable operatcrs to cease offering PEG
access to franchise authorities in order to remain competitive
with non-franchised VDT services. Also, PEG access centers
will close as customers shift from cable to VDT and franchise

fee collections shrink.

If Waycross Community Television is forced to close because the
cable operator and franchising authority cannot agree to its
continuation, then individuals and organizations who currently
utilize the facilities of the station will be forced into the

commercial marketplace.

A half-hour of televisicn time (including in-studic production
and all post-production costs), which is free of charge on PEG
channels, would cest $1,100 at Warner Cable’s studio, the next
lowest-cost option for cable program producers in the
Cincinnati area. This price includes S400 for leased access
time, $300 for studic time, and $225 for post-preduction
services. For other than leased access facilities, a quote has
come back at $6,000 for a cne-hour production.

Many of our users would find even leased access fees out of
their range and would cease cablecasting altogether. Eighty
percent of the private non-proflt organizaticns that regularcly
use cur PEG facilities have annual budgets under $20¢,000. To
retais its schedule of weekly cablecasts using private sector

ey



rcent of the non-profit organizations that regularly use -
PEG facilities have annual media budgets under $10,000. To
retain a schedule of weekly or even monthly proeductions usi-
private sector facilities, a nonprofit group would spend it:
entire budget and more.

13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious

effects on the practical enactment of First Amendment ideal:

1

14. VDT requlation which subjects both media to the same PEG
requirements is the only method that will guarantee the
existence of PEG access in a context of telecommunications

competition.

I submit that the foregoing is truthful, based on personal
knowledge, information, and belief.

Respectfully submitted,

%/@:—

Gregory R. Vawter

December 14, 1994.
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Nenprofit User List

. Amelia Middle School

American Lung Associaticn

. Anderscn High School
. Anderson Middle School

Archdiocese of Cinc¢innati
Assumption Elementary School

. Beechwoods Elementary School School
. Bergamc Center

Boy Scouts of America
Cameron Park Elementary School

. Catholic Alumni Club

. Central Baptist School

. Central States Alliance fer Community Media
. Christ Church

. Christian Blue Pages

. Cincinnati Academy of Medicine

. Cincinnati Black Family Reunion

. Cincinnati Choral Scciety

Cincinnati 0ffice of Environmental Management
City ¢f Forest Park
Clean Cincinnati

. Cleverncok Center for the Blind
. Clovernook Elementary Scheol

. Cottonweod Elementary Scheol

. Denny Buehler Memorial Fund

Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE)
Employer Healthcare Alliance
Fairfield High School

. Finneytown Civic Association
. Pinneytown High School
. Finneytown High School Athletic Boosters

Finneytown Local School Beard
Finneytown Middle School
Porest Park Baseball Association

. Forest Park Business Association

Forest Park Environmental Awareness & Recycling
Forest Park Fire Department

Forest Park Homeowners Association

Forest Park Police Department

Forest Park Police Explorers

. Porest View Elementary School School

Free Store Foodbank

Frost Elementary School
Goedwill Industries

Greener Elementary School
Greenhills Alumni Asscciation

. Greenhills American Legion Auxillary 530
. Greennhills EBaseball Association

Greenhills Civic Asscciation
Greenhills Fire Department
Greenhills Historic Scciety
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1594 Nonzprcflt User List
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Gre=nhills Police Department
Greenhills/Ferest Park Kiwanis

Hamilton County Board of Elections
Hamilton County Board of Mental Retardation
Hamilton County Commission i
Hamilton County Pair Board

Hamilton County Park District

. Hamilten County Police Chiefs' Association

Hamilton County Sheriff's Departiment
Hamilton County Solid Waste Management District
Hamilton High School

. Hamilton/Clermont Coop. Assn. of School Boards
. Harriscn High School

. HomeSchool Network

. Hecp Elementary School

I.0.M.R. Church

. Indian Hill High School
. Jewish Community Center
. Josie Becker Elementary Scheool

Kemper Heights Elementary Scheol
RKiwanis Clubs of Ohioc-6th Divison

. Laxeside Elementary School
. LaSalle High School

League of Women Voters
Lexington Heights Civic Association
McCauley High School

. Mceller High School
. Mcunt Healthy Alumni Association
. Mcunt Healthy City Schecol Board

Mount Healthy High School

Naticnal Middle School Association
New Surlington Elementary School
North College Hill City School Board
North College Hill High School
North Suburban Swim League

. Northern Hills Fire Department

Northern Hills Synagogue
Northwest High School

Northwest Schcocol Board

Ohio Bureau of Employment Services

. Chio Business Teachers Association

Chio Crime Prevention Association
Chio Healthcare Board

Chio High Schocl Athletic Association
Ohic Historic Preservation QOffice
Ohio Valley Network

Our Lady of the Rosary Parrish

Qur Lady of the Rosary Schoel

Parham Zlementary School

Pleasant Run Farms Civic Association
Powell Crosley YMCA

Prapared by Waycross Timmunity Television - December 12,
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1364 Nonprotfit User LIst
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Princeton High 3chcol
Prison Family Outreach
Project Nehemiah

Promote Wyoming Committee

Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton County

Quinn Chapel

Rex Ralph Elementary School

Rex Ridgeway House

Right to Lite

Roger Bacon High sSchool

Ruth Lyons Childrens Christmas Fund
SCSEP Senicr Employment Program

. Senior Qlympics

Senior Services

. Sickle Cell Anemia Associaticon

Southwest Ohio Swimming Asscciaticn

Soutnhwest Ohioc Wrestling Coaches Association
. Springfield Tcwnship

Springfield Township Police Department

. St Margaret Mary Elementary School

St. Barthclomew Elementary School
St. Dominic Elementary Scheol

. St. James Church of the Valley

St. John Neuman Parrish

. St. Martin of Tours Elementary Scheol

St. Mathias Parrish

St. Vincent DePaul Society

St. Vivian Elementary School
3t. Xavier Alumni Association
St. Xavier High School

Teens Against Premarital Sex
The Ohio Department of Transportation
Truth Universal Baptist Church
Ursline Academy

Victory Church

Village of Greenhills

Village Vcices

Welch Elementary School
Whitaker Elementary School
Winton Poraest Elementary School
Winton Woods City School Boara
Winton Woods High School
Winton Woods Middle sSchool
Wyoming Fire Department
Wyeming Historical Society
Wyoming Middle Schoel

Prepared by Waycrcoss Community T2levision - December

i2,
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WCTV

Wadsworth Community Television

625 Broad Strest
Wadsworth, Ohio 44281
216-336-7919
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554 .
In the Matter of )
TELEPHONE COMPANY- )
CABLE TELEVISION ) CC Docket No. 87-266
Cross-Owncrship Rules, )
Sections 63.54 - 63.58 )
)
and )
)
Amendments of Parts 32, 36 ) Rulemaiing No. 8491
61, 64, and 69 of the )
Commission's Rules to )
Establish and Implement )
Regulatory Procedures for )
Video Dialtone Service )
To: The Commission
COMMENTS OF

WADSWORTH COMMUNITY TELEVISION

Wadsworth Community Teicvision submits these comments in response to rulemaking
number 3491, specifically regarding issucs of preferential access and in support of the
comments filed in this procceding by the Alliance for Community Media.

1. My name is John Madding. Iam the Cable Access Manager of Wadsworth Community Television
which operates a Public, Educational and Government access fixcility in Wadsworth, Ohio
operating pursuant to 3 cable franchise with the City of Wadsworth. Section 611 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended authorizes municipal and state franchising authorities
to request that cable operators support cable access by public, educational, and governmental
(PEG™) entities.

2. WMCmdemuamdmmmCmmMammm
association represeating PEG television stations nationwide.

3 Wadsworth Commmunity Television has been opcrating for cleven (11) years; | have been the Cabile
Access Manager for six (6) years, since 1989.

4. Local religious, charitable, and community organizations are regular users of our facilities.
Among the organizations that have utilized the facilities of Wadsworth Community Television in

the past year are

A better coﬁmunity through communication.
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Wadsworth Community Television
625 Broad Street
Wadsworth, Ohio 44281
216-336-7919

A Complete list is antached as exhibit A. This is in accordance with both the letter and Lhe spirit
of Section 611, which requires that PEG centers meet the communications aeeds of the localitics
in which a cable franchise operates.

5. Wadsworth Community Television receives its funding primarily through franchise fees which are
passed through the franchise authority to the access facility, pursuant to the terms of the City of
Wadsworth's franchise agreement. The remainder of our operating budget comes from grants
and contributions, which coastitute 16 percent of the total yearly operating budget for the station.

6.  Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local fraschising authorities to request
PEG access and facilitics from a cable franchise when such franchisc is initiated or comes up
for renewal. The existence of Wadsworth Community Television and most other PEG access
facilities rests upon franchising authorities' insistence that such facilities be a condition of
the franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering promulgating further regulations on
persons maintaining common-carrier services providing video images, or "video dial-tone”
(VDT).

8.  The Federal Communications Commission is considering the promulgation of such regulations
without requiring a user.fee structure which would be coonomically equivaleat to the costs
imposed on cable opcrators to, among other matters, ensurc the continuance of PEG access.

9.  The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission sesvices may result in uneven economic
pressures. Thesc pressures wouid cause cable operators to cease olfering PEG access to
franchise authorities in order 10 remain competitive with non-franchised VDT services. Also,
PEG access centers would close as customers shift from cable to VDT and franchise fec
collections shrink.

10. If Wadsworth Community Television is forced to close because the cable operator and
franchising authority cannot agree to its continuation, then individuals and organizations
who currently utilize these facilities will be forced into the commercial marketplace.

11.  One half-hour television time (inciuding in-smdio production and post-production costs),
which is free of charge through Wadsworth Community Television, would cost $800 on Warner
Cable, the next lowestcost option for would-be cable program producers in Wadsworth or greater
' Akroa area. mxmmmmmmnoomrmmmmofmm-

production services.

12. Many of our users would find such fces out of Lheir range and would cease cablecasting aitogether.

100 percent of the non-profit organizatioas that reguiarty use our PEG facilities have an annual
media budget of less than $1.000 . An catity which wanied 10 retain its schedule of cablecasting

weekly would have to spend its entire operaling budget and more (0 maintain the same
programuning schedule within the private sector.

13.  The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious effects on the practical enactment of

A better community through commanication.
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Wadsworth Community Television
625 Broad Street
Wadsworth, Ohio 44281
216-336-7919

FirstAmdmemidéu.

14. VDT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG requircmacnts is the only method that
will guarantee the existence of PEG access in a context of telecommunications competition.

1 submit that the foregoing is truthful, based on personal knowledge, information, and belief,

%ﬁﬂ Televisiol

December 14, 1994,

A better community through communication.
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WCTV

Wadsworth Community Television
625 Broad Street
Wadsworth, Ohio 44281
216-336-7919

1994 Non-Profit User List: EXHIBIT A

ELNo SR N RA W~

Art and History Club

Blue Tip Festival, Inc.
Bud and Bloom Garden Club
Caroussel of Crafts

Church Women United
Eastern Star

Four Seasons Garden Club
Friends of the Library
Wadsworth Public Librasy

. Wadsworth Public Schools

. MADD, Wadsworth Chapter

. Red Cross, Wadsworth Chapter/Summit County
. United Way/Summit County/Medina County
. Garden Club of Wadswarth

. Kiwanis Club

. Wadsworth Arca Chamber of Commerce

. Wadsworth Arca Peace Fellowship

. Sacred Heant Church

. Grace Lutheran Church

. Reimer Road Baptist Church

. First Baptist Church

Wadworth Methodlst Church
Wadsworth Ministerial Association
Wadsworth Mcnnoaite Church
Kmigtts of Columbus

Rotary Club of Wadsworth

Liocas Club of Wadsworth

A better community .ﬁto-gh communics
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45.
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51,
52.
53.
54.
55,
36.
57.
58,
39.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
6S.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

\s
WCTV

Wadsworth Community Television
625 Broad Street
Wadsworth, Ohio 44281
216-336-7919

Mt Zwiagli United Church of Christ
Woodlawn Cemetery
Eastern Star Cemetery

0.]. Work Preservation Committee
Habitat for Humanity

Easter Seals

Amcrican Cancer Society

Girt Scouts of America

Boy Scouts of America

Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE)
Cascade Development Corporation
Akron Regional Development Board
City of Medina

Medina County

SADD

Medina County Soil & Water Conscrvation District
Medina County/OSU Exteasion

Center for Missing & Exploited Children
Medina County Humane Society

SPCA

City of Wadsworth
Ceanter for Older Aduits

Medina County YMCA
Archbishop Hoban High School
Wooster High School
Cloverieaf Local Schools

1. Norton City Schools

72 State Department of Development

7.

74.
75.
76.
7.

State Representative Bill Batchelder

State Representative Grace Drake

U.S. Congressman, 13th District, Sherrod Brown
Mcding County Republican Party
Wadsworth Young Democrats

A better community through communication.

P.OB 29



. . Before the
- . FEDERAL COMMUNICA’IIONS COMMISSION
T Washm ,D€ 20554 '
o~ gton

MCTV | In the Mattef of - "

.~ Multnomah

B

Cammunity  TELEPHONE COMPANY- | S
. -_CABLE TELEVISION _ -CC Docket No.
Serving East 97-266 . T )
Muitnamah Caunty Cros rship Rules . )
; o s-Ownership Rules, L
ooty Callons  Sections 63546358 7 ) - -
26000 5.E. Staric St. . . )
Gresham, OR 97030 and , )
503/667-7836 - Uy S
FAX S03/887-7417 ) _ -
- Amendmen?:g of Parts 32 36, D . Rulemaking
No. 0491 ' S ' o
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‘-Pu:‘:‘"ée"  Commission’s Rules to ) B
Gucaiorai . Establish'and Implement 7 ) . -
anc:m;or':;: ReguIatony Procedures for. . _r L) .-
» e Video Dxaltone Semce = ;)__ _ ’ o
McseL’VCh:nnels ‘ 4 ez , N
on Paragon ' - - —
Cable: o A.FFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMM]:'ZNTS
11 _ , | - - -
Cm,w_&,: - TO: The Cqmm1§s1on.-- . . L = ;
Nework _ R . o - - T )
21 :
MCTV 1. MynamelsRobert Bradmg IamtheExecutwe D1rector of -
MulmomahCocnmufl?uy_ . . ) _ e o
reeison. Mu.ltnomah T - : '
) . aa == .
Community Sullein Soard . Commumty Televxslpn (M.C'I'V) a pubhc access center Gresham
{East C Only
¢ m ml e Oregonoperahngpursuanttoacableframh:se. Sectlon6110fthe '
iomah Public s Ccmmumcauons Act of 1934, as amended. authonzes mumapal .
vind Exmmsion Unie j:v ‘ | and state franch:sxng authontzes to request that cable-operators
"(Patand Public Schools - T
: 3: support cable access by pubhc, educauonal and govemmenta.l :
;Hccrde:mm ("PEG") entltles ST S '- o e
{East County Only) . -
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Mun:nomah

MCTV -

Cammunity .

Talevision

Serving East

Muitnormah County

Lacated at Mt. Hood
Community College

26000 S.E. Stark St.
Gresham, OR 97030
503/ 867-7636

FAX 5ﬂ3/ 887-7817

Prog?ammihg' ’

Services:

- Public Access ¢
Educational «
~Govemment «
Community *

- East Metro Edition «

MCTV Channels-

SeenonPa:agon .

Cable:

11
N CAN
. Community Access _

Network~ - -

21

Muithomah Comnunity__

Television

* Community Bulletin Board-

tive NASA Missions
- {East. County Qn_iv)

’
30

MPAT ™

Mulmomah Public Affairs-

31 .

Mind Extension University -

©° (Portignd Pub_ﬁcSchoois)

a2
Educational Access
MHCC Telecourses.

-z, [East County Ony) - '

2 MCTV is a member of the Alliéxice for"Commx-mity ’Medi'é, a .

-~ 4 Local- rehglous, charitable, and commumty organizations are..

Portland Cable Accass . 4:

MCTV Program Guide
_ Video Newsletar
(East Coimrty Oniv

cableﬁ'aneh.lseoperates ‘ - e |

_camerserwces § -'. : -’-7-'_“ T '_

n-proﬁt association representmg PEG television: statmns .

natlonwuie .

3. MCTV has been in. operahon for 11 years; [ have been Executwe o

- Director of MCTV for three years.
- regular users of my facilities. Among the orgamzanons that have B '_.
utilized the facilities of MCTV in the past year are Sickle Cell o
‘Anemia Fo_undanon, Project Youth Employment Support_' Semce_s;

the World Wide Church of God, the Unity Church, the Bog-Scoits,
. the Gu'l -Scoﬁts and many others: Thfs is Ain-dccordance mthboth ,‘__ :

' the letter a.nd the sprit of Section 611 which requires thatPEG . - -

centers meet the commumcauons needs cf the locahtles mn wkuch a

5 MCTV recexves its fundmg pnmanly th.tough franduse fees,
whlch are passed through the ﬁranduse authority to &1e f-acnhty
'I'he remamder of its operatmgbudget comes &om grants and
contribuhons wl'uch constitute 10% of the total yearly operai:mg

.Irqw-

budgetforthestauon. o ST L A__'_';_ -

6 Section 611 of the Commumcatzons Act of 1934. pemuts local

frandusmg authonw to- requet PEG access and faahtns from a
cablefranch;sewhen such franduse :ests upon frandusmg- o
authonﬁes insistence that such facﬂmes bea condmon of francl'use

-

7 'I'he Federal Commumcat:ons Comnussmn is consnienng T

promulgatmg ﬁ.u'ther reg'u.latxons on person mamtauung common-

prowdmg v1deo mages, or vxdeo d131—tone (VD'I')

- - PR - . - . : = .
: P [ .- ke



Muitnomah

Community -

Telavigion

Serving East

Loated at Me. Hood
Community Coilege

25000 S.E. Stack St. -

Gresham, OR 97030
503/667-7636
FAX 303/667-7417

-Brogramming
Services:

"Bublic Access ¢

Educational « . = 7.

Government »
Community =
_ East Mevo-Edition «

MCTV Channels _

Seen on Paragon

T Gabler T

) Community Buﬂeun Board

-

Live NASA Missions

_ (East County Only) ”

‘ -30

MPAC - °
MulmomahPubllc\fﬁus =

- o—31

Wnd Extension University
(Portland Public Schoais)

T 32

... Educational Access
MHCC Telecourses
{East County Only)

_ Portland Cable Access

MCTV Program Cuidde

Video Newsletter-
Easr County Only} _

- 10 If MCTV is forced to- close because the cable operator and_ ST

_ 8 The Federal Commumcanons Comm1551on is consrdermg the
promulgatron of such regu.latrons mthout requmng a use-fee N
- structure wI'uch would be econormcalIy eqmvalent the C’OStS‘ : " -
imposed on cable operators to, among Gther matters, ensure .the :
-continuance of PEG. access. _ o |
9. The meqmtable treatment of snmlar v1deo transnussron services

may result in uneven econormc pressures These pressures will

- cause cable operators to ceases offermg’PEG access to franctusmg
authonhes 1.n “order to remain comp“tmve with non-franchlseable

. VDT semces PEG centers wﬂl dose as mdlmduals shift Eom cable

',toV'DTandfranchlsefeecollectronsshnnk Lo ,__.,';,.

franchrsmg authonty cannot agree to its contmuatron. then e
md.rvrduals and organizations who currently utilize the fac:lrtres of |

the station w111 be forced into: the commercral marketplace C

1A ha.lf-ﬁ'o—ur of telev151on 'tie (mcludmg m-studm producuon:
a.nd all post-productron costs),. wh.rch is free of charge on PEG-- _

~ channels, would cost $1050 on the next lowest—cost optron for -

=7 would-be cable program producers in the Bortland area. Thrs — ‘ _-:_ . .

| ;j mcludes $300 for leased access t:me, $ 500 for studio trrne, and $ 250 o

for post-productron services.

12. Many of Gur users would ﬁrrd such fees out of therr range and o
. -would cease. cablecasungaltogethet Agproxrmately 90°’apercmt of .7

the pnvate non-proﬁt orgammuons that use our PEG facxhtree on a .
regu.la.r basrs have yearly budgets of less than 5200 000 -4n enﬁty

whrch wanted to.retain 1ts schedu.le of broadca.strng weekly would_



have to spend 1ts entire budget and more to mammm the_same e

l o l . - . S L ome- -

- programnung schedule W1thm thepnvate sector - ._ _ e _ .
et =z 13 'Ihe erosion of PEG access could have mgmﬁcant deletenous N
MCW P I o -l'_‘il'?"—

e&'ects on the practmal enactment of F1rst Amendme.nt 1deals E

Multnomah
Community 14. VDT reg-ulatlon wluch sub)ects both medla to the's same PEG

Television

Serving East- - requlrements is the only method that will guarantee the existence .5‘
Muitnomnsh County . R
- - of PEG access in a context of teIecommumcahons comgehnon. L

Located atmt. Hood - -—
Community College

26000 S.E. Stark St. T submit’ that the foregomg is truthfu.l based on_persona.l -

Gresham, OR 97030 knowledge’_ o s o ST N
503/867-7836 Lo e — o - TS
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Before the
/" FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

tC In the Matter of
t S TELEPHONE COMPANY -

)
) CC Docket No. 87-266
Thurst CABLE TELEVISION )
- anurs on Cross-Ownership Rules, )
Community Sections 63.54-63.580 )
Television )
© 2940 l.imiled‘ Lane . and ;
Olympla WA Amendments of Parts 32, 36, ) Rulemaking No. 8491
98502 61, 64, and 69 of the )
' Commission’s Rules to )
986-3100
(20 5631 Establish and Implement )
Regulatory Procedures for )
Video Dialtone Service )
AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS
TO: The Commission
Cormmunity 1. My name is Deborah S. Vinsel. [ am the Executive Director of Thurston
Community Television (TCTV) a public access center in Olympia, WA
Access operating pursuant to a cable franchise. Section 611 of the Communications
act of 1934, as amended authorizes municipal and state franchising authorities
to request that cable operators support cable access by public, educational, and
Television governmental (“PEG”) entities.
4 2. TCTV is a member of The Alliance for Community Media, a non-profit
For association representing PEG television stations nationwide.
3. TCTV has been in operation for ten years; I have been Executive Director
Greater of the center for 4 years, since November, 1990.
4. Local religious, charitable, and community organizations are regular users
of my facilities. Among the 83 organizations that have utilized the facilities of
Thurston

TCTV in the past year are Fellowship of Reconciliation, the League of Women



"

Voters, the Olympia Chinese Fellowship and People First. A complete list is attached as exhibit
A. This is in accordance with both the letter and the spirit of section 5§11, which requires that
PEG centers meet the communicates needs of the localities in which a cable franchise operates.

5. TCTV receives its funding primarily through franchise fees, which are passed through the
franchise authority to the station. The remainder of its operating budget comes from grants,
contributions, and memberships, which constitute ten percent of the total yearly operating budget
for the center.

6. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local franchising authorities to
request PEG access and facilities from a cable franchise when such franchise is initiated or comes
up for renewal. The existence of most PEG facilities rests upon franchising authoriries’ insistence
that such facilities be a condition of franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering promulgating further regulations on
persons maintaining common-carrier services providing video images, or “video dial-tone”
(‘VvDT").

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the promulgation of such regulations
without requiring a use-fee structure which would be economically equivalent the costs imposed
on cable operators to, among other matters, ensure the continuance of PEG access.

9. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission services may result in uneven economic
pressures. The pressures will cause cable operators to cease offering PEG access to franchise
authorities in order to remain competitive with non-franchiseable VDT services. PEG centers will
close as individuals shift from cable to VDT and franchise fee collections shrink.

10. If Thurston Community Television is forced to close because the cable operator and
franchising authority cannot agree to its continuation, then individuals and organizations who
currently utilize the facilities of the station will be forced into the commercial marketplace.

11. A half-hour of television (including in-studio production and all post-production costs),
which is free of charge on PEG channels, would cost several thousand dollars on the cable
operators local origination channel, the next-fowest-cost option for would-be cable program
producers in Olympia, WA. This includes $100 per hour for leased channel time, $1000 per day

for studio time, and $65 per hour for post production services.



12. Many of our users would find such fees out of their range and would cease cablccasting
altogether. Seventy-five percent of the private non-profit organizations that use our PEG
facilities on a regular basis have a yearly budget of less than $200,000. An entity which wanted to
retain its schedule of cablecasting weekly would have to spend its entire budget and more to
maintain the same programming schedule within the private sector.

13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious effects on the practical

enactment of First Amendment ideals.
14, VDT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG requirements is the only method

that will guarantee the existence of PEG access in context of telecommunications competition.

I submit the foregoing is truthful, based on persopal knowledge, information, and belief.

Respectfully submitted, by:

Deborah S. Vinsel, Executive Director
Thurston Community Television
Olympia, WA

December 14, 1994
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AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

To:  The Commission

1. My name is Velvalee Wiley. I am the Executive Director of Milwaukee Access
Telecommunications Authority ("MATA™), a public access center in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin operating pursuant to a cable franchise. Section 611 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended authorizes municipal and state
franchising authorities to request that cable operators support cable access by
public, educational, and governmental ("PEG”) entities.

2. MATA is 2 member of The Alliance for Community Media, a non-profit

3. MATA has been in operation for 10 years; IhavebemExeamveDnrectorofthe
center for 3 years, since 1991.

4. Local religious, charitable, and community organizations are regular users of my
facilities. Among the organizations that have utilized the facilities of MATA in the
past year are United Way, ACHOICE, Free Teens, and Iglesia Genesis. This is in
accordance with both the letter and the spirit of Section 611, which requires that
PEG centers meet the communications needs of the iocalities in which a cable
franchise operates. |
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S. MATA receives its funding primarily through direct provision of access and services by the
cable operator, pursuant to the terms of Milwaukee’s franchise agreement. The remainder of its
operating budget comes from grants and contributions, which constitute 16 percent of the total
yearly operating budget for the station. .
6. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local franchising authorities to request
PEG access and facilities from a cable franchise when such franchise is initiated or comes up for
renewal. The existence of most PEG facilities rests upon franchising authorities’ insistence that
such facilities be a condition of francise.
7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering promulgating further regulations on
persons maintaining common-carTier services providing video images, or “video dial-tone”
CVDT").
8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the promuigation of such regulations
without requiring a use-fee structure which would be economically equivalent to the costs
imposed on cable operators to, among other matters, ensure the continuance of PEG access.
9. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission services may result in uneven economic
pressures. These pressures will cause cable operators to cease offering PEG access to franchise
authorities in order to remain competitive with non-franchiseable VDT services. PEG centers will
close as individuals shift from cable to VDT and franchise fee coilections shrink.
10. If MATA is forced to close because the cable operator and franchising authority cannot agree
to its continuation, then individuals and organizations who currently utilize the facilities of the
station will be forced into the commercial marketplace.
11. A haif-hour of television time (including in-studio production and all post-production costs),
which is free of charge on PEG channels, would cost $1800 on WVTYV, the next-lowest cost
option for would-be cable program producers in Milwaukee. This includes 3450 for leased access

time, $150 for studio time, and $300 for post-production services.
12. Many of our users would find such fees out of their range and wouild cease cablecasting
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altogether. 80 percent of the private non-profit organizations that use our PEG facilities on a
regular basis have yearly budgets of less than $200,000. An entity which wanted to retain its
schedule of broadcasting weekly would have o spend its entire budget and more to maintain the
same programming schedule within the private sector.
13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious effects on the practical
enactment of First Amendment ideals.
14. VDT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG requirements is the only method
that will guarantee the existence of PEG access in a contest of telecommunications competition.

I submit that the foregoing is truthful, based on personal knowledge, information, and
belief.

Respectfully submitted,

December 14, 1994



