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William F. Caton, Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Dkt. No. 87-266 and

Dear Mr. Caton:

OOGKET FilE COpy ORIGINAL

Notice

Pursuant to the Commission's ex parte rules/ this letter is to
inform you that representatives of Liberty Cable Company met today
with each Commission staff member identified below in order to
discuss a petition filed by Liberty in this docket. The petition
seeks reconsideration of that aspect of the Memorandum Opinion and
Order on Reconsideration which bars "anchor programmers." Rather
than barring anchor programmers, Liberty asked in its petition that
the FCC allow individual VDT customers to lease up to 60 analog
channels subject to a requirement that they make available the
programming on these channels to any other VDT customer who obtains
a license from the copright holder to provide that programming to
subscribers. Liberty left a cop~of the,enclosure to this letter

with each Commission staff me~::JC;;::Yl~,:m it met.

/;-/tvlfrrr 1\ ~ \ 1

RMfney L. ,~oy~~ }---
Counsel fo~ Liberty

Cable Company, Inc.

cc (w/enc.) Maureen O/Connell (Office of Commissioner Quello)
John Nakahata (Office of Chairman Hundt)
Jill Luckett (Office of Commissioner Chong)
Mary McManus (Office of Commissioner Ness)
Lisa Smith (Office of Commissioner Barrett)
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Pear R.esident,

You may have received informacion frOEn Liberty Cable r.ccnuy. but '\110 would like you to
know aU the filets.

Time Wunor Cable ofNaw York City iS8utharized by the City ofNew York to offer a 25%
Bulk Rate discount on your primary .et. This otTer u available to 100% ofthe rcsidentiallmits
ror Baaic. Basic plus Standar4 and ~emiwnServiCl!ls in building. nmnbc~ 1S c1"""lling units
or tnorc.

Our newly Rbuilt state-af'-the-an cable systezn p~c1e1 76 chan.nc1. or Jc:rvicc and improved
rc:eepuOJl. O\lr a.d&esHble COrtve:nor prcwidol the capabilities for automated ordQring ofour
expanded pay-pcr-view line-up. Time WamM"s commitmezu to cvalvo our cable syatorns into
broadband eomm'UJication hiPW8Y' is evident by many developments indudina Quantum,
the world" first 1SO chaN1el cabl. sYlteJn in Queen.. Time Wamar Cable has allO formed a
plnncnhip with US West. Inc. to begin bulldina Full Service NetWOrks in Timo Wamef
Cable syGte1N throughout the cC>\Ulay. Toa-cr, 'US Welt and. Time Warner Cablc recently
beam opc:rat:iftg the: world's fint iJ'l~c:racti'Wnetwork in OUt Or1anclo, F10rida ca.blc .y.t~
Design. hal already begun (or ..~ service nctwork in Manhattan and conlttUcUon
ia slated. to begin in the near Nt\It'e. This~ retlceta our industrY leadership and
comrnitz:uent to~e future. Thia dc4icatlcm to thc future will ultimately provi&l you with
immediately acccssible programming that c~vcrs an even larger field of choices with just the
touch of a button.

Titzlc Warner C&blc ofNew York City and Paragon Cable Manhattaln are the only cable
telClYision companie. fl'a\c:hi,c:d by the City oiNew York to operate in. Manhattan.
Ow customers, uulllce Liberty's, receive the regulatory pro~cuonof City, State and
Fcc1cral agm~es.

Pluso take a DlODWl'lt to 1"CViCIW tho iDformation. enclosed. in thi. packate. If you. have~
quettiona. I can 'be reached ..t 598-7383, Monday. friday between the hO\U1i of 91Un
to Spm.. Thank you for bema om~tomer and~ look tot'NUCl to serving you for many
years to come.

Sincerely,

Ed 016c:rt
Ac;coun~ Man&~r

Condominiums Ulld Co-ops

'R __ '_'_" __ •• _ ._.,, __,
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THE CABLE TV FACT SHEET

Signal ReliabiUty: Lo. Manhanan, underground transmission of video IIigna15 via tiber and coaxial cable 11 the
oQtimum method to .ch.i~vc superior reception and reliability. Microwave transmlssioD., used by Uberty, Jw; a long
hiStory of questIonable reliability. Most able operators abandoned this tec:hnolosy yean -2180. Durinl ~tDrmsr. in
New York City, entir~ Uberty bUild1np have been without service tor up to three daY'. DUS"ing the World Tr&de
CeQter e~lOlion.. UbertY ~ustomcf$ IllCS Ilon-~able TV homes lost many broadcast sipall for the day, while. Tialc
Warner Cabl~ oC New York Ci~ customers bmeflntd from our direct feedi from the Il.etwor~ ~ received an
aitit=al pt0&rammina.

E%perieute: TIrQe Watncr llu be.n in the cable busiDeal for more th&l1 2$ yean and is the 'WorlCS's lugest
entenainlNnt company,lloIith iU tleadqu&turs tiJ,ht here in MlDhattaD. With Liblrty, you'll be doing bas1aess with
a ~ompany owned by real estate landlord, (the MUstein interests). who hive vlnually no experience in
entel'tlinmcPt, proJfamminl or cable television. eram', 11'0" york Bu$i.neSi hIS noted that Ubercy" chainnan,
Peter Price, "ha, no experience in cable. His record has b.etl mark.d -..ltb less tbaD stunn&na aucc:ci5C•• lncludiIlg a
bumpy teftUFc at the Pest Uld The National, the sports daiJ)' newspaper that ceased publigauoa in 1991 a.czUd huge
1000el."

Reaulatory-Contro1t: In the same Crain's anic:lc, fonncr Co~onetWilliam F. SqUldroh. o! tha New
York City Department of TelecommuaJcatioDS and EnctIY (DTE) warned consumers to be cautious with syst.ms
such as Liberty, staUn&: "Thero is Ins protection for the' CODSumer since they're unreJulated." TUDe Watner is a
cable television company tl'aAc:hb:ed by the City of New York. As such, it is lubje.:t to carerul oversilht and
rClulatiofts by the City, DTB. the SWe CommiSSioD Oil cable Television, and the Feeleral Comrnunle.atlonl
Commission (FCC). Those asoncies rcgulate virtuUly every aspect at 'nme Wamcr Cable's operll.t1on. Libet~, an
UAfrancb1ud operator, has an FCC =ic:towa\le licctlSe, but is not subject to the II!nO strinBent regulations by the
FCC and is not reguillted by \he City Or Stlte te&U!atory aalncles.

Programming: Our line-up o(f~rs 6S channcls of Buie and StaN1&td lonita, c:om~ared to Wborty'l 54­
channel senicc. We carry many program servicos currelltly nat offered by !Jberty. inc:1uclin& New York 1 News,
New York City's only all·news televilion mmnel feltUriDE local news. sportl, lifestyle lntormatiol\ and 1'Ifoatber
reports, In addition. we oUer throe hit movie channel' on 1\me Wamer Home Theacre pay-pu-vt.w .

Converter BOles~ While Uberty claims tbat no converter box Is needed. thoso ~stomerswho wish to
subscribc tD HaO or other premium services JnUlt have l convonet box. Libcny char:el $10 monthly Cor every
addllU)llIJ COnverter box. Time WarDer Cable requites cOQVener boxa 1n ordor to receive all 'l:tambled ceNiCClS.

Tune Warner cable cbatae:s either $3.70 per naonth for each additional ouUot which inclUde, aaSi~ and Standard
Service with a converter aDd remote CDntrOI. or $9.20 per month with premium scrvicc5.

Contract Term and Price: Uberty t)'ptc:ally seeks 5 or 10 year contraebl and requIres the buildiJll owners to
sU'o,U\be to cable servtce for all buUdinl rcskdenlS. nrne W&tn~t Cable tradlttonaUy chat'g~ the lndividual
tuident who wants cable acrvtce atld penDits them 'to catl~l at any time. AdditionaUy, savinJ. are available
thtO\lP Tlme Warner Cable 'Vith bulk rates (0 bulldiags .-ith 15 or more unitS, and ean be cancelled at any time
with 90 daY$ prior written notic~ Our bulle ra.tcs arc very competitive. wir!\ Liberty's, pe.nic:u1uly in vl~w of the
greater numbcr of LeMe!I that we offer.

" ••• w .........
.. ... • L .000N~~l(Cm'
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SOME ADDITIONAL CABLE TV FACTS

'lime Warner Cable provide9 24-bour cuatomer service. We guarantee that calla for eervice
ropairB before 4pm, will reault in appointments by the next buaine68 day, or, you will receive 8

m.QQ,tb or cable free. Also. if wo don't arrive for IIU1 appointment on time, you will receive a
ttlQnth of cable freL A £nil. tnontb oC cable appliea to the previOUA month'e cable semee,
including programmini. equipment and pa~pe~viewcherIe. only.

Time Warner Cable of New York City it currently offerlns • 25'iJ bulk rate diacount on )'our
primal')' .et. This oft'er il available to 10~ oC the relidential \1Dita {or Buie; BQic plus
Standard end Pl"emiu.m SemCN. Your board of director'll can select (me of three discounted
aarYiee tiers for the entire building regarding the bulk n.te contract. The following options
are available:

Ba4ic Semce (without C011\'erter & remota)
Buic: Semce (with equipDumt)
Basic plus Standard Service (incl. equip.)
"'l=lude$ FCC :&l\1latory Fee or $.04

=S 8.62 per J:I1ont,h­
"" $11.89 P8l' mCl%1th·
::: $19.97 per mO%lth*

Watch N' R8c:0rd cOD.vertex-. with nmowI, are now availablcl for either $5.59 per mOl:1tb retail
(0Dlt 11.89 more per month than oW' Jerrold lmpulea converter with remote), or $4.19 peJ'

month in our lNlk asreeme1'1t ($1.40 more per J:I1ont.A). This state-of-the-art tlmer adch'e.sable
converter. with on-8e:reel:1 display, has a built.-in AlB Iwitcl1, a clock, ei~ht timers, and a .mart
remote that can tum your talevision on and oiL The Watch N Rec:orcl converter is alightl)'
larger than the Jerrold IIrlpulse, but mol'8 importal:1t1y, allows you. to tape an)' chazmel while
wat.c:hm& any other ehllDnel at the same time (scramblCld or UDsc:rambled). Tbi. converter
elimiDstes the need of connectinar two converters with an AlB switch which can be
cumbenoDlB and more ccstly.

'When additional outlets are i~talled.without c:onverten there ia no monthly cl1arge.
However, )'0\\ will only be able to readve our Baaic 35 ~ela (un.serambled) on a cable
ready television. Non-eable ready te1eYisioJU will cmly rteeive chSlmele 2·13. Pleue Dote,
without a amvener. approximately 14 Basic channell have different channel poeitiona.

Tim. Warner Cable's Full Service Network, the world'. first interactive network in our
Orlando. Florid.a cable lyatem, will otter movies OIl demend, gamel, home shopping, video
phone and much xnore. Construction of' a Full Service Network in ManhBttati. will begin in
the near future. .

The one-year Video Dialtone trial currently beml' conc!uc.tad by NYNEX iu S Manhattlm
properties ie not a joint V8J1ture between Liberty Cable and NYNEX. NYNEX h... been.
authorized by the Federal Communications Commjpian to conduct tbi' trlal and ozal,. they
IU9 l'eeponaibl_ for any new taclm.ololY that~ be tested during the trial. Per NYNEX,
'nme WarDe1' Cable md Libert7 Cable have the same roles in tb. NYNEX. test • as prosram
providers.

TIM.WA ••••
e .. • L 'OF N!W lORIC ctrr



A Bulk Rate Discount For Your Building

Time Warner CJl,bl~ ofNcw York Cily i3 authorized. 'by th~ City ofNe:w York to offer
bulk rate discounts to the ownen; of apartment buildings with 15 or more dwelling units.

This means you cm enjOy a 25% discount each 2Zlonth on yo\\!' prima:y sct, with your
choice of th~ following .Cl'Vicc packaaoa:

(1) Basic Service - current retail price $15.1$- pc:rmonth; total discounted
~ulkme; $) 1,36+ • monthI)' ,mn" of $3 19 per unjt, Thil acrviee offers

35 c:hume1t &ru1 include. I. c:onver=r and a remote: control.

(2) Basic plus Standard Service - current retail price S~6.5'?· per month;
robd disegunte4 lmUs lito 519,23·, a m9Dtb1y savinI' of $664 Pet unit. This
service iAc1udel aU the Basic chaM.e1. plw 30 addidonal chmncls sudt &S

SPOR.TSCHANNEL. SCI.:FI CHANNEL. BRAVO, CNN. A&E, nIT,
AMC, etc. This service also inclUcl.elll convener and a remote control.

• An PCC J'15gu.latory fce of 5.04 per unit, per month, also applies.

In on1er' to receive the 25% ditcount. 100% ofthe residential units must select one of
the two aforcm.entioned service paclcagO$. This way, every resident can begin to crtioy the
~lLvin&S. Of course. each perlon can also purchAIC ad.clitional o\1tlets. premium channels
and pay..pc:r-Yiew em an individual basis, if they 10 desire.

Ifyou are iJ\tC~stedmpursuing a bulk ditcount for yoW' building, pleaso contact Ed
Olsen. Accounu Managor for Co-ops and Condominiums at 598-7383. Monday. Friday
between thc hours of 9am. to 5pm.

We look forward to ,erving you for many year- (0 come•

...... WA .... 1l
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RATE COMPARISON ~'IM.WA.II••
~ • A • L • OF NewYOllCon

Time "Warner
Retail Rates

TIme \Varner
Bulk Rates

$11.4S S 8.59
$ 3.;0 $ 2.77
SlS.U $11.36

526.51 Sl~.93

S .04 N.A.
S 3.70 N.A.

S 9.20 S 7.B3

512.95 S 9.71
S21.9S $16.46
529.95 512.46
S 7.00 S 5.25

S 9.00 $ 6.75
S14.gS $11.21

Time Warner Cable of New York City
Monthly Rate.
• Basic Serviee
• Col'Mllrter & lbmate (COllY." 53.4S; remote· $.25)
• Ba5ic Sorvice (include. convener lit (emote)
• Standard Servi~ (includes Belie. c;ODV. &: remote)
• FCC RqL1.1atory Pee (applic;.ble tel all units)
• Additiow Outlet (Baau. and/or SWldard Service, w/corsv. & remote)
• Additional Outlet (Basic lIlld/cr Sudard Service,

w/conv•• rClmot4.t: duplieatio., ofpremiUtD(s) tram the primary SO!.)

-
Pr=lium Semcea - HBO. Showtime The Movie Channel.
CiDcmu. and DiaAey
• 1st Prculiwn Service
I 2 Prcmtam Servic:el

• 3 Premium Scrvic.cs
• Each AdditioD~Premium

Additional Premium Services:
• Playboy TV
• TV-Jlp&n

Bssic Service IftUJt be pl.U'Chuecl iD order to ~ive Standard Scevicc, P~mium Servi~cs and Pay-Per-View.

Liberty Cable
Bulk Rates

Liberty Cable Monthly Ratel
• Buic Service
• Addirio!l&l Outlet (w/premiwna, payal'cr-view 4 nOel-cable ready TV sets)

• Additional Outlet (wilbout abovo)
• 1st Premium SClVicc
• 2 Prc:miwn SCMC05

• 3 Premium Service.
• Each AdditioDal Premibm

Additional Premium Services:
·~TV

·TV.Japan

.~1uc!as SponsChanncllNewspon

All,.. .....1od t ••u.e-.

S1S.00·
510.00

N~Cbarse

$12.00
520.00
$24.00
S 8.00

S12.00
$29.9S
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BATE CQKPAAISONS rem TypICAL l.JYI!S OF sgYXCI

2
o:rDm WA1Ua:R LI.BERT~

mxt.R BAn BuLl lU.~ VABXNU:E
3 4.

1 TV (Ba.ie ~ Sta.nd.e.rc1 SQX'Vice) ~ 19.97 $ l~.OO $ 4.91

2 'INS 23. &7 15.00 e.67

1 TV+ 1 PREKtttK 32.92 27.00 5.92

1 TV. 2 Pb:IamIs 4~.'2 35.ao 6.92

5
~ 'tVS + 1 PREKIUH 42.12 37.00 5.12

2 '!'VS .. 2 P1U!:IaOMS 51.12 .5.00 6.12

3 T'VS+ 1 PRZKIUK S1.32 47.00 4.32

1

2

3

4

5

Approxiaa~.lY 40 - sa' of ou~ customers Bubacr1be to at lQaat two cabla
outle~s and have at least on. or more praaiu.••

Monthly Bulk R.~e tor 8&.~c plua 8~.nd.ard Service wl~h conv.~er and
r-mote control at 25' ~1acouft~. A441tlonal outlet_, pr~ium ••rvic.e
and pay-per-view a~e no~ e119ib1e far ~ulk r.~. discounts.

T~8 Warner Cable'. a••le plua Standard Service inc1u~•• 65
chann.18 whil. LtbartY'8 a••le Sarvice haa S~ channels.

Inclu4e. sportsCbannel/N8wsport

Liberty ad41t1onal outlets ara $lQ.OO GaCh with oonve~.r And remote
control (converter i. required for premium s.rvieea, pay-par-view and
non-cabl@ reacly TV ••ta).
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SER"VICE TIERS

BASIC SFRVICI: ,I 'J'/ 1I1~11 LI '

~'1 •• "4 •• "
~ ell.. L • CIf t«'It1'OU em

,. NYINBWS
2· WCBS
,. WNYC
4· WNllC
I· WNYW
7· W~C
,. WWOB.
II· WPlX
la· WNEl
16· PUBUCAcx:BSS
I'· PUBUCAcx:BSS

.,. WUW
•. 'IBI SUPBR.lTATION..~
.. HOM! SKomNO C-tJB
J/I. MINJ) !XTmCSION

UN1'VEltSm
M, !'UBUC AcaAS
•• VAltIID

PROGRAMMING
a. c.sPA.N

•• P!tBVUE QiANNBL.1. wxtV
41· WNro
•• WNJN
II· WUO
1/1. QVC
... CSPAN2
". INIDNA.noNAL

awoo!L
... HOM!! SHO!'PING

eum1

... PUBUCACXI'.SS
11. o.OSSWA.UCI
ft· ClOlSWA.t.1'S
n. CROSSWALlCS
74· caOSSWALKJ
71· aJN'(.TY ON

caOUWALICS
". NY1 NSWS

STANDARD SERVICE, " ,">

•• Nlac:BLOD1!ONl
NICKATNIn

•• ESPN
10. CNN
1.· 1JFEI'D01
14- ....u
I'· QGc
la· 'nIEDlSCOVDY

aLt.NN2L
1.- 'tH·I

•• WTV
sa· USA NBtWOU
S4· SPOJ,nc:HANNm.
!f6·MlO
30- nm FAMILY 0lANNiL
at· TNT
aI· HBADLINE NEWS
at- 1lmWlA'I'RD

CHANNEL
;a,. BltAVO

4O.MlGU
41- BET
Q. nn; NAS!MU.B

mnwon
.....1iH'ID.TAIMMDT

T!tBVIS1ON
••- CONEDY CENI'aAL
"'·.IoMe
"'·BSPN2.
II· TVJ'OOD NE'IWoP.X

'1· COUJ.TTV
a- 'IHI LEAllNINO

OIANN!L
A· GALAV1!JI0N
II· AMDICA'STALKlNG
". SQaIlI c:HANNIi1.
... nm30X
". CAIlTOON Nl.TWORK
n· PArIHa\'....WES

CHANNEL

PREMIUM SERVICl:S ,( 1,' , I

JI.kRO
.·CINEMAX

~ 'naIDUNn'\' atANtml­
•• SHOWIIMB,

... TrmMovmCKAMW..
tao PU.YBOYTV

g. "t"VJAPAN

PJ\Y-PER-VIEW CHANNELS, ,I .:"1,1 I ,

... TIMBWARNbBOJG1KHA'rU
". T:o.m WAlUGaHOMB iliEA'IU
60· T'IMI! WA:RN!!lU!OMl! THKATR!
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1

Liberty Cable Face. New York State Action
Ngw You. ••UPStart com­

petitor Liberty Cable facts
lLctioli from the Now York
St&\e Clble CommiNion for

_- lL11egedly opcnttng U • cable:
system without a tranch1se.

Time Warner's New York
cable StOUP bad complained
to the commisaicn that
Liberty, an ill,rcssive wire·
less SMATV operator, was
using a single receiver to
serve several condominium
bUildings 00 Manhattan's
ritzy Upper Eut Side. linking
them with tOl.xii.l cable.
Wlreleu and SMATV opera­
tor. that do not physically
cross publlc rilhts.or-way are
not required to seoure a ftan·
ohi/lo from. th.. Qitr. Du' &~n­
arally, Stringina , pic~c: of
cable between two buildings
il con&idered .. ftltlchlse.

That's how the commis­
sion se~. it and hu issued a
"sbow cause" order asking

Liberty to demonsuate why
its wiring sc;beme does nOt
constitute a c:a.ble system.
Ccmmlssion staffers said they
tlearly observed Liberty'S
coax Ilnks crossinl aUey­
ways,

Liberty presidc:nt Peter
Price said tl'la.t traditione.t1y
the ~ity of New York has
objected only if the wires
crossed city streetl. net
alleys.

Some the bUilding. in
que.non are atUaecnt to each
other a.nd Liberty simply
bored through a common
wall.

"Our position is, well, if
we have: to ,q'll just dis;on·
.1CIo:~ ~u: JiJ. bu.ildings anC1 pUt
in receivers," Itrice said. Be
added that it wOlltd COlt
Itoutld 510,000 por builclioa.
Price said, and the ."pense
could force Liberty to stop
serving some smaller condo

buildings with just 20 or so
units.

Compa.red to Time
Warner's ,iant operation,
LibertY is tiny. The company
serves around 15,000 sub·
scribers compared to the
450,000 sarved by Time
Warner', Manhattan operation
(not including 5'0,000 in
other New York City bor..
oughs).

Liberty is really a SMATV
operator delivering signals to
buildings via microwave.
instead of satellite. But the
company has pro'len Su.coc.s&­
f\1l in skimming the cream at!'
Time Warner·s subscriber
bue, concentming on condo
buucunls in Mannattan·s
affluent leedona. The com­
pany seeks five .. to teft"year
contracts on the condition
that the condo board guuan­
tee that every unit in the
building subscribes. -MCH
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Dishes make {micro)waves
By SALVATORE ARENA
DaUy He,... SteJfWrlcer

Millionaire developer Harry
MacJdo'Ne wants the television
nucrowave c1ishes removed from
his luxury East Side apartment
building.

Macklowe, who llirced to
allow the microwave dishes,
changed his mind after his wife
said an clectromaanetic field is
penneating their 38th-floor pent­
house.

But Uberty Cable Co•• which
owns the equipment, is fighting
to keep its antennas on
Macklowe's River Towey com­
plex at 420 E. 54th St. The com­
pany said it has a 1a..year lease
that pays Macklowe 531,500 a
year.

"There are more microwaves
coming out of his microwave
oven than out of our dishes,"
said Peter Price. whose company
has about 15,000 SUbscribers in
100 Manhattan buildings.

The dishes beam television
service to the couple and their
wealthy tenants, as well as resi-

dc~ts of a buildina on nearby
Sutton Place South.

Neither Macldowe nor his
attomey returned telephone calls
seekine comment.

But according to court
records the real-estate magnate.
suffered a legal setback last week
when Liberty won a temporary
injunction barring him from
removin& the antennas or ending
the contract.

In an affidavit. Price said
Mack10we called him cxpressina
concero about the equipment
more than a year after they
signed the lease agreement.

"He stated that his wife
believed that such microwave
antennas caused a health haz­
ard. It said Price. ClI told
Macklowc that, as he already
knew. Libeny had scientific evi­
dence that there was no health
hazard as a result of our
microwave antennas. n

Price said Macklowc's own
consultant had reached the same
conclusion before the contract
was signed.

-- ,~,
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Television

New TV Outlet
Wearily Takes
A Starring Role

By Clltrorc1 J. Levy
- The stonn that has pummeled the

New York metropolitan region bas
given New York 1 News, the nascent
2+hour cable station, its fust chance to
play a role similar to that of CNN dur­
ing the PersiAn Gulf Wru • albeit on a
local scale.

In the 5tatioc's chaotic newsroom
at 460 West 42<1 Street in Machattal1,
the million was dear, churn the iDfor­
mation. Give viewers updatcs; about
tbe weather, the traUic and tbe sub­
ways so tbey can slog their way
through the city. Then update them
again.

..It's certainly our tint big long­
running story," Paul SagaD. V1ce presi­
dent of news and prograrnming at the
station, said as be took a brief respite
from overseemg hi. corps of monly
young joumallsts.

\\"hen tbe tint guns began wbip­
ping through tbe area early Friday
morning, the station switebed to e.l:nOlit

continuous coverage of the storm. By
8 A.M., Adele Sammarco was in Sea
Gate. Brooklyn, broadcutin, live
mterview. with residents who feoed
torrential nooding.

Conduit for Information
More than a do~o other reponers

took to the streets to speak to frustr!lt~

cd commuten lind corral information
from harried officials. Many comuni­
cBted with the station '$ anchors by
phone. Three crews cquipped with
microwave traosmitters beamed live
reporu.

Some reporters. producers and
assignment editors worked all day
Friday .ad then through the nigbt
withOUt a break. Some staff members
said yesterday that they were exhaust­
ed, but tbey added that they were
drawing on their last bit of energy
because they knew tbey were covering
a o~ee-in-a-decade story.

Mr. Sagan said he believes many
officieJs werc dcpcnf.iing on New York
1 News to tral;k the course and effects
of the store because they were cal1iDS
the station to r;orrcct outdated infor­
mation tbat it bad broadcast. New
York 1 News, which went on air in
September, reaches about 885,000
homes md offices in New Yorle City, he
saJd.

Other stations in New York City
began broadcasting continuous cover·
age of the stann'! impact early FridAy
afterooon. MO£t relurncd to their rei­
utar programming on Friday night,
while New York 1 NcW$ continued with
storm coverage through the niaht.

"It" a challenge because the
impact of the storm. is so widespread,to

said Bruno Cohea. ne:ws director at
WNBCTV: "The: logisti.c::s of tcleviJion
neWS reporting in New York City are
da.untiag 00 even~ days."


