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with this section. The fund shall be administered by the com-
mission. All telecommunications companies shall contribute to
the universal service fund. The dates for contributions to the
fund and disbursements from the fund shall be set by the commis-
sion, after notice and opportunity for hearing, as necessary to
accomplish the objectives of the fund as specified in subsec-
tions (c) and (d) of this section. The costs of administering
the fund may be included in determining required contributions.

(b) The commission shall after notice and opportunity for
hearing, designate the method by which the contributions shall
be calculated, collected and distributed in order to achieve the
goals set forth in W.S. 37-14-102. The commission shall autho-
rize an additional monthly charge to customers, in the amount
specified by the commission, to recover each contributor’s
required payment to the universal service fund. '

(c) The commission shall administer the monies in the wuni-
versal service fund to assist only those customers of telecommu-
nications companies 1located in areas of this state with rela-
tively high rates for essential services. The commission, after
notice and opportunity for hearing, shall determine a reasonable
amount and a fair method of distributing monies. The commission
may authorize a credit to customer bills, in the amount speci-
fied by the commission, to reflect distributions received by the
local exchange company from the universal service fund. The
commission shall ensure that the method shall promote the emerg-
ence of competition in providing local exchange service.

(d) In accordance with the method of distribution deter-
mined by the commission, a telecommunications company shall
receive funds under this section to the extent that its 1local
exchange rates, after consideration of any contributions from
the federal universal service fund, exceed one hundred thirty
percent (130%) of the weighted statewide average local exchange
rates. '
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(e) The operation of the universal service fund may be sus-
pended by the commission, based upon a public interest finding,
after notice and an opportunity for a hearing, that the fund is
not then serving its intended purpose.

(£) The commission’s decisions under this section shall be
subject to the provisions of the Wyoming Administrative Proce-
dure Act.

Section 2. W.S. 37-2-119 and 37-2-306 are amended to read:

37-2-119. MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED AND DETERMINED IN INVES-
TIGATION. In conducting any investigation pursuant to the provi-
sions of this act the commission may investigate, consider and
determine such matters as the cost or value, or both, of the
property and business of any public utility, used and useful for
the convenience of the public, and all matters affecting or
influencing such cost or value, the operating statistics for any
public utility both as to revenues and expenses and as to the
physical features of operation in such detail as the commission
may deem advisable; the earnings, investment and expenditures of
any such corporation as a whole within this state, and as to
rates in leeal-exehanges-er plants of any telephene;--telegraph;
water, electrical or gas corporations, the geographical location
thereof shall be considered as well as the population of the
municipality in which such plant er-exehRange is located.

37-2-306. APPLICABILITY; VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION OR WITH-
DRAWAL. .

(a) W.S. 37-2-301 through 37-2-305 apply to providers of
regulated-leeal essential telecommunications services as defined
in W.S.-37-14-103 with more than f£ifty--theusand--{50;060}--sub-
seribers thirty thousand (30,000) access lines.

(b) Regulated groviders of 1local telecommunications ser-
vices with fewer than fifty-theusand-{560;000}-subseribers thirty
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thousand (30,000) access lines may petition the commission to
participate in the telephone assistance program. The commission
shall grant a petition to participate in the telephone assis-
tance program unless federal requirements for obtaining matching
federal low income telephone assistance require otherwise.

Section 3. W.S. 37-1-101(a) (vi) (B) is repealed.

Section 4. This act is effective immediately upon comple-
tion of all acts necessary for a bill to become law as provided
by Article 4, Section 8 of the Wyoming Constitution.

(END)
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